	Individual Action Plan Update for the Philippines for 2020

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how the Philippines is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	Enacted  Republic Act (RA) No. 11203, also known as the Rice Tarrification Law, which repeals the provision on  the prescribed the quantitavie import restrictions on rice.

Enacted  RA No. 11032, also known as the Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018, which provides for the establishment of effective practices, aimed at the efficient turnaround of the delivery of government services and programs for the adoption of simplified requirements and procedures that will reduce red tape and expedite business and non-business related transactions in government.
Established the Anti-Red Tape Authority (ARTA) which is mandated to oversee the implementation of RA No. 11032, the national policy on anti-red tape and ease of doing business in the country, institutionalization of regulatory impact analysis and regulatory management, among other functions and provisions stated in the Act.
Enacted RA No. 11211  which  provides amendments to the Charter of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) under RA No. 7653 to further align its operations with global best practices, improve BSP’s corporate viability, and enhance its capacity for crafting proactive policies amid rising inter-linkages in the financial markets and the broader economy.
Enacted  RA No. 11127, also know as the National Payment Systems Act, which provides for a comprehensive legal and regulatory framework which supports the objectives of maintaining a payment system that is necessary to control systemic risk and providing an environment conducive to the sustainable growth of the economy.

Enacted  RA No. 11439 which allows for the establishment of Islamic banks in the country in an effort to create opportunities for greater financial inclusion, especially for the "underserved" Muslim population.

Enacted  RANo. 11234 or the Energy Virtual One Stop Shop (EVOSS) Act which aims to streamline the permitting process for power generation, transmission and distribution projects.

Launched the Philippine Renewable Energy Market System (PREMS) in December 2019 which will be used to track, monitor and assess the implementation and compliance to the Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) Rules on both grid and off-grid areas

Signed the Philippines and the European Union (EU) Horizontal Aviation Agreement which will not only remove nationality restrictions in bilateral air services agreements between the two Parties but also harmonizes standards and provisions between them in the fields of safety, taxation of aviation fuel and compatability with competition rules.

Enacted  RA No. 1148 or the Transnational Higher Education Act  which expands access to educational services through the establishment and administration of  transnational higher education, allowing foreign higher education institutions to establish branch campuses through a local partner university. 
Enacted RA No. 10968, which institutionalizes the Philippine Qualifications Framework to facilitate the matching of education and skills to job requirements and align domestic qualification standards with international qualification framework.
Issued Executive Order (EO) No. 65, otherwise known as the 11th Foreign Investment Negative List (FINL), which allows 100% foreign equity participation: Wellness Centers, Internet business, Teaching in higher education, Training centers outside the formal education system, and Insurance adjustment companies, lending companies, financing companies, and investment houses.

Increased foreign equity cap to 40% for contracts of locally funded public work and private radio communications network, subject to applicable regulatory frameworks.
Enacted  RA No. 11232, otherwise known as the Revised Corporation Code of the Philippines, which initiates significant changes to the legal framework for the registration and operation of private corporations in the Philippines including  simplifying corporate registration and strengthening of corporate governance.

Enacted  RA No. 11337, or an Act Providing benefits and Programs to Strengthen, Promote and Develop the Philippine Startup Ecosystem, which provides incentives and removes constraints to encourage the establishment and operation of innovative new businesses.

Launched the Parcel Tracking System which  allows customers to monitor the location and status of parcels sent to them either by air or sea.

Acceded to the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons who are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print-disabled

Rolled-out the National Intellectual Property Strategy (NIPS)

Implemented the Joint Examination Track (JET) to streamline the trademark application process

Enacted RA No. 11057, otherwise known as the Personal Property Security Law, which establishes a unified and modern legal framework for securing obligations with personal propertyincluding intellectual property.

Launched the Expedited Merger Review Rules for qualified transactions to be subjected to a fast-track review period of 15 working days instead of the statutory period of 30 calendar days.  Issued the Rules for Solicited Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Projects to streamline the merger review process for a faster rollout of priority infrastructure projects.

Launched the Phillipine Government Electronic Procurement System (PhilGEPS) 1.5 which provide services that allow government agencies to post their bids and awards information online.

Implemented the Mediation Outside Litigation Service, an alternative dispute resolution program for intellectual property cases, which allows parties to submit their dispute to mediation even before or without filing a case
Enacted RA No. 11202 or the Mobile Number Portability Law, which allow subscribers to transfer from one service provider to another without changing their mobile numbers.
Adopted the National Transport Policy which will help achieve the country’s “transport vision”

Issued  EO No. 96 on 21 November 2019 which creates the Philippine Railway Institute (PRI)


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2018 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Issued Executive Order (EO) No. 57 on 7 July 2018 to reduce the rates of duty on capital equipment, spare parts, and accessories imported by the Board of Investments’ (BOI) registered new and expanding enterprises. This measure became effective until 6 July 2019.
Issued EO No. 61 on 10 August 2018 to implement Philippine tariff commitments pursuant to the Free Trade Agreement between the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and the Philippines.

Following the signing of Republic Act (RA) No. 11203, also known as “An Act Liberalizing the Importation, Exportation, and Trading of Rice, Lifting for the Purpose the Quantitative Import Restriction on Rice, and For Other Purposes” on 14 February 2019, EO No. 82 was issued on 17 June 2019 to modify the nomenclature and import duty on certain agricultural products under Section 1611 of RA No. 10863 or the Customs Modernization and Tariff Act (CMTA).

Issued EO No. 85 on 24 July 2019 to amend EO No. 57 and extend the effectivity of the reduction of the rates of duty on capital equipment, spare parts and accessories imported by BOI- registered new and expanding enterprises up to three years or until EO No. 226 is amended.

The Philippines offers duty free access to more than 90% of the tariff lines of the four (4) out of eight (8) Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) in force.

Philippine Tariff Profile Under Various FTAs

FTA

2017

2018

2019

Simple Average Tariff

ASEAN

0
0
0
ASEAN-China

2.82
1.71
1.71
ASEAN-Korea

0.66
0.66
0.66
ASEAN-Australia/ New Zealand

0.48
0.47
0.46
ASEAN-Japan

1.47
1.19
1.19
Philippines-Japan

0.27
0
0
ASEAN-India

3.04
2.82 (starting 1 Jan); 2.15 

(31 Dec)
1.85 (starting 1 Jan); 0.99 

(31 Dec)
Philippines-EFTA (Switzerland/ Liechtenstein)

2.43
2.30
Philippines-EFTA (Norway)

2.40
2.29
Philippines-EFTA (Iceland)

2.31
2.21
% Duty free Tariff Lines to All Goods

ASEAN
100.00
100.00
100.00
ASEAN-China
83.41
83.41
83.41
ASEAN-Korea
88.13
88.13
88.13
ASEAN-Australia/ New Zealand
94.37
94.67
94.74
ASEAN-Japan
68.57
93.76
93.76
Philippines-Japan
71.92
95.28
95.28
ASEAN-India

4.02
4.02

(starting 1 Jan); 63.66 

(31 Dec)
63.66 

(starting 1 Jan); 85.66 

(31 Dec)
Philippines-EFTA (Switzerland/ Liechtenstein)

86.87
86.87
Philippines-EFTA (Norway)

87.47
87.47
Philippines-EFTA (Iceland)

88.37
88.37
Note:

(1) Figures do not include sensitive agricultural products under Eos 313 and 328, s. 1999

(2) Incorporating EO191, s. 2015 in AAZFTA schedule


	Under the various FTAs, preferential tariffs are to be progressively reduced and/or eliminated with the end goal of zero tariffs levied on substantially all goods by the agreed end dates.
End Dates of Various FTAs

FTA

End Date

ASEAN

For ASEAN-6: Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, and Brunei Darussalam
2010
For CLMV: Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Viet Nam
2015
ASEAN-China

2018

ASEAN-Korea

2016

ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand

2020

ASEAN-Japan

2018

ASEAN-India

2022

Philippines-Japan

2018

Philippines-EFTA

2027



	Website for further information:  
	https://tariffcommission.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Chairperson Marilou P. Mendoza

Tariff Commission

4th Floor West Insula Condominium,

135 Barangay Bungad, West Avenue, Quezon City

tc.assist@mail.tariffcommission.gov.ph
	

	Non-Tariff Measures 

Non‐tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export

subsidies
	Issued RA No. 11203 or an “An Act Liberalizing the Importation, Exportation and Trading of Rice, Lifting for the Purpose the Quantitative Import Restriction on Rice, and For Other Purposes” in 14 February 2019 which repealed the provision of Presidential Decree (PD) No. 4, s. 1972 which prescribed the quantitative import restrictions on rice.
	In line with RA No. 11032 or the Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018, the Philippines is committed to review and improve systems and procedures on both national and local government services to improve the ease of doing business.



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.da.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Dr. Lorenzo M. Caraguian

MAV Secretariat

Email: mavsecretariat@yahoo.com

Director Noel A. Padre

Philippine National SPS Enquiry Point, Policy Research Service

Email: prs@da.gov.ph

Department of Agriculture

Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila

Tel No.: (632) 273.2474, (632) 928.8756 to 65

Administrator Hermenegildo R. Serafica

Sugar Regulatory Administration

Philippine Sugar Center Building, North Ave, Diliman, Quezon City, 1100 Metro Manila

E-mail:  srahead@sra.gov.ph
	

	Services

Financial Services (Banking)


	Enacted RA No. 10641 or “An Act Allowing the Full Entry of Foreign Banks in the Philippines” in 2014 to fully liberalize the entry of foreign banks in the Philippine banking system.  The law increased to 100 percent (from 60 percent) the foreign bank ownership in the voting stock of an existing domestic bank or a new banking subsidiary.  The law is implemented through the issuance of BSP Circular No. 858 which streamlines the chartering process for the entry of foreign banks into the Philippines and the processing of related documentary requirements.

On foreign exchange (FX) policy, BSP issued the following circulars to further amend the Manual of Regulations on Foreign Exchange to further facilitate access by the general public to the banking system to cover the legitimate transactions:

1. Circular No. 918 dated 2 August 2016;
2. Circular No. 922 dated 23 August 2016;
3. Circular No. 925 dated 13 September 2016;
4. Circular No. 937 dated 27 December 2016;
5. Circular No. 984 dated 22 December 2017;
6. Circular No. 1030 dated 5 February 2019.
Issued Circular No. 984 on 22 December 2017 which further liberalized rules and procedures involving foreign borrowings granted by non-residents, among others.  

Issued Circular No. 1030 on 5 February 2019 which:

1. Further liberalized rules on: (a) inward investment and associated derivatives transactions by broadening the coverage of inward investment transactions, allowing registration of investments filed beyond the prescriptive period, expanding the definition of eligible banks that can register investments on behalf of BSP, streamlining processes and simplifying documentary requirements, and facilitating sale of FX relating to investments; and (b) outward investments and associated derivatives transactions by expanding the coverage of outward investment transactions and lifting the prior BSP approval requirement for purchase of FX for outward investments beyond the threshold amount, subject only to prior notification to the BSP; and

2. Allowed the submission of supporting documents through electronic means for: (a) registration of private sector foreign loans/borrowings without public sector guarantee; (b) registration of inward investments; and (c) sale of FX by banks covering various FX transactions.

Relaxed the following liquidity metrics, applicable to Expanded/Foreign Currency Deposit Unit (E/FCDU) operations of universal and commercial banks (U/KBs), effective 1 January 2018:

· Removal of the 30 percent liquid asset cover for E/FCDU liabilities; and

· Removal of the 70 percent same currency cover for E/FCDU liabilities.

Issued the following laws and regulations:

1. RA No. 11127, or the National Payment Systems Act, was enacted into law on 30 October 2018 to provide a comprehensive legal and regulatory framework which supports the twin objectives of maintaining a payment system that is necessary to control systemic risk and providing an environment conducive to the sustainable growth of the economy. Through a safe, efficient, and reliable payment system through which funds are transferred among banks and other institutions to discharge payment obligations arising from economic and financial transactions across the entire economy, the cost of exchanging goods and services is reduced. It is likewise an essential tool for the effective implementation of monetary policy, and the smooth functioning of money and capital markets.

2. RA No. 11211, or An Act Amending Republic Act No. 7653, Otherwise Known as the ‘New Central Bank Act’, and for Other Purposes” was signed into law on 14 February 2019 that bolsters the BSP’s capability to promote the stability of prices and the financial system. The new BSP Charter embodies a package of reforms that will further align its operations with global best practices, improve the BSP’s corporate viability, and enhance its capacity for crafting proactive policies amid rising inter-linkages in the financial markets and the broader economy. In line with current international trends, the law removes money supply and credit levels as basis for determining monetary policy. 

3. Circular No. 1010 dated 9 August 2018 was issued covering the enhanced rules for the issuance of bonds and commercial papers (CPs) in line with the thrust of the BSP to contribute to the development of the domestic capital market. The new rules set out the eligibility criteria for universal/commercial banks (U/KBs) and quasi-banks (QBs) to issue said instruments and require enrolment of the bonds in a market that is organized in accordance with the Securities and Exchange Commission’s (SEC) rules and regulations.  The enhanced rules aim to promote the objectives of an orderly and efficiently functioning market for debt securities and to protect the interest of the investing public. The new regulation aims to provide greater flexibility to banks and QBs in tapping the capital market as an alternative funding source.  

4. Circular No. 1001 dated 30 April 2018 was issued in support of the government’s Build, Build, Build initiative, the Monetary Board of the BSP amended regulations providing entities created as vehicles to implement major projects [often Special Purpose Entities (SPEs)] with a separate single borrower’s limit (SBL).  The SBL is currently at 25 percent of a bank’s/ QB’s net worth. Under these schemes, SPEs are ring-fenced by appropriate legal structures, operational set up, and controls so that assets and cash flows of SPEs remain separate from those of their sponsors, shareholders, and other related parties.  
5. RA No. 11439 on 22 August 2019 which allows the establishment of Islamic banks in the country in an effort to create opportunities for greater financial inclusion, especially for the "underserved" Muslim population. 

Islamic banking business, as defined under the said RA, refers to a banking business with objectives and operations that do not involve interest (riba) as prohibited by the Islamic or Shari’ah Law and which conducts its business in accordance with the principles of the Shari’ah.

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas is mandated to exercise

regulatory powers and supervision over the operations of

Islamic banks and to issue the implementing rules and

regulations on Islamic banking.
	Continue to review the FX regulatory framework to keep this attuned with domestic and global conditions and responsive to the needs of the country’s expanding and dynamic economy. The current policy thrust remains geared towards liberalization of FX regulations, facilitation of access to the banking system’s FX resources for legitimate transactions, and further streamlining of procedures and documentary requirements. The thrust to liberalize is calibrated and adopted in phases considering prevailing conditions and ensuring that measures are in place to allow the BSP to strengthen its ability to capture relevant data for policy study and report generation.

Pursue reforms to deepen the FX market, increase its efficiency and reduce the cost of doing business. Capital reforms shall also be actively pursued in collaboration with relevant stakeholders to provide the investing public with a wider array of financial products/services as well as increased transparency and governance of financial markets.



	Website for further information:  
	www.bsp.gov.ph

(Refer to BSP Circular Nos. 858, 918, 922, 925, 937, 942, 946, 742, 794, 815, 818, 781, 856, 881, 943, 905, 786, 826, 904, 981, 984, 1001, 1010 and 1030)


	

	Contact point for further details:
	The Senior Director

International Operations Department

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

TBMarcelo@bsp.gov.ph

The Managing Director

Policy and Specialized Supervision Sub-Sector

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

ljavier@bsp.gov.ph

The Officer-In-Charge

International Relations Department

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

dvaldivieso@bsp.gov.ph


	

	Services

Financial Services (Insurance)
	Republic Act No. 10607 or the Insurance Code signed in August 2013 is the primary legislation on insurance industry in the Philippines. Said law restricts non-Filipino citizens from owning more than 40% of adjusting companies. 

Improvements on laws and regulations were made with the enactment of RA No. 10881 (s. 2016) which lifted the nationality requirements for adjustment companies as provided in PD No. 612, and  allowed non-Filipino nationals to own up to 100% capital. As such, Section 332 of the Insurance Code has been amended providing that “no person, partnership, association or corporation shall act as an adjuster, as defined in the law, unless authorized to act by virtue of a license issued or renewed by the Commissioner  pursuant to the provisions of the Insurance Code.”
	

	Website for further information
	https://www.insurance.gov.ph/

(Refer to RA 10607: Amended Insurance Code, RA 9829: Pre-need Code
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Commissioner Dennis B. Funa

Office of the Insurance Commissioner

Insurance Commission

ocom@insurance.gov.ph
(02) 8523-84-61 to 70 loc. 113

(02) 8525-2015

Deputy Insurance Commissioner Ferdinand George A. Florendo

Deputy Insurance Commissioner- Financial Examination Group

fga.florendo@insurance.gov.ph
(02) 8523-84-61 to 70 loc. 114

(02) 8254-67-18

 
	

	Services

Energy


	Renewable Energy

Issued Department Order (DO) No. 2018-10-0018 on 23 October 2018 which provides guidelines for the operationalization of the Renewable Energy Trust Fund (RETF). The said fund is dedicated to finance research and development studies to drive wider utilization of the technology in the country. It can also be used to provide financing to qualified  research and development institutions engaged in RE studies.


	

	
	Power and Electrification

Issued R.A. No. 11234 or the Energy Virtual One Stop Shop (EVOSS) Act which aims to streamline the permitting process  for power generation, transmission and distribution projects. The EVOSS shall be under the supervision of the DOE. The law was approved by the President on 8  March 2019. (See additional information below on Investment – Improvements in applications for new energy projects.)
Retail Competition and Open Access (RCOA)

Issued Department Circular No. DC 2019-07-0011 which amends various DoE issuances implementing RCOA, which is provided under RA No. 9136 or the Electric Power Industry Reform Act of 2001to allow greater competition among power sellers by letting “contestable” consumers — or those whose consumption has reached a set threshold — choose their electricity supplier. 

Renewable Energy Market 

Introduced in December 2019 the Philippine Renewable Energy Market System (PREMS), an on-line trading platform for renewable energy with the intention of making this commercially available starting 2020. The PREMS will be used to track, monitor and assess the implementation and compliance to the Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) Rules on both grid and off-grid areas. 

	

	
	Energy Efficiency and Conservation

Signed RA No. 11285 or the Energy Efficiency and Conservation (EEC) Act on April 12, 2019 which mandates every local government unit (LGU) as well as every National Government Agency (NGA) is to establish an EEC Office with an appointed or designated Energy Conservation (Enercon) Officer.  The LGUs and NGAs will also have to develop and implement their respective EEC plans which will be integrated in their development plans, as well as to create monitoring and evaluation systems.  (Refer to the chapter on Investments for further details)
	

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.doe.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Undersecretary Jesus Cristino P. Posadas

Tel no.  8840-2236

Email  jesus.posadas@doe.gov.ph

Director Jesus T. Tamang

Energy Policy and Planning Bureau

Tel no. 8840.2288

Email jesus.tamang@doe.gov.ph

Director Mylene C. Capongcol

Renewable Energy Management Bureau

Tel no. 8840 2268
	

	Services

Air Transportation


	Signing of the Philippines-EU Horizontal Aviation Agreement in Brussels on 29 November 2018 which will not only remove nationality restrictions in bilateral air services agreements but will also harmonize standards and provisions between the Philippines and EU Member States in the fields of safety, taxation of aviation fuel, and compatibility with competition rules.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.cab.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	The Executive Director

Civil Aeronautics Board

CAB Building, Old MIA Road, Pasay City

Tel:  (632) 853-6761  

Fax: (632) 833-6911

E-mail:  cab_eprd@yahoo.com; info@cab.gov.ph
	

	Services

Maritime Transportation


	Issued an amendatory policy on the Rules in the Acquisition of Ships under Presidential Decree No. 760, as amended, (MC No. OS-2019-02), pertaining to the rules on registration and documentation of ships for permanent conversion from domestic to international voyages. All ships of domestic ownership plying Philippine waters regardless of size and use must be registered and issued a Certificate of Philippine Registry (CPR) and Certificate of Ownership (CO) from domestic to international trade. All ships registered under this issuance will not be deleted from the Philippine registry/reverted to their domestic trading without prior approval from MARINA.
Issued the revised rules and regulations relating to Registration and Licensing of Shipbuilding and Ship Repair Facilities and Entities without Dry-docking Facilities in 2018. The circular issued prescribes the standards, requirements and guidelines for the registration and licensing of all entities engaged in shipbuilding and/or ship repair activities in the country.
Launched the MARINA Integrated Seafarer Management Online (MISMO) System in December 2018 which centralizes processing of seafarer-related applications for identification and record book and STCW certificates through the online portal. MISMO ensures that the agency exercises strict and uncompromising quality procedures in the delivery of public service. Likewise, it enables seafarers to apply from anywhere, abroad or local.
Issued the Rules and Regulations in the Issuance of Seafarer’s Record Book (SRB) and Seafarers Identity Document (SID) in November 2018 to enhance and streamline the requirements and processing of SRBs and prescribe rules and regulations in the issuance of SID in compliance with the ILO 185 Convention. The SRB and SID will now replace the previous Seafarer’sIdentity Record Book (SIRB).. 


	Finalize the 10-Year Maritime Industry Development Plan (MIDP) which was approved in principle by the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) Board Committee on Infrastructure in 2019. The MIDP seeks to establish a nationally integrated and globally competitive maritime industry through the adoption of leading  maritime education, innovation, technology, and sustainability processes.

	Website for further information:  
	http://marina.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Vadm Narciso A. Vingson Jr

Officer-in-Charge, Office of the Administrator

Maritime Industry Authority

Bonificio Drive cor 20th Street and Rail Road Street

South Harbor, Port Area, Manila

oadm@marina.gov.ph
	

	Services

ICT/Telecommunications


	Issued the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) for the mobile number portability (MNP) law or RA No. 11202 (approved on 8 February 2019), which allows subscribers to transfer from one service provider to another without changing their mobile numbers

Under the rules that took effect on 9 July 2019, subscribers have to request from a provider a nine-digit unique subscriber code, which shall be then submitted to another provider. The original carrier will have a day to verify the request and the whole transfer should be completed within two days, if approved.  Subscribers who are qualified for MNP are those without outstanding financial obligation to the provider, and those that have no lock-in contracts with a carrier.


	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.dict.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Undersecretary Denis F. Villorente

Tel: (02) 920-0101 loc. 3000

Email: denis.villorente@dict.gov.ph

Director Maria Teresa M. Garcia

Tel: (02) 920-0101 local 3101

Email: international@dict.gov.ph

Department of Information and Communications Technology

C.P Garcia Ave., Diliman, Quezon City
	

	Services

Education Services


	Established the Philippine Qualification Framework (PQF)  under Republic Act No. 10968 . The Framework is a quality-assured national system for the development, recognition, and award of qualifications based on standards of knowledge, skills, and values acquired in different ways and methods by learners and workers of the country. It  describes the levels of educational qualifications and sets standards for qualification outcomes. The law also established the PQF-National Coordinating Council (composed of the DepEd, CHED, PRC, DOLE, TESDA and private stakeholders) to harmonize and promote a seamless education and training system. The IRR was approved on 15  January  2019. 
The ASEAN Qualification Reference Framework (AQRF) Committee has accepted the Philippine Report as aligned to the AQRF Referencing Criteria and has endorsed the same to the ASEAN Ministers of the Economy, Education and Labor in May 2019. The Philippine Report fulfills one the objectives of   R.A. No. 10968 to align domestic qualification standards with international qualification frameworks  to  support mobility of Filipino workers and learners.
Issued RA No. 1148 or the Transnational Higher Education Act  which expands access to educational services through the establishment and administration of  transnational higher education.  Under the new law, Foreign Higher Education Institutions are allowed to establish branch campuses in the Philippines through a local partner university. The local branch shall be managed and administered jointly by the parties, subject to the provisions of the Constitution on control and administration of educational institutions. The local partner shall be accountable for ensuring the quality of the programs offered.


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.deped.gov.ph, 

www.ched.gov.ph

www.dole.gov.ph

www.prc.gov.ph 

www.tesda.gov.ph
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Chairman Teofilo S. Pilando, Jr.

Professional Regulation Commission

prc.chairman.tsp@gmail.com

Deputy Executive Director Lily Freida Milla

Commisson on Higher Education

lmilla@ched.gov.ph, lily,freida@gmail.com

Undersecretary Tonisito MC Umali

Department of Education

Tonisito.umali@deped.gov.ph

Undersecretary Claro A. Arellano

Department of Labor and Employment

arellanoca@dole.gov.ph

Deputy Director General Rosanna A. Urdaneta

Technical Education and Skills Development Authority

oddgpp@tesda.gov.ph, raurdaneta@tesda.gov.ph
	

	Investment


	Continuous implementation of the 2017 Investment Priorities Plan (IPP) in support of the government’s Manufacturing Resurgence Program. The IPP provides emphasis for innovation-driven activities and adoption of MSME-oriented business model such as Inclusive Business Models for agroculture and tourism sectors to provide business opportunities to micro and small enterprises by integrating them to medium and large enterprises.

Amended the following general policies and specific guidelines in 2018 through the following memorandum circulars (MC):

· MC No. 2018-07– covers the amendments on the list of Less Developed Areas (LDAS) under the 2017 IPP

· MC No. 2018-08 – covers the amendments on specific guidelines for infrastructure and logistics including LGU-PPPs

· MC No. 2018-09 – covers the amendments on general policies on geographical consideration in Industry Development Policy and Corporate Social responsibility. It also covers amendments on specific guidelines for all qualified manufacturing activities including agro-processing, strategic services, healthcare services including drug rehabilitation centers, infrastructure and logistics including LGU-PPPs and special laws, specifically on publication or printing of books/textbooks (RA No. 8047)

Signed the EO No. 65, 11th Foreign Investment Negative List (FINL) on 29 October 2018. The 11th FINL liberalized the following activities to 100% foreign participation:

· Wellness Centers;

· Internet business;

· Teaching in higher education
;

· Training centers outside the formal education system
; and

· Insurance adjustment companies, lending companies, financing companies, and investment houses.

The new list also allows up to 40% foreign participation in contracts for construction and repair of locally funded public works (except those that are foreign funded or assisted and required to undergo international competitive auction), which used to have 25% foreign equity cap, and private radio communications network which used to have a 20% foreign equity cap, subject to applicable regulatory frameworks. This, however, does not cover infrastructure or development projects under RA7718, as well as projects which are foreign-funded or assisted and required to undergo international competitive bidding.

Signed RA No. 11032 or the Ease of Doing Business and efficient Government Service Delivery on 21 February 2018 which seeks to simplify requirements and streamline procedures that will expedite business and non-business related transactions in government. The Implementing Rules and  Regulations was signed on 17 July 2019 and sets the prescribed processing time from acceptance of application/request with complete documentary requirements and payment up to the issuance of a certification or similar document (whether approval or disapproval).

Signed RA No. 11232 or an Act Providing for the Revised Corporation Code of the Philippines on 20 February 2019 which provides for amendments to the Corporation Code of the Philippines. One of the significant changes in the law is the applicabilityof its provisions to One Person Corporations
 thus allowing the establishment on one person corporations. This also removes the number of incorporators which addresses the difficulty of investors, particularly start-ups, of having at least five incorporators.

Signed RA No. 11234 or an Act Establishing the Energy Virtual One-Stop Shop (EVOSS) for the Purpose of Streamlining the Permitting Process of Power Generation, Transmission, and Distribution Projects on 8 March 2019. Said system enables the paperless and electronic application and processing which serves as a single gateway where proponents can access all information necessary in the application of new power generation, transmission, or distribution projects. The system also allows the proponents to monitor the approval of their application. 
Signed RA No. 11262 or an Act Amending Sections 85 and 103 of RA No. 9593, otherwise known as the Tourism Act of 2009 which extends the incentives scheme under RA No. 9593 up to 31 December 2029. The Act also provides for the inclusion of the House and Senate Committees of Ways and Means in the Joint Congressional Oversight Committee and deletes the 10-year validity period for existence of said oversight committee.

RA No. 11285 further provides for the inclusion of energy efficiency projects in the annual IPP and entitlement of EO 226 incentives for ten (10) years. The law also provides the exemption of these projects from Article 32(1) of EO226 or the nationality requirement. The IRR was signed on 22 November 2019 and took effect on 21 December 2019 after publication.
Signed RA No. 11337 or an Act Providing benefits and Programs to Strengthen, Promote and Develop the Philippine Startup Ecosystem on 26 April 2019. Specifically, the Act will provide incentives and remove constraints to encourage the establishment and operation of innovative new businesses. It will also strengthen, promote, and develop an ecosystem of businesses and government and non-government institutions to foster an innovative entrepreneurial culture in the country.


	Issuance and implementation of the 2020 IPP.

Review of certain investments-related laws such as Public Services Act, Retail Trade Liberalization Act, Government Procurement Act, Investment Restrictions in Commonwealth Act No. 541 and the Contractors’ License Law, among others.

	
	Signed 12 new Memorandum if Agreements (MOA) on Investment Promotion with different local government units (LSUs).

Renewed theInvestment Promotion Unit Network (IPU-NET) Memorandum of Agreement with several government agencies on strengthening the collaborative assistance and facilitation of investors on a national level.

Additional government agencies are now using the BOI-One Window Network (OWN) as an online platform pre-investment and post-investment queries an concerns. These agencies are:

· Department of Agriculture;

· Department of Finance- Bureau of Local Government Finance;

· Department of Environment and Natural Resources- Environment Management Bureau; and

· Department of Tourism
	Capacitate the IPU-NET Member Agencies to utilize BOI-OWN in facilitating investments, pre-investment and post investments queries and concerns, request for inbound missions and joint venture facilitation.

	Website for further information:  
	www.boi.gov.ph
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Executive Director Corazon H. Dichosa

Industry Development Services

Board of Investments

Tel: (632) 8897-6682 local 326/325

Fax: (632) 8895-3983

E-mail:  MCHDichosa@boi.gov.ph

Executive Director Raul V. Angeles

Investment Assistance Center

Board of Investments

Tel: (632) 8897-6682 local 323/324

Fax: (632) 8897-3079

E-mail:  RVAngeles@boi.gov.ph
	

	Standards and Conformance


	The DTI-Bureau of Philippine Standards (DTI-BPS) serves as the Philippines’ World Trade Organization – Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO-TBT) National Enquiry Point (NEP) and the National Notification Authority (NNA). 
As of September 2019, the BPS maintains  86 Technical Committees (TCs) in the areas of Electrical and Electronic Products, Building, Construction, Mechanical and Transport, Chemical and Food Products, and Consumer Products and Services, 55 of which are active.

To date, The DTI-BPS developed a total of 10,890 Philippine National Standards (PNS) as of November 2019 where 79.38% or 8,644 were aligned with relevant international standards (ISO/IEC).

It actively participates in international standardization activities and maintains ISO Participating (P) membership to 25 TCs, 21 Sub-Committees (SCs), 1 project committee, and 3 Policy Development Committees (PDCs). Observer membership to 72 TCs and 42 SCs.

On IEC, the BPS maintains P membership to 4 TCs and 4 SCs and O membership to 11 TCs and  16 SCs.

From Nov. 2017 to Nov. 2019, the BPS has submitted 36 TBT notifications to the WTO (including revisions and addenda). These notifications  were regulations from DTI-BPS, DOH-Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and DA - Bureau of Agricultural and Fisheries Engineering (BAFE). Products covered by the notifications ranged from food ingredients containing aluminum lake colors and food additives, sweetened beverages, medical devices, radiographic equipment,  water treatment systems, building and construction materials, electrical products, agricultural machineries, among others.

BPS maintains the Standards and Conformance Portal (www.bps.dti.gov.ph), which provides a weekly notice and newsletter on TBT notifications, a quarterly newsletter on the developed/adopted PNS, and the weekly airing of a consumer advocacy radio program to promote transparency on Standards, Technical Regulation and Conformity Assessment Procedures (STRACAP).

The BPS maintains its Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) recognizing them as a standards development organization (SDO) which formulates/develops draft PNS.


	Continue to strictly adhere to the transparency obligations under the WTO Agreement including its Annexes and to bilateral and regional trade agreements.

Enhance participation in international standardization activities on high impact standards technical committees



	
	As of December 2019, a total of 293 PNS on agriculture and fishery products, machinery, and structures were developed by the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) and were included in the national repository of PNS maintained by DTI-BPS.

From the period of November 2017 to November 2019, the BAFS developed 99 PNS covering end-product standards and codes of practice for agriculture and fishery products, machinery, and structures.

Similarly, BAFS actively supports three (3) BPS TCs, namely: 

1. TC/SC No. 16 – Rubber and Rubber Products
2. TC/SC No. 20 – Agricultural and Other Food Products
3. TC/SC No. 81 – Mirror to Consumer Policy Committee (COPOLCO)

	Continue to develop, adopt and/or revise Philippine National Standards that are science-based and consistent with international standards. Continue to actively participate in national and international standardization activities.



	
	The Department of Agriculture (DA), as the SPS National Enquiry Point, sent 115 SPS notifications to the World Trade Organization (WTO). 60 of these were notifications on emergency measures and 10 addenda concerning animal diseases. 

DAalso sent a total of 42 regular notifications on food products including raw materials and food ingredients containing aluminum lake colors, food additives for further food processing; plant food; plants; and Philippine National Standards. There were also 3 addenda notifications, modifying content/scope of regulations on plants, planting materials and plant products for commercial purposes as well as concerning live animals.
	Continue to notify proposed and new SPS regulations to the WTO in accordance with the transparency provisions under the SPS Agreement.

	
	The DTI-Philippine Accreditation Bureau (PAB) continues to implement 10 accreditation schemes as of November 2019.
1. Quality Management System (QMS)

2. Food Safety Management System (FSMS)

3. Environmental Management System (EMS)

4. Energy Management System (EnMS)

5. Information Security Management System (ISMS)

6. Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP)

7. Product Certification Bodies

8. Testing and Calibration laboratories

9. Medical Testing laboratories

10. Inspection bodies
	Continue to maintain signatory status under the ILAC MRA, IAF MLA, and APAC MRA for accreditation schemes.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.bps.dti.gov.ph

http://pabaccreditation.dti.gov.ph/ 

http://www.bafs.da.gov.ph 

http://spsissuances.da.gov.ph
	

	Contact point for further details:
	The Director 

Bureau of Philippine Standards 

Department of Trade and Industry 

3F Trade & Industry Building 

361 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City 

Tel: +632.7791.3128

 E-mail: bps@dti.gov.ph 

The Director 

Philippine Accreditation Bureau

Department of Trade and Industry

3F, Tara Bldg., 389 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 1209

Tel. Nos. 0917.811.1946; 0917.811.6026; 0917.814.2344; 0917.802.0047; 895-3995 

E-mail: pab@dti.gov.ph 

The Executive Director 

Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries and Product Standards 

BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City

Tel. Nos. (632) 928.8756 loc. 3300-02 

Fax. No. (632) 455-2858

 E-mail: bafs.oed@gmail.com; standards.bafs@gmail.com

The Director

Policy Research Service

2/F BAFS Bldg., BPI Compound, 

Visayas Ave., Diliman, Quezon City

Tel Nos. 928.8756 loc. 2317, 2319

Email: noelpadre@yahoo.com
	

	Customs Procedures


	Issued the following Implementing Rules and Regulations through Customs Administrative Order (CAO):

1. CAO 17-2019 - Abandonment: Kinds, Effects and Treatment;

2. CAO 16-2019 - Government’s Right of Compulsory Acquisition;

3. CAO 15-2019 - Rules and Regulations for Customs Transit in the Customs Territory;

4. CAO 14-2019 - Amendment of CAO 1-2013 on Providing for New Rates of Services, Storage and Other Charges on Goods and Merchandise Stored at Customs Bonded Warehouse (CBW) Nos. 31, 55, 83, 124, 125, 182 and 185 operated by Philippine Skylanders Int’l. (PSI), Inc., Philippine Airlines, People’s Air Cargo (Paircargo), Delbros, Cargohaus, DHL Philippines and TMW Worldwide Express, within NAIA complex;

5. CAO 13-2019 - Customs Bonded Warehouses;

6. CAO 12-2019 - Transshipment of Goods;

7. CAO 11-2019 - Rules and Regulations on the Admission, Movement and Withdrawal of Goods in Free Zones;

8. CAO 10-2019 - Outsourcing of Non-Sovereign Customs Functions to Private Entities;

9. CAO 09-2019 - Establishment, Maintenance and Operations of Customs Facilities and Warehouses;

10. CAO 08-2019 - Policies on Admission, Movement, and Re-Exportation of Containers at the Seaports;

11. CAO 07-2019 - Pre-Lodgement Control Order and Alert Order;

12. CAO 06-2019 - Registration of Third Parties Dealing with the Bureau;

13. CAO 05-2019 - Rules and Regulations Governing the Registration of Customs Brokers Transacting with the Bureau of Customs and for Other Purposes;

14. CAO 04-2019 - Duty Drawback, Refund and Abatement;

15. CAO 03-2019 - Customs Jurisdiction and Exercise of Police Authority;

16. CAO 02-2019 - Marking of Imported Goods and Containers;

17. CAO 01-2019 – Post Clearance Audit and Prior Disclosure Program; and

18. CAO 01-2018 - Amended Rules on Consolidated Shipment of “Balikbayan Boxes”

Launched the Parcel Tracking System in September 2019 to allow customers to monitor the location and status of parcels sent to them either by air or sea.

Utilization of Dashboard for internal stakeholders. It is a Bureau of Customs (BOC) Management Tool designed to help the Commissioner and other BOC Officials monitor port activities and to make decisions based on data analysis.

Use of information technology through the implementation of the seven (7) systems namely: 

a. Goods Declaration Verification System (GDVS);

b. National Value Verification System (NVVS);

c. Alert Order Monitoring System (AOMS);

d. Document Tracking System (DTS);

e. Cargo Targeting System (CTS);

f. Customer Care Portal System (CCPS); and

g. Parcel and Balikbayan Boxes Tracking System

Formally launched the Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program under Customs Administrative Order or CAO-5-2017 as part of the Trade Facilitation Program of the Philippine Bureau of Customs on 2 December 2019.

Implemented  the Online Submission of application for accreditation of importers.


	Accreditation of importers will be made online

Cargo Targeting System will include Air Manifest which will also be integrated with the Advanced Risk Management System

The seelectivity rules/criteria for goods description will be enhanced
A Pilot Implementation of Trade Net Licensing and Clearance with 5 pilot agencies will be done

The Electronic Certificate of Origin Live Exchange with ASW will be implemented

The Product-based Value Reference System will be fully functional

An online payment system for miscellaneous transactions will be established and the Informal Entry System Module for informal commercial transactions will be utilized

The automated bonds management system and export system will be integrated to the automated customs system


	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.ph

	

	Contact point for further details:
	The Commissioner

Office of the Commissioner

Bureau of Customs

G/F OCOM Building

Port Area, Manila

Tel. +632 5274537, 5271935

Fax. + 632 5266355

Email:boc.commissioner@customs.gov.ph; boc.cares@customs.gov.ph, edwardjames.dybuco@customs.gov.ph
cawilewl@customs.gov.ph

	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Improved  the Philippines’ ranking in the Global Innovation Index (GII) from 73 to 54, making the country one of the most improved countries in ASEAN;

Acceded to the Marrakesh Treaty
 to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons who are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print-disabled, which enables trade of foreign published works in formats accessible to visually-impaired and otherwise print-disabled Filipinos;

Rolled-out the National Intellectual Property Strategy (NIPS), an agenda to harness IP for innovation, creativity, and knowledge generation; for entrepreneurship and competitiveness; and to achieve public policy goals such as universal access to health care, agricultural self-sufficiency, and inclusive growth;

Started operations as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority (ISA/IPEA), enabling it to conduct search and preliminary examination of international applications filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO);

Implemented the Joint Examination Track (JET) to reduce the turnaround time in reviewing trademark applications;
Launched the issuance of electronic official receipt, completing the end-to-end online services of IPOPHL (from filing of IP registration, correspondence and exchange of documents, and to payment) and therefore, contributing to the ease of doing business in the country;

Opened five (5) new IPOPHL Satellite Offices (IPSOs) in Vigan, Butuan, Dumaguete, Zamboanga, and Naga bringing the total number of IPSOs to 16 and making IPOPHL services available nationwide;

Sustained effective IPR enforcement activities, which maintained the Philippines’ good standing in the USTR Special 301 Report; and

Enacted RA No. 11057, otherwise known as the Personal Property Security Law, which establishes a unified and modern legal framework for securing obligations with personal property including intellectual property.


	Implement the NIPS, which provides for the SPEED. strategic goals for the period 2020 to 2025:

S-upport sectoral advancement through the use of the IP system

P-romote innovation and utilization/commercialization of IP assets

E-levate the creative and cultural industries

E-nhance the legal system, institutions, and structures related to IP

D-emystify, mainstream and professionalize IP 

The specific actions that will be undertaken on each of the SPEED strategic goals include, among others:

· Design and implement a MSME IP Promotion Program comprising of incentives, facilities, and projects to promote increased use of the IP system by MSMEs;

· Amend current laws and/or policies to protect Fourth Industrial Revolution technologies based on current discussions on the mode of protection

· Establish an IP fast track lane and help desk for higher educational institutions (HEIs)/ research development institutions (RDIs) to encourage protection of university/RDI research outputs

· Adopt rules for patents involving genetic resources and traditional knowledge (GRTK) and for trademarks and copyright involving traditional cultural expression (TCE)

· Collaborate with the judiciary on the effective and expedient legal judicial procedures on IP cases

· Propose amendments or revisions to the IP Code to enhance existing substantive IP law, strengthen institutions, promote innovations and technology, build up capacities for enforcement and legal remedies

· Organizational re-structuring of IPOPHL to further improve and deliver quality services and respond to global developments
· Coordinate and collaborate with relevant government agencies to integrate and/or incorporate IP in the country’s educational system/ respective curriculum

· Professionalize IP through accreditation and certification

	Website for further information:  
	www.ipophil.gov.ph
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Atty. Teodoro C. Pascua




Deputy Director General

Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines

Intellectual Property Center, 28 Upper McKinley Road, McKinley Hill Town Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City

Tel.: +632 238 6300

Fax: +632 890 4862

Email: teodoro.pascua@ipophil.gov.ph

Atty. Nelson P. Laluces

Deputy Director General

Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines

Intellectual Property Center, 28 Upper McKinley Road, McKinley Hill Town Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City

Tel.: +632 238 6300

Fax: +632 890 4862

Email: nelson.laluces@ipophil.gov.ph
Atty. Leny B. Raz

Director, Bureau of Trademarks

Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines

Intellectual Property Center, 28 Upper McKinley Road, McKinley Hill Town Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City

Tel.: +632 238 6300

Fax: +632 890 4862

Email: leny.raz@ipophil.gov.ph
Ms. Maria Katrina D. Rivera

Attorney IV, Office of the Director General
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines

Intellectual Property Center, 28 Upper McKinley Road, McKinley Hill Town Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City

Tel.: +632 238 6300

Fax: +632 890 4862
Email: mkatrina.rivera@ipophil.gov.ph
	

	Competition Policy


	Submitted inputs on various Congressional bills and recommendations with regard to the proposed policies of the Executive Branch in an effort to advocate the principles of healthy market competition. Among others, it proposed amendments to the Retail Trade Liberalization Act as well as to the 80-year old Public Services Act particularly on telecommunications.

Initiated flagship activities such as the Manila Forum on Competition in Developing Countries, Call for Collaboration with law schools, roadshows and campus tours, and dialogues with business associations and the judiciary. The Legal Education Board has also integrated competition law in the corporation law subject and has included it as a stand-alone elective in the curricula of law schools. 

	In 2020, the Philippine Competition Commission (PCC) will focus its competition analysis and enforcement on telecommunications, retail, energy and electricity, transportation, construction, health and pharmaceuticals, and food. The PCC’s initiatives in these sectors are intended to unlock the economic potential of these industries that have long been protected by regulations. 

Finalize the EO on the National Competition Policy (NCP) which aims to complement the Philippine Competition Act by stirring initiatives of government institutions to adopt and implement regulations and administrative procedures that promote competition, strengthen the enforcement of anti-trust laws, and ensure competitive neutrality. 

Once the EO on the NCP is approved, the following will be undertaken:

· regional briefings with stakeholders all over the country to promote awareness of the NCP and to provide guidance in the implementation of the PCA and other competition-related laws;

· regular monitoring, evaluation, and reporting of the accomplishments and challenges in the implementation of the NCP and the PCA. A public feedback mechanism (e.g. online platform and hotline numbers) will be established to provide a venue where the private and public sectors can seek assistance and report non-compliance by NGAs, offices, instrumentalities, GOCCs or LGUs with the NCP, PCA, and other competition-related laws and issuances; and
· review the EO and recommend to the Office of the President necessary amendments every five (5) years from implementation or earlier as the need arises.

	
	Pushed for a more robust and streamlined merger review process by adjusting its notification thresholds for the second time. The PCC raised the value of Size of Party threshold from PHP 5 billion to PHP 5.6 billion, and the value of Size of Transaction threshold from PHP 2 billion to PHP 2.2 billion. 

Launched the Expedited Merger Review Rules wherein qualified transactions will now be subjected to a fast-track review period of 15 working days instead of the statutory period of 30 calendar days. Moreover, PCC issued the Rules for Solicited Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Projects. This streamlines the merger review process for these transactions, paving the way for a faster rollout of priority infrastructure projects.


	Further streamline its merger review process by issuing a circular on the process for exemption from compulsory notification of unsolicited PPP projects.

PCC to undertake in-depth research to support merger reviews and competition enforcement and to provide inputs for advocacy initiatives. These include analyses of sector regulations and market conditions, and an impact evaluation of PCC’s decisions. It will also conduct research on vertical restraints and the impact of government subsidies and subsidy-like measures on the competition landscape.

	
	Published the Rules of its Leniency Program in January 2019.The Program is designed to deter the creation of cartels and to aid in the detection and prosecution of existing ones. It also provides incentives to cooperation from current and former cartel participants who possess information and/or evidence necessary for a successful investigation of a case.


	

	
	Signed 6 Memoranda of Agreement and 2 Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) in 2019 to bolster efforts to mainstream competition policy. PCC established ties with four regulators in sectors prioritized by the Commission due to their impact on consumers, namely: Department of Trade and Industry, Department of Energy, Energy Regulatory Commission , and Department of Agriculture. The agreements with these agencies are expected to facilitate better policy coordination and fast-track investigation of cases where competition concerns may arise. The PCC inked a partnership with the Bases Conversion and Development Authority, sealing a harmonized campaign to foster competition in the big-ticket projects of the government’s Build, Build, Build program.


	Establish and reinforce ties with other institutions to further expand its enforcement network.  There are plans for MOUs with peers in the Asia-Pacific, including the Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore and the Hong Kong Competition Commission. The PCC will also be tapping the assistance of the OECD for a third-party peer review of its processes and outputs. 

Domestically, the PCC looks forward to solidifying and formalizing inter-agency ties with other sector regulators, particularly the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board, the Intellectual Property Office, and the Department of Information and Communications Technology.

	
	In an effort to promote capacity building across all fields such as merger and acquisition review and investigation of anti-competitive conduct and abuse of dominance, the NEDA Board and the ADB Board of Directors approved the Capacity Building to Foster Competition Project. The Project has three outputs as follows:

· Output 1 - Institutional capacity of the PCC strengthened.

· Output 2 - A Government staff development program for competition established.

· Output 3 - An academic center of excellence in competition law and economic policy established.
	Propose to Congress amendments to the PCA to address significant issues that have emerged during its first three years of operationalization. The amendments will be aimed at strengthening PCC’s mandate and operations, keeping in mind that actions in its early years spell the basis for future enforcement actions. 

PCC to ramp up preparations for the establishment of regional offices in Cebu and Davao by 2021.

	Website for further information:  
	https://phcc.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Executive Director Kenneth V. Tanate

Philippine Competition Commission

Tel.: (632) 771-9722 loc. 152

Email: oed@phcc.gov.ph; kvtanate@phcc.gov.ph

Benjamin E. Radoc, Jr. 

Director, PCC-Economics Office

Philippine Competition Commission

E-mail: beradocjr@phcc.gov.ph

Thelma C. Manuel

Director, NEDA-Governance Staff

National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)

E-mail: TCManuel@neda.gov.ph
	

	Government Procurement


	Issued the 2016 Revised IRR of RA No. 91841 which aims to, among others: strengthen procurement planning and budget linkage; enhance transparency by requiring participation of civil society, through non-governmental organizations (NGOs), in all BAC meetings and in all stages of the procurement process, and extended the Issuance of Notice to invite prospective Observers from three (3) days to five (5) days to ensure that concerned observers will appear during conduct of biddings; fast track government acquisition through early/short of award procurement; reduce costs to government by increasing the thresholds for newspaper advertisement and including a sunset provision; and, ease eligibility check and reduce disqualification of bidders or failure of biddings through measures such as mandatory registration under Platinum Membership with the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System (PhilGEPS).

Major issuances relative to the 2016 Revised IRR are:

· GPPB Resolution No. 07-2018 - Approving Amendments to Section 2, Annex "E" of the 2016 Revised IRR of RA 9184 and the Philippine Bidding Documents (PBD) for Infrastructure Projects which provides an alternative payment scheme considering the actual completion of the infrastructure project or a specific portion, segment, milestone, or phase of the project;

· GPPB Resolution No. 06-2019 - Adoption of foreign equity requirement under EO 65 s. 2018 and amendment of the relevant provisions of the 2016 Revised IRR of RA 9184; and

· GPPB Resolution No. 07-2019 - Approving amendments to Item III (A)1(a), (b) and (c) of Annex “I” of the 2016 Revised IRR of RA 9184, Clauses 23.1 until 23.5 of the General Conditions of the Contract (GCC), PBD for the Procurement of Goods and Clause on Liquidated Damages of the GCC, PBD for the Procurement of Goods, Infrastructure Projects and Consulting Services;

· GPPB Resolution No. 12-2019 - Approving the amendment of Section 42.6 of the 2016 Revised IRR of RA 9184, the Guidelines on Procurements involving Foreign-Denominated Bids, Contract Prices and Payment using Letters of Credit (LC) and Clause 10.5 of the Special Conditions of Contract (SCC) of the 5th Edition of the PBD for the Procurement of Goods;

· GPPB Resolution No. 13-2019 - Approving amendments to Sections 8.5.2, 23.2, 24.2 of the 2016 Revised IRR of RA 9184, Clause 11 of the Instructions to Bidders, PBD for the Procurement of Goods, Clause 11 of the Instructions to Bidders, PBD for the Procurement of Infrastructure Projects, Clause 2.2 of the Eligibility Documents and Clause 9 of the Instructions to Bidders, PBD for the Procurement of Consulting Services, and Appendix “9” or the Guidelines in the determination of Eligibility of Foreign Suppliers, Contractors, and Consultants to participate in government procurement projects, and relevant portions of the Generic Procurement Manuals;

· GPPB Resolution No. 14-2019 - Approving the issuance of the circular on the implementation of Early Procurement Activities and amending Sections 7.5, 7.6 and 20.1(c)(i) of the 2016 Revised IRR of RA 9184, the affected clauses in the Generic Procurement Manuals, and the Annual Procurement Plan and Procurement Monitoring Report formats;

Furthermore, the following salient undertakings/decisions, among others, were issued by the GPPB to facilitate/expedite the procurement process:

· Approval of Guidelines on the Use of the Virtual Store for the Procurement of Common Use Supplies and Equipment (CSE);

· Inclusion of Motor Vehicles in the List of Common Use Supplies and Equipment of the Procurement Service;

· Authorizing the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) and the Procurement Service (PS) to issue specific procedural process for the operationalization of a centralized procurement of motor vehicles; and,

· Amending the Guidelines on Ordering Agreements/Framework Agreements providing for a Framework Agreement of up to three (3) years. The Guidelines was approved for pilot testing of big procuring entities, namely: Department of Education (DepEd), Department of Health (DOH), Department of National Defense (DND), and DBM-PS;

· GPPB Resolution No. 16-2019 - Approval of the Use of Digital Signature in procurement related documents;

· GPPB Resolution No. 20-2019 - Approving the Delisting of Motor Vehicles in the List of Common-Use Supplies and Equipment of the Procurement Service;

· GPPB Resolution No. 21-2019 - Approving the Delisting of Airline Tickets under the Government Fares Agreement in the List of Common-Use Supplies and Equipment of the Procurement Service;

· GPPB Circular No. 03-2019 - Guidance on Contract Termination Due to Fifteen Percent (15%) Negative Slippage By the Contractor in Infrastructure Projects;

· GPPB Circular No. 04-2019 - Clarification on the Acceptability of a Temporary PCAB License as a requirement in Government Procurement Activities;

· GPPB Circular No. 05-2019 - Payment through Issuance of Letters of Credit from Government Servicing Banks (GSBs) in favor of Foreign Suppliers;

· GPPB Circular No. 06-2019 - Guidelines on the Implementation of Early Procurement Activities (EPA); and

· GPPB Circular No. 07-2019 - SK BAC Composition and Conduct of Procurement.

In addition, for monitoring purposes, the following have been issued: 

· GPPB Resolution No. 02-2019 - Resolution Requiring the Procurement Service of the Department of Budget and Management to Come Up with a Reporting Mechanism to the GPPB; and

· GPPB Resolution No. 04-2018 - Approving the Issuance of Circular Reiterating the Presidential Issuances on Government Procurement. Said issuances include Memorandum Circular No. 39, s. 2018 which mandates all procuring entities to comply with the provisions of RA 9184 and its 2016 Revised IRR, and to submit to the Office of the President, for monitoring and evaluation purposes, a report for funds transferred to DBM-PS for the purpose of procuring supplies, equipment and infrastructure projects every year. 


	Complete conduct of the Methodology for Assessing Procurement Systems (MAPS) Assessment 2019.

Revise the Community Participation in Procurement Manual (CPPM).

Simplify the PBDs, and expedite review and approval of the Customized PBD under Framework Agreement.

Additional amendments to the Guidelines for the use of a Framework Agreement for all Procuring Entites.

Simplify the rules for recurring procurement projects and for individual consultants.

Revisit/review mandatory PhilGEPS Registration Rule.

Revisit/review price escalation rules and processes

Expedite development of the mGEPS facility which will include mechanisms to monitor blacklisted entities, requirement of mandatory Platinum Registration, and updating of the system to consider remote areas.

Complete ongoing studies on Online subscription rules (online payment in collaboration with COA); Generic Procurement Manual for Cloud and ICT Procurementt; E-bidding Rules & Market Place; Use of Market Sounding in Procurement Planning; Debriefing for losing bidders; and Procurement Data Dashboard & Procurement Risk Registry.

Develop and implement interim review of procurement performance.

Conduct nationwide capacity building workshops on procurement planning including the following Capacity Development Interventions planned for 2020:

· Procurement Forum for January 2020;

· Procurement Summit for February 2020;

· 1st Regional Procurement Summit, 1st Sem 2020;

· 1st Regional Procurement Consultation Fora, 1st Sem 2020;

· Procurement Module in Executive Course/Traning Program of the Local Government Academy;

· Inclusion of Procurement Track in Public Financial Management Competency Program of DBM;

· Procurement Professionalization Program for Metro Manila Cities for 1st Sem 2020;

· In-House Training Program for Government & Private Sectors for 1st Sem 2020;

· Customized Training Program for Civil Society Organizations for 2nd Sem 2020; and

· Customized Training Program for BARMM;

Implement digital procurement interventions (planned for 2020)

· Development of Procurement Query Management System for automatic online response to phone and email queries on procurement and development of a FAQ Manual for PIRs; 

· Online Submission of Blacklisting Reports, APPs & PMRs of Government Agencies which would allow government agencies to submit Blacklisting Reports, Annual Procurement Plans and Project Monitoring Reporst online and post in the GPPB website; and

· Develop Procurement Data Dashboard and Procurement Risk Registry.


	
	
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.gppb.gov.ph/

http://www.neda.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Executive Director Rowena Candice M. Ruiz

Government Procurement Policy Board- Technical Support Office

Unit 2504, Raffles Corporate Center, F. Ortigas Jr. Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City

Tel/Fax: (632) 7900-6741 to 44

E-mail: rcmruiz@gppb.gov.ph; gppb@gppb.gov.ph; secretariat@.gppb.gov.ph

Jonathan L. Uy

OIC Undersecretary, NEDA

Tel.: (632) 8631-2192

Email: JLUy@neda.gov.ph

Roderick M. Planta

Assistant Secretary, NEDA

Tel.: (632) 8631-3724

Fax: (632) 8631-2188

Email: RMPlanta@neda.gov.ph

Kathleen P. Mangune

Director, NEDA-Infrastructure Staff

Tel.: (632) 8631-3724

Fax: (632) 8631-2188

Email: KPMangune@neda.gov.ph
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Enacted RA No. 11032 or the Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018 (EODB and EGSD Act) in May 2018 and the issued its IRR in July 2019 which paved the way for the institutionalization of RIA. 

In view of the institutionalization of RIA, all proposed regulations shall undergo RIA to establish if the proposed regulation does not add undue regulatory burden and cost to agencies and applicants or requesting parties. As of May 2019, a total of 116 agencies and a total of 869 participants were covered by the training conducted under the MGR Program since its launch in 2016.

The EODB and EGSD Act created the ARTA to ensure the attainment of its policy objectives. It is now responsible for the implementation of Project Repeal, a regulatory reform initiative to repeal outdated regulations and reduce the cost of compliance. In the ARTA’s Project Repeal database, 6,137 issuances have already been acted from the first to the fourth Repeal Day. Of the 6,137 issuances reviewed by different participating agencies: 2,027 issuances were repealed, 165 issuances were amended, 69 issuances were consolidated, 3,346 issuances were delisted, and 505 issuances were retained.

On the institutionalization of Regulatory Management System (RMS), while the Philippines has the elements of RMS, it does not have a formal system that pulls together all measures necessary in the development and implementation of regulations.


	Formulate and implement the National Policy on Regulatory Management System (NPRMS). The NPRMS will formally establish the National Regulatory Management System which includes policies, institutions, processes and tools employed by the Philippine government to pursue and maintain good quality regulation. Included in the National Policy are the guidelines and procedures on the conduct of ex-post evaluation and ex-ante assessment of regulations through Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) by government agencies and the regulatory review of the  ARTA.

Drafting of the RIA Manual of the Government of the Philippines which will guide government agencies and instrumentalities in the conduct of the RIA. A range of assessment tools will also be included in the RIA Manual such as but not limited to Cost-Benefit Analysis, Cost Effectiveness and Breakeven Analysis, Multi-Criteria Analysis, and Standard Cost Model. The Manual will also incorporate other lenses of analysis such as Competition Impact Assessment, Gender and Social Inclusion Impact Assessment, and Environment Impact Assessement.

Develop the Philippine Business Regulations Information System (PBRIS) which will ensure the diseemination of and public access to information on regulatory management system and changes in laws and regulations relevant to the public.

Conduct capacity building trainings/workshops on Regulatory Management; particularly on Basic and Advanced RIA. Currently, the training provided will be for priority government agencies. It will be expanded to cover other government agencies, instrumentalities and local government units in the coming years.

Review of existing and proposed regulations through Project Repeal and RIA as provided by the EODB and EGDS Act and its IRR.



	
	Water Sector

On Creation of the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the Water Regulatory Commission (WRC), the Executive Version was endorsed by the Presidential Legislative Liaison Office (PLLO) to the Offices of House Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano and Senate President Vicente Sotto III through separate letters dated 07 August 2019.

Conducted to deliberate on 35 House Bills on the creation of an apex body for the water sector and consequently formulate a substitute House Bill (HB). The unnumbered substitute HB, which was jointly approved by the HOR Committees incorporates the creation of both the DWR and the WRC into a single consolidated bill.

Conducted a Public Hearing to deliberate on eight (8) Senate Bills (SB) involving policy reforms in the water resources sector.


	Discuss further, through the TWG, the Senate Bills on the creation of the DWR.

Executive Secretary to review and vet/recommend the proposed EO on Integrating and Coordinating the Management of Water by Transforming and Strengthening the National Water Resources Board (NWRB) into the National Water Management Council (NWMC) to the President; and approval of the EO by the President. 



	
	Transportation Sector

In line with the National Transport Policy (NTP) approved on 27 June 2017 and issued through NEDA Board Resolution No. 5 s. 2017, its implementing rules and regulations was approved by the NEDA Board Committee on Infrastructure (INFRACOM) on 14 December 2018. The NTP espouses the State's Transport Vision of a safe, secure, reliable, efficient, integrated, intermodal, affordable, cost-effective, environmentally sustainable, and people-oriented national transport system that ensures improved quality of life of the people.

In view of one of the strategies in the NTP, issued EO No. 96 on 21 November 2019, creating the Philippine Railway Institute (PRI) to serve as the Department of Transportation’s (DOTr) research and training center and shall be responsible for developing, formulating and recommending plans, programs, standards and guidelines pertaining to the development of personnel in the railways sector.

On the Formulation of a Philippine Transport System Master Plan (PTSMP). NEDA embarked on the formulation of a Philippine Transport System Master Plan (PTSMP) to come up with a master plan, formulated based on a detailed assessment of the existing national transport network and the results of a comprehensive analysis of the gaps therein and ensure a holistic, people-oriented and evidence-based program/project selection process. The PTSMP final reports are currently being enhanced by the Consultants to take into consideration inputs/comments from concerned agencies (i.e., Department of Transportation and NEDA).
	Undertake appropriate measures for legislative action to ensure that the NTP guides the long-term development of the transport sector.

Fully implement EO 96;

Upon review and acceptance of the PTSMP final reports by the concerned transportation agencies, the PTSMP will be presented to the Inter-Agency Technical Committee on Transport Planning (IATCTP) for approval and subsequent endorsement to the INFRACOM.

Creation of a National Transportation Safety Board (NSTB) which will investigate all transportation-related accidents and ensure compliance with transport safety standards, is currently being deliberated in the Senate. 

	
	
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.neda.gov.ph/

www.arta.gov.ph
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Jonathan L. Uy

OIC Undersecretary

National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)

Tel.: (632) 8631-2192

Email: JLUy@neda.gov.ph

Roderick M. Planta

Assistant Secretary, NEDA

Tel.: (632) 8631-3724

Fax: (632) 8631-2188

Email: RMPlanta@neda.gov.ph

Kathleen P. Mangune

Director, Infrastructure Staff, NEDA

Tel.: (632) 8631-3724

Fax: (632) 8631-2188

Email: KPMangune@neda.gov.ph

Thelma C. Manuel

Director, NEDA-Governance Staff

E-mail: TCManuel@neda.gov.ph

Atty. Ira Paulo A. Pozon 
OIC Director - Better Regulations Office 
Anti-Red Tape Authority 
Email: iap@arta.gov.ph
Ms. Karen Isabelle Aquitana

Program Manager, ARTA-Better Regulations Office

Tel.: 8478-5099
Email: KarenAquitana@arta.gov.ph

info@arta.gov.ph


	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Concluded the Philippines’ 5th Trade Policy Review in 2018

Submitted the following notifications:

· Import Licensing Procedures;

· Sanitary and phytosanitary measures;

· Technical barriers to trade;

· Anti-dumping;

· Safeguard;

· Subsidies (new and full notification);

· State trading enterprise;

· Agriculture (domestic support, export subsidies and market access – special safeguard and tariff quotas)

Passed of RA No. 11203 or the Rice Tariffication Law replacing quantitative restrictions (QR) on rice to tariffs.


	Participate actively in the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference to be held on 8-11 June 2020 in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan

Issuance of rules and regulations on the use of Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) flexibilities on public health

	
	Signed the ASEAN-Wide Self-Certification (AWSC) Scheme which provides for a simplified and streamlined procedure to claim and be granted preferential tariff treatment under the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA). Under the AWSC, exporters may apply for Certified Exporter (CE) status, and once granted, may issue an origin declaration that certify the originating status of their goods, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 3 on Rules of Origin and Operational Certification Procedures (OCP) of the ATIGA. This declaration may be used in lieu of a Certificate of Origin (CO) to claim for ATIGA preferential tariffs. ASEAN Member States are expected to implement the AWSC by March 2020. 

Inclusion of the Self-Declaration Scheme under Philippines- European Free Trade Association (EFTA)  Agreement. Under the scheme, exporters no longer need to secure certificates of origin when they export to EFTA member states. Instead, exporters need only to accomplish and Origin Declaration (OD) that states that the products in question satisfy the rules of origin under the FTA. 


	Complete domestic consultations and ratify the AWSC Scheme



	Website for further information:  
	https://www.dti.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Undersecretary Ceferino S. Rodolfo

Industry Development and Trade Policy Group

Department of Trade and Industry

4F Industry and Investments Building

385 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City

Trunkline: (+632) 897.6682 locs. 248, 296

Phone: (+632) 896.8485/ 791-3433

Telefax: (+632) 895.3512

Email: CeferinoRodolfo@dti.gov.ph

Assistant Secretary Allan B. Gepty

DTI- Bureau of International Trade Relations

375 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (+632) 465-3300 loc. 428/439

Email: AllanGepty@dti.gov.ph

Assistant Secretary Noel A. Padre

Policy, Research and Development 

Department of Agriculture

Diliman, Quezon City

Tel:  (632) 926-7439

Fax: (632) 928-0590

E-mail: noelpadre@yahoo.com
	

	Dispute Mediation


	Amended the 1997 Rules on Civil Procedure
 in 2019 to ensure that procedures for mediation now figures more prominently in the Rules, incorporating technological advances and developments in law, jurisprudence and international conventions.

The SupremeCourt adopted the standard in determining whether the enforcement of an award is contrary to public policy. The illegality and immorality of the award must reach a certain threshold such that, enforcement of the same would be against the State’s fundamentaltenets of justice and morality, or would blatantly be injurious to the public or the interests of the society.

Issued RA No. 11232 or the “Revised Corporation Code of the Philippines,” which allows corporations to include arbitration agreements in their articles of incorporation or bylaws. When there is such an agreement, “disputes between the corporation, its stockholders or members, which arise from the implementation of the articles of incorporation or bylaws, or from intra-corporate relations, shall be referred to arbitration.”


	Monitor and address the impact of the amendments in the Rules on Civil Procedure, particularly on court-annexed mediation (CAM) and judicial dispute resolution (JDR).



	
	Amended the Construciton Industry Arbitration Commission (CIAC) Rules of Procedure Governing Construciton Arbitration to include the ff:

· Clarifying that if an arbitrator does not communicate his/her acceptance or refusal of his/her appointment to CIAC within the period prescribed in Section 10.3, the appointment shall be deemed accepted; a replacement shall be appointed only if an arbitrator refuses/declines the appointment on the existence of a ground for disqualification or on the basis of just and valid reasons for refusal/non-acceptance;

· Providing for an exception from the general rule in Section 18.5 (Execution/Enforcement of Awards) that if no bond to stay execution is posted, a motion filed by the prevailing party for execution pending appeal may be granted, unless such party itself appealed the award or any portion thereof; and

· Deleting the 2nd paragraph of Section 6.2 (Notices) which provides for the dismissal of a case if Respondent’s whereabouts are unknown; reverting to the previous rule that notice to the Respondent’s last known address is sufficient in order to be consistent with the rules of other arbitral institutions as well as to provide for notices to foreign corporations, conforming with the provision in the Corporation Code for the service of summons or other legal processes on a respondent foreign entity without any resident agent in the Philippines or has ceased to do business in the country, to be made upon the Securities & Exchange Commission with the same force and effect as if made upon the duly authorized officers of the corporation at its home office.
Revised the minimum requirements for accreditation of CIAC arbitrators to accommodate the possibility of accepting foreign professionals applying for CIAC accreditation, and clarifying the required Bachelor’s degree in a course relevant to any field of construction or construction activity includes Quantity Surveying and others which the CIAC Screening Committee shall consider as relevant to construction.


	Continuing review and updating of the CIAC Rules to make these a more effective tool in guiding construction arbitration proceedings for the efficient and expeditious resolution of construction disputes brought before the CIAC.

	
	Implemented mandatory mediation for IP cases to achieve a quicker, more cost-effective, and a more amicable means of resolving IP disputes;

Introduced the service Mediation Outside Litigation, allowing parties to submit their dispute to mediation even before or without filing a case, which gives the parties the opportunity to reach an agreement at the earliest possible instance;
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.osg.gov.ph/

http://ciap.dti.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Solicitor General Jose C. Calida

Office of the Solicitor General 

134 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City

Tel: (632) 988-1674/ 818-6301 to 08

Fax: (632) 817-6037

E-mail: docket@osg.gov.ph

Executive Director Ramon L. Abiera

DTI- Construction Industry Authority of the Philippines

5F Executive Center Bldg.

369 Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., cor. Makati

Ave., Makati City

Phone: (+632) 895.4424

Fax: (+632) 897.9336

Email: RamonAbiera@dti.gov.ph; CIAP@dti.gov.ph
	

	Mobility of Business People


	Implementing Foreign Service Circular 157-2016 which extends visa-free entry to the Philippines of nationals from 157 countries, with an initial stay of 30 days.

Issued a Department Circular on Establishing the Operational Framework for the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme which simplifies documentary requirements for ABTC applicants and opens an opportunity for  Filipino businessmen to apply for ABTC directly to the Department of Foreign Affairs.

Pre-clearance for ABTC foreign applications and processing time for ABTC domestic applications shortened.

Top companies in the Philippines invited to apply for ABTC.

Issued RA No. 11337 or the Innovative Startup Act which streamlines government and non-government initiatives to advance innovation and trade in the country, including the issuance of visas to startup investors.


	Implementation of the signed Department Circular on Establishing the Operational Framework for the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) Scheme

Conduct information dissemination on ABTC

Implementation of the signed Innovative Startup Act 

	
	Issued Joint Guidelines No. 01, series of 2019: Issuance of Work and Employment Permits for Foreign Nationals (DOLE-DOJ-BI-BIR) which was signed on 01 May 2019 and took effect on 16 July 2019. The JG aims to clarify and harmonize existing regulations on the issuance of appropriate permits to all foreign nationals who intend to work, perform specific activities, and/or render services in the Philippines, whether in the context of an employment arrangement or otherwise. The following are the salient feaures of said JG:

· Bureau of Immigration’s (BI) issuance of Special Work Permit is limited to 14 specific activities/services outside an employment arrangement, valid for six months, non-renewable (initial 3 months plus final 3 months when applied);

· Special Temporary Permit (STP) by the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) for the practice of professions;

· Tax Identification Number (TIN) requirement for Alien Employment Permit (AEP) and SWP applications; and

· Provisional Work Permit (PWP) issuance pending approval of AEP and/or 9(g) work visa for work pursuant to an employment arrangement

Issued Joint Memorandum Circular No. 01, series of 2019: Rules and Procedures Governing Foreign Nationals Intending to Work in PH (DOLE-DFA-DOF-DOJ-DENR-BI-BIR-NICA-PRC) signed on 11 July

2019 and took effect on 01 November 2019. The JMC aims to harmonize the regulations and

policy guidelines governing the issuance of the

following documents to foreign nationals intending to

work in the Philippines:

· AEP by the DOLE;

· STP by the PRC;

· SWP, PWP, and 9(g) work visa by the BI;

· 9(g) Work Visa and Special Non-Immigrant Visa or 47(a)2 visa by the DFA;

· Authority to Employ Alien (AEA) and Special Non-Immigrant Visa or 47(a)2 visa by the DOJ; and

· Authority to Hire Foreign National (AHFN) by the DENR-MGB

The salient features of the JMC are:

· Provides two (2) options in securing 9(g) work visa;

· Issuance of Certificate of No Objection of DOLE;

· TIN requirement for AEP and SWP applications

· Creation of Joint Inspection Team with DOLE, BI, and BIR as members;

· Submission of monthly reports by DOJ, DFA, DENR, and PRC to the DOLE (BLE) and NICA; and

· Development of an inter-agency database system

Issued Department Order No. 205, series of 2019 or the Implementing Guidelines on the Issuance of Certificate of No Objection on the Application for Work- Related Permits, Visas, and Authorities of Foreign nationals signed on 17 October 2019 and took effect on 05 November 2019. The Certificate of No Objection (CNO) is issued by

the DOLE certifying that there is No Party objecting to

the issuance of work-related visa i.e., 47(a)2 to foreign nationals based on the Codified Rules of DFA and BI.
	Coordination for the review and revision of the DOLE Department Order No. 186-17 entitled “Revised Rules for the Issuance of Employment Permits to Foreign Nationals”. The revision is hoped to incorporate the recent issuances, laws, and other rules and regulations regulating the employment of foreing nationals seeking gainful employment in the Philippines. Likewise, it will clarify the procedural aspect of the application and issuance of an alien employment permit.

Launch pilot testing of the AEP Online Management System in 2020.

	Website for further information:  
	https://consular.dfa.gov.ph/

https://www.dole.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Assistant Secretary Neil Frank R. Ferrer

Department of Foreign Affairs- Office of Consular Affairs

DFA Building 2330 Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City

Tel/Fax: (632) 651-9434

Email: abtc.ph@gmail.com

Ms. Dominique Rubia-Tutay

OIC-Assistant Secretary and Director IV, BLE

Department of Labor and Employment

Tel No.: (02) 8528-0087

Email: nikki_planning@yahoo.com

Ms. Rosalinda Pineda

Chief LEO, BLE-ESPRD

Department of Labor and Employment-Bureua of Local

Employment

Tel No.: (02) 8528-0083

Email: lhensky.pineda25@gmail.com
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


	RTAs/FTAs


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  



	
	AHKFTA 

	https://asean.org/storage/2012/05/AHKFTA-compressed.pdf

	
	First Protocol to Amend the AJCEP 

	The First Protocol to Amend the Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Partnership among Member States of ASEAN and Japan (AJCEPA) was signed on 27 February 2019 by Japan, 2 March 2019 by nine (9) AMS (i.e. Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand), and 24 April 2019 by Viet Nam. 

The Protocol incorporates the expanded Trade in Services (TIS) and Investment Chapters into the AJCEPA. The expanded TIS Chapter Includes measures towards further liberalization and facilitation of trade in services and provisions to enhance cooperation between ASEAN Member States and Japan to improve the efficiency and competitiveness of services and service suppliers of both sides. On investments, the amendments include incorporating provisions that improve the efficiency and competitiveness of the investment environment of AMS and Japan through promotion, facilitation, protection, and possible future liberalization of investment.

	
	Agreement #3


	

	
	Agreement #4


	

	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Philippines-Korea Free Trade Agreement (PH-KR FTA)


	Launched the negotiations for the PH-KR FTA on 3 June 2019 in Seoul, South Korea through the signing of a Joint Statement by DTI Secretary Ramon Lopez and MOTIE Minister for Trade Yoo Myung-hee. Shared interest for improved market access, particularly on goods, provided the impetus for the FTA. 

A Terms of Reference provides the objectives and principles to guide the negotiations. Seven working groups have been established on Trade in Goods, including Customs Procedures and Trade Facilitation and Trade Remedies, Rules of Origin, Trade in Services, Investment, Competition, Economic and Technical Cooperation and Legal and Institutional Issues. 

Four (4) rounds of negotiations were convened in 2019 resulting to an Early Achievement Package which reflects both sides’ offers in goods, serving as a benchmark for further improvement. The 5th round was recently concluded last 29-31 January 2020 where the text of the various chapters have been substantially completed. Market access negotiations will continue following an agreed workplan for the working group and conclusion of negotiations is targeted by June 2020.

	
	Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

	15 RCEP Participating Countries have concluded text-based negotiations for all 20 chapters and essentially all their market access issues. With this, legal scrubbing of the Agreement has commenced, with a view to completing the work in time for a signing in 2020.

The RCEP Agreement is comprehensive in nature covering 20 Chapters, which include some of the new and emerging trade areas. The following are the chapters of the Agreement:

1. Initial Provisions and General Definitions

2. Trade in Goods

3. Rules of Origin

· Annex on Product Specific Rules

4. Customs Procedures and Trade Facilitation

5. Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

6. Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment Procedures

7. Trade Remedies

8. Trade in Services

· Annex on Financial Services

· Annex on Telecommunication Services

· Annex on Professional Services
9. Movement of Natural Persons

10. Investment 

11. Intellectual Property

12. Electronic Commerce

13. Competition

14. Small and Medium Enterprises

15. Economic and Technical Cooperation

16. Government Procurement

17. General Provisions and Exceptions

18. Institutional Provisions

19. Dispute Settlement

20. Final Provisions



	
	Agreement #3


	

	
	Agreement #4


	

	
	Agreement #5


	

	
	Agreement #6


	

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.dti.gov.ph

	Contact point for further details:
	The Director 

Bureau of International Trade Relations

Department of Trade and Industry

365 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue

Makati City 1200 Philippines

Tel: (632) 8465-3300, 8465-3356

Fax: (632) 8890-5149


	Other voluntary reporting areas



	Women and the Economy
	Implementing the Philippine Commission on Women (PCW) -led Women’s Economic Empowerment Project (2014-2020) or more known as the Gender Responsive Economic Actions for the Transformation (GREAT) Women Project. As of end 2019, a total of 2,696 women micro entrepreneurs (WMEs) were benefitted by the GWP-2.

Implementating the Department of Labor and Employment’s (DOLE’s) Balik Pinay! Balik Hanapbuhay! Program, a training cum-production intervention program to provide distressed women OFWs with livelihood skills to expand their employment and economic opportunities

Established the Start Up Pinay Project in 2019 under the Start Up Pilipinas Initiative of the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). The Start Up Pinay is a focused track for women-founded and women-led technology start-ups that were developed to help improve women’s representation in the start-up industry.

Included provisions on the promotion of entrepreneurship and equal opportunities among women in the National MSME Development Plan 2017-22.
Developed the National Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI) which expands the financing ecosystem of Negosyo Centers. The initiative, which  started in 2018, will make financial products and services more accessible to MSMEs, of which more than half are women-led .
Providing Livelihood Starter Kits to marginalized sectors, including women, which engages beneficiaries in sustainable self-employment through easy to learn livelihood undertakings
Rolled out standardized entrepreneurship modules in 2018 which targets OFWs through the Women REACH program, a project by Coca-Cola Philippines and DOLE. It aims to assist OFWs’ economic reintegration in the country. 


	Advance the implementation of the La Serena Roadmap on Women (2019-2030) by contributing to the development of the Roadmap Implementation Plan in 2020 which shall  establish the processes for monitoring, reviewing, and reporting progress. This will also contribute to the Boracay Action Agenda’s Priority Action on strengthening focus on women-led MSMEs. 



	Website for further information:  
	https://www.pcw.gov.ph

http://www.dti.gov.ph
	

	Contact point for further details:
	The Executive Director

Philippine Commission on Women

1145 J.P. Laurel St., San Miguel, Manila

Tel: (+632) 735-1654 loc. 125; 735-4955

Fax: (+632) 736-4449

E-mail: edo@pcw.gov.ph; internatonal.affairs@pcw.gov.ph 

The Director

Resource Generation and Management Service

Department of Trade and Industry

2/F RGMS Trade and Industry Bldg. No. 361

Sen.  Gil J. Puyat Avenue, Makati City

Tel: (+632) 976-5711 local 5311

Fax: (+632) 976-5702

E-mail: RGMS@dti.gov.ph
	

	Privacy
	Issued the Data Privacy Act on 15 August 2012 which aims to protect the fundamental human right of privacy and communication while ensuring free flow of information to promote innovation and growth. It is the inherent obligation of the state to ensure that personal information in information and communications systems in the government and in the private sector are secured and protected. 
To facilitate the fulfillment and carry out its provisions, the National Privacy Commission (NPC) was created in 2016. The NPC is an independent body mandated to administer and implement the law, and to monitor and ensure compliance of the country with the international standards set for data protection. 


	 

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.privacy.gov.ph/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Commissioner Raymund E. Liboro

National Privacy Commission

5th Floor Delegation Building, PICC Complex, 

Roxas Boulevard, Manila City

Tel: (+632) 565-9623

Email: reliboro@privacy.gov.ph
Atty. Jose Amelito Belarmino II

OIC- Executive Director
T:  234 22 28 local 106

Email: jose.belarminoii@privacy.gov.ph
Atty. Rasiele Rebekah D.L Rellosa

OIC- Chief, Policy Development Division

T:  234 22 28 local 110 or 109

Email: rashy.rellosa@privacy.gov.ph
Atty. Issa G. Gayas

Attorney III
Policy Development Division, Privacy Policy Office

T:  234 22 28 local 110 or 109
Email: issa.gayas@privacy.gov.ph 

Atty. Ma. Josefina E. Mendoza

Attorney IV

Legal Division

T:  234 22 28 local 112
Email: jose.mendoza@privacy.gov.ph 

Vandelft Rimas Idanan

Head Executive Assistant

National Privacy Commission

M:  234 22 28 local 104
Email:  vans.idanan@privacy.gov.ph

	


� Foreigners may teach at higher education levels provided the subject being taught is not a professional subject (i.e. included in a government board or bar examination


� Educational institutions for short-term high-level skills development that do not form part of formal education system as defined in Sec. 20 of Batas Pambansa No. 232 (1982)


� A “One Person Coporation” is defined under this law as “a corporation with a single stockholder: Provided, that only a natural person, trust, or an estate may form a One Person Corporation.”


� The Philippines deposited its accession to the Marrakesh Treaty on 18 December 2018 and the treaty entered into force, with respect to the Philippines, on 18 March 2019.


� Effective May 1, 2020





