	Individual Action Plan Update for Canada for 2019

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since 2016 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	In 2017 Canada eliminated customs duties on a number of agri-food inputs used in the production of agri-food products to enhance Canadian businesses overall competitiveness, both domestically and abroad.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2016/2016-12-28/html/sor-dors313-eng.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Canada Border Services Agency – Border Information Service

+1 (204) 983-3500

contact@cbsa.gc.ca
	

	Non-Tariff Measures 

Non‐tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export

subsidies
	As part of the Nairobi Decision, Canada has eliminated all export subsidies except for butter, cheese, skim milk powder and products using dairy ingredients, which will be eliminated by the end of 2020. Canada implemented the Nairobi Decision by submitting its new modified export subsidy schedule to the WTO on 11 December 2017.
	Canada will elimitate all remaining export subsidies by the end of 2020.

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	
	

	Services


	RSS - Work continues among Canadian and American officials and regulators on the Regulatory Cooperation Council (RCC) Joint Action Plan. The RCC’s goal is to facilitate closer regulatory cooperation between our countries and enhance economic competitiveness by aligning regulatory systems where appropriate while maintaining high levels of protection for health, safety and the environment. In June 2017, Canada and the U.S. signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the Canada-United States to continue regulatory cooperation.  

Canadian and Mexican officials continue regulatory cooperation as agreed in an MOU signed in 2018. The workplan covering the 2018-2020 period was the first under the MOU.   

The Canadian Free Trade Agreement –  is an intergovernmental trade agreement (entered into force July 1, 2017). Its objective is to reduce and eliminate, to the extent possible, barriers to the free movement of persons, goods, services, and investments within Canada and to establish an open efficient, and stable domestic market.

Joint Statement Initiatives (JSI) at the WTO–  plurilateral  initiatives to advance the negotiating agenda of the WTO. At the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference in December 2017, Canada and a broad range of WTO Members agreed to begin discussions towards future WTO negotiations in the areas of Electronic Commerce, Domestic Regulation for Services, Investment Facilitation, and Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (MSMEs). These initiatives present a concrete opportunity to strengthen WTO rules and to re-vitalize the negotiating function of the WTO.


	Canada will continue to seek improvements in the transparency and predictability of international regulation in trade in services.



	Website for further information:  
	https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/regulatory-cooperation/memorandum-understanding-between-canada-united-states-advance-regulatory-cooperation-council.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/regulatory-cooperation/work-plan-treasury-board-canada-secretariat-ministry-economy-mexican-united-states-2018-2020.html
https://www.cfta-alec.ca/

	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Investment


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Standards and Conformance


	The Standards Council of Canada (SCC) is Canada’s National Accredtiation Body and National Standards Body. SCC now accredits 12 Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) and over 500 conformity assessment bodies, which test or certify millions of products or services or systems for the Canadian and international marketplace. 

In 2019, SCC undertook a review and attestation of Peru’s National Standards Body as a capity building effort. This cooperation activity facilitated the identification and integration of best practices related to implementing the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards, Annex 3 to the World Trade Organization (WTO) Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement. 


	SCC is currently modernising its membership to ensure Canada ia well positioned to increase its participation in international standardization. Part of this initiative includes examining the gender representation of Canadian technical experts participating in international standards development. Preliminary findings indicate that less than 25 per cent of Canadian technical experts are women. In an effort to improve gender equality instandardization, SCC has developed a Gender and Standardization Strategy and Action Plan. This Strategy will help advance gender equality in standardization while also ensureing products and services are designed to keep both men and women safe.

	Website for further information:  
	www.scc.ca 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Gabrielle White: gabrielle.white@scc.ca 
	

	Customs Procedures


	Use of information technology and automation – Single Window Initiative
The “Beyond the Border: A Shared Vision for Perimeter Security and Economic Competitiveness” announced by Prime Minister Harper and United States’ (US) President Obama on February 4, 2011, established new long-term partnerships that support trade and commerce between Canada and the United States, while strengthening security and regulatory cooperation. Two key areas of cooperation identified were addressing threats early at the border by developing common practices, and streamlining procedures for customs processing and regulatory compliance.

As a result of this declaration, a joint action plan was developed, the Perimeter Security and Economic Competitiveness Action Plan (hereinafter the “Action Plan”), and announced on December 7, 2011. The SWI was identified as one of 32 joint priorities that will facilitate trade and align regulatory approaches to protect health, safety and the environment while supporting growth. The Action Plan committed the CBSA and United States Customs and Border Protection (US CBP) to providing importers with a single window through which they can electronically submit all information required to comply with government import regulations, resulting in more efficient border processes.

The SWI creates a streamlined approach for the electronic collection and dissemination of commercial import data between the Government of Canada (GoC) and trade chain partners (importers/brokers) (TCPs) and establishes an integrated solution for the commercial import process that balances the needs of government departments and agencies with today’s globally competitive business environment.

The CBSA, along with nine other federal departments and agencies participated in the SWI to improve the delivery of border processing services to the public as follows; Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Health Canada (HC), Global Affairs Canada (GAC), Transport Canada (TC), Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC), Natural Resources Canada (NRCan), Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC), Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), and Fisheries & Oceans Canada (DFO). These PGAs represent 38 different GoC programs.

The key external stakeholders in the development of the SWI are TCPs and Canadians, as they will benefit from lower costs and safety. Within the GoC, the SWI offers the opportunity of increased efficiencies of delivery while enhancing compliance for the CBSA and the nine PGAs. 

In March 2015, the GoC implemented the SWI, Integrated Import Declaration (IID), service option (SO) 911, which enables trade to submit electronic data and the Document Imaging Functionality (DIF) (SO927), which  enables TCPs to submit digital images of licences, permits, certificates or other related documents required by the PGA. Currently, the CBSA receives over 1M SWI IID transactions in a month.
	The CBSA:

- intends to decommission legacy OGD release service options as of April 1, 2020;

-  will continue to work with TCPs and PGA’s to make the required system changes for commercial and non-commercial goods so TCPs will be able to obtain release; and,

- will continue to improve internal systems, processes and training that is available to Border Services Officers.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.cbsa.gc.ca/
	

	Contact point for further details:
	AsiaPacDesk-BureauAsie_Pac@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca 
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Canada has undertaken an ambitious agenda to advance innovation and harmonize its intellectual property system with international standards to support businesses operating globally. This includes several amendments to its IP regime since the 2018 IAP.

In October 2018, Canada amended the Trademarks Act under Bill C-79 (Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership Implementation Act) in respect of border enforcement for goods that have a mark applied to them that is confusing with a registered trademark.

In November 2018, Canada’s modernized industrial design regime entered into force. The new Industrial Design Regulations carry out amendments previously made to the Industrial Design Act under Bill C-43 (A second Act to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in Parliament on February 11, 2014 and other measures). The Regulations enabled Canada to accede to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs on November 5, 2018.

Further to the April 2018 announcement of Canada’s national IP Strategy, Canada also made a number of IP-related legislative amendments in December 2018 under Bill C-86 (A second Act to implement certain provisions of the budget tabled in Parliament on February 27, 2018 and other measures).  These include:

-     Amendments to the Patent Act in respect of written demand letters, the research exemption, standard essential patents, and the prior use exception;

-    Amendments to the Trademarks Act to create a new ground of objection for bad faith registration and by requiring use to enforce a trademark within the first three years after registration; and

-    Amendments to the Copyright Act in respect of notices under Canada’s “notice-and-notice” regime for Internet service provider liability; and modernizing the legislative framework relating to the Copyright Board. 

Bill C-86 also enacts the College of Patent Agents and Trade-mark Agents Act, which establishes Canada’s College of Patent Agents and Trade-mark Agents. The College is responsible for the regulation of patent agents and trademark agents in the public interest.

With respect to international IP treaties administered by WIPO, on June 17, 2019, Canada acceded to the Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks (Madrid Protocol), the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (Singapore Treaty), and the Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks (Nice Agreement). 

More recently, Canada acceded to the Patent Law Treaty, by way of amendments to Canada’s Patent Act and new Patent Rules, which came into force on October 30, 2019.

Most recently, on March 13, 2020, Bill C-4 (An Act to implement the Agreement between Canada, the United States of America and the United Mexican States) received Royal Assent. Bill C-4 contains legislative amendments to implement Canada’s IP-related commitments under the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA):

-     Under the Copyright Act, Bill C-4 amends certain terms of protection that are calculated on a basis other than the life of a natural person, including increasing the term of protection of published sound recordings to 75 years from publication;

-     Bill C-4 also introduces new criminal penalties applicable to certain prohibited conduct involving rights management information (or RMI);

-    Bill C-4 also amends both the Copyright Act and the Trademarks Act to remove exceptions for goods moving in-transit from the application of border measures, for suspected pirated copyright and counterfeit trademark goods, respectively;

· With respect to trade secrets, Bill C-4 amends the Criminal Code to create two trade secrets offenses and their punishment, as well as greater certainty around the scope of the offenses.

The Government of Canada introduced new policy regarding Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) enforcement at the border in January 2015 when the Combating Counterfeit Products Act (CCPA) came into force. Through this Act, officers of the Canada Border Services Agency were given the authority to detain commercial shipments containing suspected counterfeit and/or pirated goods, and to share information about shipments with registered rights holders. At that time, the Act did not apply to shipments for personal use or to goods moving in-transit through Canada.

In June 2017, the Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) Implementation Act came into force and this Act extended Canada’s IPR border enforcement measures to included goods that are protected by a geographical Indication.  

On January 29, 2020, the Government of Canada introduced Bill C-4 to formally adopt the Canada-United States- Mexico Agreement (CUSMA), which will further expand Canada’s IPR border enforcement measures to include goods that are moving in-transit through Canada.
	Further to the legislative amendments contained in Bill C-4 (CUSMA Implementation Act), Canada has transition periods on certain CUSMA commitments, which begin upon the entry into force of the Agreement. In particular, Canada has:

-    2.5 years following entry into force to provide a general term of copyright protection of “life of the author” plus 70 years;

-     4.5 years following entry into force to provide patent term adjustment in respect of “unreasonable” delays in the issuance of a patent; and

-    4 years following entry into force to accede to the Convention Relating to the Distribution of Programme-Carrying Signals Transmitted by Satellite (Brussels Convention).

The Canada Border Services Agency is working closely with Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada and other external stakeholders (e.g. Associations) to improve rights holder awareness of the IPR regime.



	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Competition Policy


	Bill C-49, the Transportation Modernization Act, came into effect in April 2019 and amends the Canada Transportation Act and the Competition Act to allow for a new voluntary notification system for airline joint ventures. Under the new system, the Minister of Transport has the ability to trigger a public interest review of proposed airline joint ventures. If a review is triggered, the Commissioner of Competition is required to report to the Minister on any competition concerns raised by the proposed joint venture. The final decision on whether to approve the joint venture, with or without conditions, rests with the Minister, taking competition and broader public interest considerations into account.
The Competition Bureau continues to ensure it has the tools to deal effectively with anti-competitive cross-border activities involving and affecting Canadians. The Bureau currently has cooperation instruments relating to Canada's competition and consumer protection laws with 16 jurisdictions. Since 2016, the Bureau has signed four agency-agency cooperation instruments with counterparts in four jurisdictions. 

In order to provide transparency and predictability with respect to its enforcement of the Comeptition Act, the Competition Bureau publishes guidelines outlining its enforcement approach and updates these as relevant: 

· In 2016, the Bureau published its Intellectual Property Enforcement Guidelines, which were updated in 2019.

· In 2019, the Bureau also updated its Abuse of Dominance Enforcement Guidelines.


	Bill C-4 (Canada–United States–Mexico Agreement Implementation Act), which received royal assent, includes an amendment to the Competition Act which removes a legal obstacle to Canada’s ability to negotiate mutual legal assistance agreements for cooperation on non-criminal competition matters. This amendment links to the CUSMA obligation that the Parties adopt or maintain sufficient measures to permit negotiations of cooperation instruments, including in the area of mutual legal assistance in competition matters. 


	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Government Procurement


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Nil.
	Canada’s WTO obligations with respect to rules of origin are fully implemented.

Canada employs various methods to ensure the application of rules of origin is impartial, transparent and neutral.

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Dispute Mediation


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Mobility of Business People


	In 2013, and with the intention of better facilitating the labour needs of employers in Canada, the Government of Canada’s foreign worker program was split into two separate streams, the International Mobility Program (IMP) and the Temporary Foreign Worker Program (TFWP).

The TFWP now provides Canadian employers with the ability to fill labour shortages on a temporary basis when they can show, via a labour market impa ct assessment (LMIA), that no qualified Canadians or permanent residents are available.The IMP however, exempts employers from the need to obtain an LMIA, if the employment falls within and support Canada’s broader economic, social and/or cultural objectives.

Building on the success of the TFWP and IMP, in 2016 Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) announced the introduction the Global Skills Strategy (GSS) which assists employers by providing faster application processing times, new work permit exemptions and enhanced customer service experience.

Furthermore, in recent years Canada has completed trade-related labour mobility agreements with a number of APEC economies through the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and more recently, the renegotiated NAFTA.  
	None.



	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information

	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	

	Transparency


	
	

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


	RTAs/FTAs  


	- Description of current 

  agreements


	As of January 2020, Canada has 15 FTA in force: CPTPP (2019), CETA (2017), Ukraine (2017), Korea (2015), Honduras (2014), Panama (2013), Jordan (2012), Columbia (2011), Peru (2009), European Free Trade Association (2009), Costa Rica (2002), Chile (1997), Israel (1997), NAFTA (1994), United States (1989).
The Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement was signed on November 30, 2018.
As of January 2020, Canada has 38 Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (FIPAs) in force; Poland (1990), Russian Federation (1991), Argentina (1993), Hungary (1993), Ukraine (1995), Philippines (1996), Trinidad and Tobago (1996), Barbados (1997), Ecuador (1997), Egypt (1997), Panama (1998), Thailand (1998), Venezuela (1998), Armenia (1999), Costa Rica (1999), Lebanon (1999), Uruguay (1999), Croatia (2001), Peru (2007), Jordan (2009), Latvia (2011), Romania (2011), Czech Republic (2012), Slovak Republic (2012), Tanzania (2013), Benin (2014), China (2014), Kuwait (2014), Côte d’Ivoire (2015), Serbia (2015), Cameroon (2016), Hong Kong (2016), Senegal (2016), Mali (2016) Burkina Faso (2017), Guinea (2017), Mongolia (2017), Kosovo (2018).



	- Agreements under negotiation


	Environmental Goods Agreement (EGA): Canada is participating in the plurilateral WTO EGA negotiations with 17 other participants (representing 46 WTO members and 10 APEC members). Canada seeks an ambitious, future-oriented Environmental Goods Agreement that eliminates tariffs on a broad range of environmental goods.
Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) Negotiations: Canada is participating in the TISA negotiations, an initiative among 23 like-minded WTO members seeking to further liberalize trade in services. The initiative is taking place outside the WTO framework, but the ultimate objective is to multilateralize an eventual agreement and bring it within the WTO framework.
Fisheries Subsidies Agreement (FSA) Negotiations: Canada, along with 14 other WTO members, is participating in a plurilateral initiative running parallel to multilateral work underway in the WTO rules negotiations. The participants have selected Canada to serve as permanent Chair. The goal of this initiative is to negotiate disciplines to eliminate harmful subsidies that contribute to overcapacity, overfishing and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.
Canada - Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
Canada – Mercosur (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay)

Canada – Pacific Alliance (Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru)

Canada - Canada-Guatemala, Nicaragua and El Salvador
Canada - Dominican Republic
Canada – India
Canada – Japan
Canada – Morocco
Canada – Singapore
Modernization of the Canada-Costa Rica Free Trade Agreement


	
	Agreement #1


	The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) between Canada and Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam was brought into force on December 20, 2018.

	
	Agreement #2


	The Canada-Kosovo FIPA was brought into force on December 29, 2018.


	
	Agreement #3


	The Modernized Canada-Israel FTA was brought into force on September 1, 2019.

	
	Agreement #4


	

	
	Agreement #5


	

	- Future plans


	

	Website for further information:  
	https://www.canada.ca/en/services/business/trade/negotiations-agreements.html 

	Contact point for further details:
	


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	Provide brief points only
	Provide brief points only

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	
	


