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BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 

III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information

· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)

· Other voluntary reporting areas 

· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  

· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.

· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 

(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 

· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 

	Individual Action Plan Update for Russia for 2016-2017


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  [2016-2017] IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Since 2012, MFN applied tariffs have been reduced from a simple average of 11% to 8.3% including AVEs of non-ad valorem duties. In 2016, the average applied MFN rate on agricultural products (14.6%) was slightly higher than the final bound levels (13.6%), while for non-agricultural goods the average MFN applied rate of 6.5% was slightly below the final bound levels (7.1%). Since 1 January 2015, the Russian Federation has applied the common external tariff of the EAEU. Non-ad valorem duties (mixed and specific) are levied on 14.8% of tariff lines. 

The common customs tariff of the Erasian Economic Union (EAEU) is based on the 2012 Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System of the World Customs Organization and is applied to goods imported in the common customs territory of the EAEU from third countries.
In 2016 and 2017 changes have been made in the Commodity Classification for Foreign Economic Activity (CC FEA) of the EEU and CCT of the EEU with the aim to implement the tariff commitments of the Russian Federation within the WTO framework.
Since 2010 the GSP has been applied by the Member States of the EAEU. The common framework of the EAEU’s GSP is determined in accordance with the Treaty of the EAEU. According to the EAEU’s GSP, the EAEU Member States may grant tariff preferences in respect of goods originating and imported from developing or least developed beneficiary countries. This preferential treatment provides facilitated access to the EAEU markets and contributes to the economic growth of beneficiary countries.
	The common customs tariff of the EAEU is based on Russia’s WTO tariff commitments. In accordance with Russian’s Schedule of  Concessions and Commitments on Goods for certain products, it should be reduced on the annual basis during the transition period.The Russia’s final bound rates will be fully implemented as of 2020.

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation

www.economy.gov.ru 
Eurasian Economic Commission

www.eurasiancommission.org
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
	

	Non-Tariff Measures


	With the establishment of the EAEU, NTMs are governed by Article 46 of the EAEU Treaty which states that, in trade with third countries, the EAEU may apply the following common non-tariff measures:a prohibition on imports; quantitative restrictions on imports; the exclusive right to import; automatic licensing (monitoring) of imports; and authorization procedures for imports. 

The activities were undertaken to improve the quality of interagency electronic interaction with federal executive bodies regulating the turnover of goods in respect of which non-tariff regulation measures have been established in 2017, in order to automate the processes of customs operations the measures of moving to the control of the movement of licensed goods using software that provides automated control over the performance of licenses of the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation, including the development of a draft regulatory legal act that determines the specificity of control by officials of customs bodies of import into the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union and export from the customs territory of the Eurasian Economic Union of licensed goods with respect to which non-tariff measures are applied using software providing automated control of license performance have been undertaken.
The resolutions of the Government of the Russian Federation (November 19 2015 No. 1247, November 21, 2015 No. 1251, October 5, 2016 No. 1002 and 8 December 2016 No. 1322 No. 1323 No. 1324) defined the licensing mechanism and allocation of tariff quotas for 2016-2017.
	 

	Website for further information:  
	Federal Customs Service

www.customs.ru
Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation 
www.mcx.ru" 

www.mcx.ru

Ministry of Trade and Industry

www. minpromtorg.ru

Rospotrebnadzor

www.rospotrebnadzor.ru

Rosstandart

www.gost.ru

Eurasian Economic Commission

www.eurasiancommission.org
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
	

	Services
	In 2015 the Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and the Socialistic Republic of Vietnam was signed. The Chapter of this Agreement on Trade in Services, Establishment and Activity, and Movement of Natural Persons is applied to the Russian Federation and the Socialistic Republic of Vietnam.
Telecommunications

In accordance with the action Plan (roadmap) for the development of competition and improvement of Antimonopoly policy, approved by the decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of 28.12.2012 № 2579-р in 2014 were introduced pilot projects abolishing tariff regulation of fixed telephony services according to the results of the analysis in the respective territories of the Russian Federation.

According to the results of pilot projects in 2015, have been developed proposals to change the regulation of activities of subjects of natural monopolies.

The FAS Russia in 2017 has developed a draft decree of the Government of the Russian Federation"On amending resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation from October, 24th, 2005 № 637 "About state regulation of tariffs for services of public telecommunication and public postal communication».In this project the FAS Russiapropose to exclude service "providing long-distance telephone connection to the subscriber (user) of a network of fixed telecommunication for the transmission of voice information, Fax messages and data" from the List of regulated services.

By the Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation dated 29.11.2014 № 1284 approved the Rules of non-discriminatory access to infrastructure for placement of telecommunications networks".

The implementation of these Rules will significantly reduce the entry barriers to the markets of communications services, will facilitate the penetration of telecommunications services (broadband, TV), increasing the investment attractiveness of the industry.

Implementation plan of measures on competition development in the sphere of communication and information technologies in 2018-2019, the subject of which are the direction of the development of competition in telecommunications and information technologies was approved by the Ministry of communications and mass communications of the Russian Federation together with the Federal Antimonopoly service of Russia in 2017 by Order of the Ministry of communications of Russia from 28.12.2017 № 758 pursuant to the minutes of the meeting of the Government of the Russian Federation from 29.09.2016 № 31
	

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation

www.economy.gov.ru 

Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation

www.minfin.ru 

Ministry of Transport

www.mintrans.ru 

Ministry of Communications

www.minsvyaz.ru

Ministry of Education

www.minobr.org
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
	

	Investment


	Russian laws on foreign investments provide for a well-developed system of guarantees that ensure the stable legal status of investors in the Russian Federation. 
Prerequisite for attracting investment into the economy is a favorable investment environment that can be stimulated through the implementation of "roadmaps". As an example of such developments in this context, a "roadmap" on improvement of corporate management was enacted by the Government of the Russian Federation on 25 June 2016.
Since 1994 the Foreign Investment Advisory Council (FIAC) has been successfully operating in Russia. The FIAC is a result of the combined efforts of the Russian government and foreign

businesses to improve the investment climate in Russia. The key task of the Council is to assist Russia in forging and promoting a favorable business environment based on global expertise and

the experience of international companies operating in Russia. The Council is chaired by the Russian Prime Minister and includes more than 50 top international companies and banks.
In addition, the following measures were implemented to improve the investment climate:

− Legislative framework for the public-private partnership was developed at the federal level;

− Standstill in tax conditions will be maintained until 2018;

− A moratorium on a number of non-tax payments for entrepreneurs (in effect until 1 January 2019) was introduced.
International investment cooperation

The Russian Federation has signed the Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreements (DTAs) with 83 countries and 82 Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (IPPAs).
Russian Government issued the Decision of the Government Of The Russian Federation No. 992 of September 30, 2016 On the Conclusion of International Agreements of the Russian Federation on the Issues of Promotion and Protection of Investments. According to this Decision the new approach on conclusion of the Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements is introduced. 
Investment facilitation

Russia has amended a series of laws targeted at investment activities to improve investment facilitation. The procedures for company registration were simplified. To be specific, the signed confirmation letter of bank card is no longer required to open a bank account and the requirements such as the confirmation of authorized capital before the registration of companies and filing a record in the tax authorities when opening a bank account were cancelled.
Federal-level legal frameworks regulating public-private partnerships have been established.
Incentives

High-tech parks, industrial clusters and special economic zones (SEZs) are being promoted through special tax and infrastructure incentives, available to both local and foreign investors At present there are 18 territories of advanced development (TORs) established in the Far East operating in the field of transport, logistics, industrial production, agriculture, extraction of mineral resources, tourism. The Federal Law on the TORs envisages tax exemptions for Russian and foreign investors, special conditions for the granting of land and infrastructure, accelerated administrative procedures and provision of necessary services for investors based on the "single window" principle.
	

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation

www.economy.gov.ru 

Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation

www.minfin.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
Alexandra Mochalova, MochalovaAI@economy.gov.ru
	

	Standards and Conformance


	According to the planned improvements in the field of standardization since 2016 the Russian Federation adopted more then 20 statutory instruments in order to implement the main provisions of the law «On the standardization in the Russian Federation». 
In order to raise the level of harmonizationof the basic principles, rules and terms of the National standardization system with international one the following  orders of the Federal Agency on Technical Regulating and Metrology were developed and adopted: 

1) on approval prceedures, terms and conditions of implementation of the international and  regional standards, as well as intergovernmental standards (№ 546 of May 5, 2016)

2) on approval procedures of the order of participation of TC’s on standardization in the development of international, regional and intergovernmental standards (№ 545 of 5 May 2016);

Several orders of the Ministry of Industry and Trade were adopted in order to improve regulation regarding procedures of registration standardization documents developed on the national, international and regional levels, international standrads and their legislative basis (№ 1716 of May 27, 2016), the fees for submission, usage and translation of national, regional, intergovernmental and international standards, all kinds of documents connected to these standards (№ 805 of  December 28, 2016), the Order of formation, work and liquidatuion of the TCs on standardization (as well as project TCs) (Order of the the Federal Agency on Technical Regulating and Metrology № 588 of 23 May 2016), etc.

In order to submit additional access to the standards the Order of the Ministry of Industry and Trade (№ 1730 of 27 May 2016) was approved which regulates free access to the documents that are used and now in the stage of development in the national standardization system.
With an aim to clarify the types of documents in the field of standardization the State Instruction of the Government № 624 of 28 June 2016 on the rules of development, publishing, adoption, amending and abolishing set of regulations was adopted. 
	The main objectives for the future are based on activities according to the Action Plan for the implementation of the Concept of the national standardization system development and concentrated on:

· raising the level of harmonization of national and intergovernmental standards with international ones;

· digitization (development and further modernization of the “Beresta” system and Digital Standards Fund);

· integration and development of the platform that provides public services of Rosstandart on the Public Services Portal of the Russian Federation;

· further development of international cooperation with foreign standardization bodies and organizations;


	Website for further information:  
	Rosstandart 

www.gost.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
Copy to: Ms. Maria Pishchulina, mvp@gost.ru
	

	Customs Procedures


	WTO TFA

On 22 April 2016, the Russian Federation deposited the instrument of acceptance of the Trade Facilitation Agreement. Russia acceded to the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) without reservations.
New Customs Code of the EAEU

With the entry into force of the Treaty on the EAEU, the issues of establishing rules for customs regulation, including the vast majority of provisions of the WTO agreement on trade facilitation were transferred to the supranational level. 
In 2017 the work on the Customs Code of the Eurasian Economic Union was completed (date of entry into force – January 1st, 2018). The Code sets forth uniform rules of customs regulations. Implementation of the Code’s provisions will allow to create favorable conditions for foreign trade participants through improvement of customs operations and procedures which will become simpler, faster and more transparent. The elimination of excessive regulation, simplification of customs operations through an ubiquitous use of information technologies, and the facilitation of an effective use of the resources of customs authorities are at the heart of the Customs' Code. The key purpose here is to ensure a balance of interests between the government agencies and the business. 
The Customs Code of the Eurasian Economic Union provides for a substantial simplification of customs formalities in accordance with the international standards and global practices. Specific provisions are introduced to give preference to electronic customs declaration, to automate customs operations through the use of an information system without the involvement of customs officials (automatic goods release technology), to maintain goods declaration as the only document required by the customs authorities (with no additional documents required), to introduce the "single window" approach for customs formalities, and to reduce the release time of goods.

A number of measures have been introduced in order to improve international trade conditions and investment attractiveness of the Russian Federation, which primarily targeted the following areas: reduction in the number of documents required for customs declaration e.g. contracts (foreign trade agreements), licenses, certificates of conformity, declarations of conformity, State Control Certificates, certificates of export of rough diamonds, transaction passports, identification certificates for products not covered by the export control regulations, and the other approvals and permits. Reduction in the number of permitting documents was made possible after the implementation of an electronic interagency communication system (hereinafter – EICS) among the federal executive authorities. 
The aforementioned measures have reduced the administrative burden and improved customs processing for the participants of foreign economic activity. 
	In May 2016, it has been announced that the Russian federal tax administration and federal customs administration will unify information system. After that, import production information will all be obtained at any time by the tax administration. This system will help tax levy and administration authorities to monitor and supervise products since their entry in Russia and thus can better combat grey-customs smuggling acts. This plan expedited most procedures in clearance and inspection and saved a lot of time. Electronic declaration is also convenient because the declaring party can declare goods from one working place to different customs office. 

The Eurasian Economic Commission is working on developing the basis for a single window mechanism including streamlining and harmonizing customs formalities. A unified information platform, Seaport Portal, is being implemented as an electronic single window for handling and customs processing of cargo at Russian seaports.

A new federal law “On customs regulation” is being drafted in order to ensure effective omplementation of the Customs Code of the Eurasian Economic Union on the territory of the Russian Federation.

	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation

www.economy.gov.ru
Federal Customs Service

www.customs.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
	

	Intellectual Property Rights

	TRIPS Implementation

The Federal Law of Februrary 15, 2016 № 32-FZ «On the amendments to Parts I and II of the Tax Code of the Russian Federation and to the Federal Law «On the amendments to Parts I and II of the Tax Code of the Russian Federation (in the part of profit taxation of controlled foreign corporations and profits of foreign entities)» which provided that the profits of exercise of rights on intellectual property admitted as passive revenue.

The Federal Law of November 30, 2016 № 401-FZ «On the amendments to Parts I and II of the Tax Code of the Russian Federation and to certain legally significant actions of the Russian Federation» which provided that the Federal Executive Authority on Intellectual Property is obliged no later than the 10th of each month to report to the Tax Authority at the place of its location about the information over the previous month about patent attorneys who work in private practice, registered in the Register of Patent Attorneys of the Russian Federation, excluded from the Register, re-established in the Register, and stopped working in private practice.
The Federal Law of April 3, 2017 №55-FZ «On ratification of Geneva act of the Hague Agreement concerning the international registration of industrial designs».
Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of August 8, 2017 №1036 «On the amendments to the Statute of Federal Service for Intellectual Property». The Decree was adopted in order to advance the procedure of rendering public services in the sphere of legal protection of  intellectual property rights. 
Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of September 23, 2017 №1151 «On the amendments made to the Statute on patent and other fees for legally significant actions related to patents for invention, utility models, industrial designs, to state registration of trademarks and service marks, to state registration and granting of exclusive rights to appellations of origin of goods, as well as to state registration of alienations of exclusive rights to results of intellectual activity and means of individualization, pledge of rights, contractual provisions of rights to use such results or such means under contract, non-contractual transfers of  rights to such results or such means».
The Decree provides the increase of patent and other fees for legally significant actions of Rospatent. Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of September 23, 2017 №1152 «On the adoption of amount of individual fees for indicating the Russian Federation as the state on the territory of which international registration of industrial design is in force» 
Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights

According to the results of the year 2017 there is reduction of the average substantive examination term for the patent applications for invention (without term of waiting for the applicant reply). Average substantive examination term in 2016 was 10,3 months, in 2017 – 9,24 months.
On pendency of application on registration of trademarks there is also reduction of the average examination term. In 2016 the average examination term was 11,2 months, in 2017 – 8,89 months.
In 2017 the trend on increase of amount of the filed applications continued. The amount of filed applications on registration of the trademarks (72953 items) in comparison with 2016 (64762 items) increased on 12,6% (on 8191 items).
At the present time in the Federal Register of federal and municipal services and on the Public Services Portal of the Russian Federation (further – SPRF) actual information about all the 26 Rospatent services is presented. Application for public service (inquiry, claim) on 25 services provided by Rospatent could be filed in electronic form via the SPRF.
Five public services (registration of invention, utility model, industrial design, trademarks, computer programs and databases) are also provided via web site of the Federal Institute of Industrial Property (further – FIPS).
In order to simplify the procedure of payment fees for public services in 2016 the possibility of collecting fees for legally significant actions was provided in the framework of providing public services via «Sberbank Online» system.
For the examination of applications for inventions and utility models the internal search system PatSearch is used in Rospatent. PatSearch is the Federal Government Information System (FGIS). 
Although the System, is internal, the examiners and the readers of the patent library work in that system not only in the building of FIPS in Moscow, but in distal mode from FIPS branch office in Novosibirsk. In recent years the opportunity to work with the PatSearch system was provided to patent examiners from patent offices in CIS states.
Public Education and Awareness of IP, Enhanced IP User Skills
The Russian State Acedemy of Intellectual Property (RGAIS) that is the specialized institution of higher education in the area of intellectual property in the Russian Federation, continues its work. RGAIS provides programs of higher professional education “Jurisprudence” and “IP management”, Master degree and PhD degree programs as well as programs of advanced professional training and professional retraining for various target audience and on various IP aspects.
Rospatent pays great attention to promotion of the role and importance of intellectual property and its legal protection. For this purpose Rospatent annually holds conferences, seminars and round tables, both in Moscow and in the regions of the Russian Federation. More detailed information on the activities in 2014-2015 is available on the official web-site of Rospatent www.rupto.ru

On December 19, 2016 FIPS obtained educational license. 

FIPS provide programs of advanced professional training on various aspects of legal protection of intellectual property and also organize activities on raising public awareness in the field of intellectual property.
Customs measures
The entry into force of the Customs Code of the EEU which establishes the mechanism for protection of intellectual property rights by customs authorities (Chapter 52).
The decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission of  December 19, 2017 №188 was taken "On some issues related to the release of goods", regulating the procedure for taking decisions on the suspension of the release of goods, etc.
	Top priorities: improvement in electronic document processing, automatization of formal examinations of applications and claims represented by the applicant; promotion of accessibility and diversification of services provided by Rospatent.
On December 18, 2018 the Chairman of the Government of the Russian Federation adopted the Plan of actions on «Informational Infrastructure» of the Program «Digital Economy of the Russian Federation», where projects of Rospatent on development and operational commissioning are presented:
1) Open infrastructure of patent information and means of individualization of nongovernment services on the basis of international patent information sources;

2) Systems providing services on registration of rights to the objects of the industrial property in digital form as well as its integration with government systems (including infrastructure of Electronic Government) and nongovernment platforms; 

3) Software for formal examination during the registration of rights to new technologies;
Service of state registration of rights to use intellectual property objects.
In order to develop educational activity FIPS is planning:

-To launch program of professional retraining «Technological Broker» in February, 2018;
-To provide programs of advance professional training and professional retraining for various audiences.
Development of the draft decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission "On the approval of the Regulations for the maintenance of a unified customs register of intellectual property objects of the Member States of the Eurasian Economic Union".
Preparation of the Working Group's Plan for 2018-2019.


	Website for further information:  
	Rospatent

www.rupto.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexei Yamalutdinov, YamalutdinovAO@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru
Copy to: Anastasia Gribanova, amgribanova@rupto.ru
	

	Competition Policy


	The fourth antimonopoly package

 In January 5, 2016 “the fourth antimonopoly package” came into force. The fourth antimonopoly package is designed in accordance with OECD recommendations. The amendments adopted under the fourth antimonopoly package are aimed at significant reducing the administrative limitations on the subjects of entrepreneurial activity, increasing the effectiveness in prevention and suppression of antimonopoly offences, increasing the responsibilities of government officials for preventing, limiting and suppressing the competition, increasing guarantees and transparency of antimonopoly offence case processing. The adopted Federal Law No. 264-FZ dated 3 July2016 “On implementation of changes to the Federal law on competition protection and particular legal acts of Russian Federation” is aimed at reduction of redundant antimonopoly control coming from the establishment of entrepreneur’s immunity, prohibition of dominant positions abuse, reduction of grounds for the antimonopoly authority to have a right to examine SMEs activities regarding antimonopoly law without coordination with the prosecution.
The new edition of the Federal Law "On Protection of Competition" in terms of unfair competition, which entered into force in 2016, adapts a number of provisions of European regulations in the field of consumer protection and combating unfair competition to the Russian legal framework. Certain elements of acts of unfair competition are formulated on the basis of identified trends in administrative and judicial practice of the Russia's Federal Antimonopoly Service and its territorial bodies.
SMEs

In 2016 the Russian Government has adopted the SME development Strategy till 2030. The document is aimed at involving citizens into legal business, SME`s integration to the global supply chains, updating of SME`s financial and credit support system, creating favorable entrepreneurship environment and improving efficiency of the SME support infrastructure.  The major goal set up in the Sttrategy is to double GDP value from 20 to 40 %. 
The National plan on development of competition in the Russian Federation 
The decree of the President of the Russian Federation "On basic directions of the state policy on development of competition" was published in December 21, 2017 № 618 
The National plan on development of competition in the Russian Federation for 2017-2019 (hereafter – the National Plan) was approved by the abovementioned decree № 618.
	Government of the Russian Federation works on expansion of the economic entities that may bring a status of a small and medium enterprise (SMEs).
It is important to point out that the limit of a stakehold in SME’s equity capital acquired by legal entities that do not bring status of SMEs or that are not residents of the Russian Federation will be cancelled. Now the limit is up to 49 %.


	Website for further information:  
	Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation

www.economy.gov.ru
Federal Antimonopoly Service

www.fas.gov.ru
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Alexandra Mochalova, MochalovaAI@economy.gov.ru
Daria Zvegintseva, zvegincevado@economy.gov.ru

Copy to: Mr. Sergey Pyanov, PyanovSA@economy.gov.ru
	

	Government Procurement


	In the recent years, the Russian Federation has made considerable efforts to improve the public procurement system. Currently, the system of public procurement contracts is based on the principles of openness, transparency, competition, customers' professionalism, innovative development, uniformity of the contractual system in procurement, effective provision for state and municipal needs, and procurement efficiency.

Responsible authority

In accordance with the Government Decree of the Russian Federation of April 14, 2017 № 446 “On the amendments in certain legislative acts of the Government of the Russian Federation”, the Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federation is defined as a federal executive body responsible for regulation of the contract system in the procurement of goods, works and services to ensure state and municipal needs, including the implementation of measures aimed at improving the effectiveness of regulation in public procurement. 

E-procurement
· Electronic auction is the most frequently used method while the use of the single supplier method is being reduced. The Government is preparing legislation for the transition of all procurement methods to an electronic format.
· Order of the Government of the Russian Federation of  March 21, 2016 № 471-р (with amendments made by the Government of the Russian Federation from May 13, 2016 № 890-р) stipulates that the purchase of all types of construction works except construction works, reconstruction, capital repair of especially hazardous, technically complicated and unique capital construction objects, as well as of road structures included in the motor roads of Federal, regional or intermunicipal, local value, carried out exclusively by means of auction in the electronic form;
· The Federal law of 31.12.2017 № 504-FZ "On amendments to the Federal law "On contract system in procurement of goods, works, services for state and municipal needs" in terms of the regulation of procedures for determination of suppliers (contractors, performers) in electronic form are conceptual in nature and will ensure the openness and transparency of tenders, will reduce the subjectivity at the stage of assigning a score to the participants of procurement and corruption risks will increase the number of procurement participants, which will benefit  development of competition, and also allow to achieve an effective expenditure of budgetary funds;
· The Federal law of 31.12.2017 № 505-FZ "On amendments to certain legislative acts", that provides amendments to the Federal law of 18.07.2011 № 223-FZ "On procurement of goods, works, services by separate types of legal entities", providing for the establishment of a uniform order of procedures of selection of suppliers (contractors, performers) in carrying out "specialized trades" both in terms of establishing a closed list of methods of procurement, the regulation of the procedure of such purchases, and define a closed list of electronic platforms, on which to conduct procurement, with the establishment of appropriate requirements for software and hardware systems of the electronic platforms;
· Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of May 15, 2017 № 570 "On establishing the types and volumes of works on construction, reconstruction of capital construction objects, which are the contractor's responsibility to perform independently without the involvement of other persons to perform their obligations under state and (or) municipal contracts, and amendments to the Rules for determining the amount of the fine assessed in the case of improper performance by the customer, the supplier (contractor, performer) of obligations provided by the contract (except for delay in execution of obligations by the customer, the supplier (contractor, performer), and amount of penalties, charged for each day of delay in execution by supplier (contractor, performer) of obligations provided by the contract", which incorporates the principle of autonomy of implementation by the contractor of not less than 25% of the volume of construction works (the specific amount subject to independent performance the contractor chooses to);

Transparency

· For purposes of transparency and openness, the law requires that full and reliable information on each procurement be published in a unified information system on the official website of the Russian Federation (www.zakupki.gov.ru) and be accessible to all interested suppliers free of charge. The unified information system became available on 1 January 2016. The aim of the system is to create equal opportunities for interested suppliers that have the right to participate in government procurement contracts in accordance with the law. Information published in the system includes procurement regulations, procurement plans, procurement notices, tender documentations, contract award information, and a register of complaints. 
· Procurement planning became obligatory under the Law No. 44-FZ. Since 1 January 2016, all procuring entities are required to develop their procurement plans for the following financial year and planning period. The plans are subject to approval by the budgetary institutions. The approved plans are to be published in the unified information system for public discussion, which could lead to changes to procurement plans, schedules, and documentation. After the plans are approved by the budgetary institutions, the procuring entities are to prepare procurement schedules on an annual basis. The schedules should include information on the procurement, the initial contract price, requirements on participation, methods for determining suppliers, starting date for procurement, requirements on performance security, etc. No procurement can be undertaken without a procurement schedule and procurement schedules are to be included in the unified information system. 

Qualification

· With regard to efficiency and professionalism, the law requires that procuring officials be trained to be competent and professional in carrying out procurement. Qualified experts with theoretical knowledge and skills in the field of government procurement may be involved in the organization of procurement activities. Procuring entities may also authorize procuring agencies to carry out procurements on their behalf. Procurements can be conducted either in a centralized or decentralized manner, subject to the decision of the procuring entity. Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of 14.11.2016 № 1185 "On amendments to annexes №1, №2 to the Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of February 4, 2015 № 99», specifying additional requirements to participants of purchases of certain types of construction works, as well as the case of classification of goods, works, services goods, works, services because of their technical and (or) technological complexity, innovative, hi-tech or specialized nature, are able to supply, perform, provide only suppliers (contractors, performers) with the necessary level of qualification, in terms of eliminating restrictions on the use of this case depending on the initial (maximum) contract price in procurement;
SMEs. Promotion of innovations
· The procurement system also has some additional policy goals such as promoting innovation, and supporting small business and certain social groups. For example, procuring entities are required to precede procurements in a manner that gives favourable consideration to innovative products. The law also requires that preferences be given to four types of suppliers: i) institutions and enterprises of the penal system; ii) organization of disabled people; iii) small businesses; and iv) socially-oriented non-commercial organizations. Specifically, a procuring entity is obliged to provide these suppliers with a price preference at a margin of 15%. The lists of goods, works and services eligible for the preference are approved by the Government of the Russian Federation. The contract system has become an effective tool for supporting small businesses. Such advantages are specified in the notices of procurement and procurement documentation. 
Resolution of the Government of the Russian Federation of November 15, 2017 № 1383 «On amendments to certain acts of the Government of the Russian Federation» stipulates for facilitating access of SMEs to government procurement tha should be conducted in accordance with the Federal law FZ-223. The document lowers the threshold of annual revenues and the size of assets which serve as a condition under which the customer is must purchase from small and medium enterprises. 2 billion rubles to 500 million rubles.
	The following are the priority areas of the contractual system development:

− Digitization of all open competitive methods for suppliers' identification (contractors, service providers) in order to facilitate openness and transparency and to ensure competition within the system of public procurement contracts for goods, works and services for state and municipal needs;

− Obligatory disclosure of information regarding subcontractors engaged in the fulfillment of contracts;

− Establishment of mandatory payment terms for goods delivered, works performed (its results), services rendered and for the individual stages of the contract implementation;
In 2018 the list of customers, which place their orders with SMEs, will be enlarged.
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	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Regulatory impact assessment

 Since 2010 draft regulatory legal acts are subject to a regulatory impact assessment procedure, and become publicly available within a reasonable time period prior to adoption to allow for comments. This is meant to ensure a proper level of predictability of legal environment in the Russian Federation. Russia is also an active participant of the regulatory impact assessment related activities within international organizations, including the OECD and APEC. Russia takes part in the APEC activities on the implementation of the APEC strategy in the area of developing structural reforms which includes activities aimed at improving regulatory impact assessment institution in the APEC economies. Regulatory impact assessment institution is also implemented at the EAEU level by the EEC on the matters pertaining to the EAEU.
Key achievements in the development of the system of regulatory impact assessment (RIA) in the period 2016 – 2017 are as follows:

- The decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of January 30, 2015 № 83 was adopted, which introduced from 1 January 2016 the procedure of assessment of the actual influence (OFV), which allows to make a conclusion about the effectiveness or redundancy of existing business regulation, 

and the need for its cancellation or change.

- The decree of the Ministry of economic development of Russia of September 26, 2016 № 597 in procedure RIA and OFV to implement a mechanism of analysis of the impact of the economic and social consequences of adopting normative legal acts on activities of small and medium enterprises ("SME test"), which allows to focus attention of the developer of normative legal acts on social and economic consequences of the adoption of the instrument for SMEs. 

The Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation №1229 was adopted, which makes a change in the reglament of the Government of the Russian Federation, in accordance with which introduced RIA legislation passed by the State Duma in the second reading and developed by the deputies of the State Duma.

The decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of July 10, 2017 № 813 was adopted, which approved of the innovations that optimize the individual mechanisms of RIA.

 In 2017 the work was started on implementation of the project of the Government of the Russian Federation for organizing, reducing and updating the mandatory requirements.
	In 2017-2018 more than 62 events are planned for the abolition of mandatory requirements, including the elimination of contradictions in legal practices, the abolition of duplicative and redundant requirements, optimization and improvement of provisions of normative legal acts.

Permitting activity 

The bill “On basic principles on the permitting activity in the Russian Federation” (hereinafter the bill) was drafted in 2017. The main objective of the bill is to establish the legal framework for the permitting activities. The bill establishes the main forms of authorization activity (accreditation, licensing, state certification, state attestation, state registration, etc.). 
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	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	In 2016 the Government of the Russian Federation adopted a decree as of August 15, 2016 № 757 "On amendments to the rates of export customs duties on goods exported from the Russian Federation outside the Customs Union member states agreements". According to the decree provides for a further reduction in interest rates of these duties on 6 tariff lines on compliance with WTO obligations.

In 2017 the Government of the Russian Federation adopted a decree as of August 19, 2017 № 984 "On amendments to the rates of export customs duties on goods exported from the Russian Federation outside the Customs Union member states agreements". According to the decree provides for a further reduction in interest rates of these duties on 37 tariff lines on compliance with WTO obligations.

In 2017 in order to comply with the obligations of the Russian Federation to the WTO (IX WTO Ministerial Conference granting duty-free and quota-free access for the least developed countries up to 97% of the commodity nomenclature) the Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission (January 13, 2017 № 8) was passed. This Decision determined the following list of preferential goods:

- originating from the least developed countries and importing to Eurasian Union - about 63 % of the commodity nomenclature (for comparison, before it was about 38 %);

- originating from the developing countries and importing to Eurasian Union - about 38 % of the commodity nomenclature.

In accordance with the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union the Eurasian Union grants tariff preferences in respect of goods originating from the developing and least developed countries and importing to Eurasian Union. Tariff preferences applicable to goods originating from developing countries at the level of 75 per cent of the MFN duty rates and from least-developed countries at the level of zero per cent are granted if the goods are included in the list of preferential goods.
	The export  obligations are accomplished; further reduction of tariff rates is not provided by the WTO-obligations.

Currently, the drafts of the rules for determining the country of origin of goods and the rules for determining the country of origin of goods from developing and least developed countries are being dicussed at the Eurasian economic commission. The adoption of respective rules is planned for 2018.
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	Dispute Resolution


	The judicial branch encompasses several levels of courts, the highest of which is the Constitutional Court. The Supreme Court is the highest judicial body for courts with general jurisdiction (civil, criminal and administrative cases). The Supreme State Arbitrazh Court is the highest instance for economic disputes.
Russian laws on foreign investments provide for a well-developed system of guarantees that ensure the stable legal status of investors in the Russian Federation. In the Russian Federation the activities of foreign investors are mainly regulated by the Federal Law No. 160-FZ of 9 July 1999 “On Foreign Investments in the Russian Federation”. The Law provides for the following guarantees for foreign investors in order to ensure stability and predictability in operating activities, including guarantee of the resolution of disputes in due course in accordance with the international treaties in the courts of competent jurisdiction, in particular in the international court of arbitration (article 10).
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	Mobility of Business People


	In 2017 109115 citizens of АРЕС member economies, participating in the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) scheme, were granted visa-free entry to the Russian Federation.
According to the resolution by the Government of the Russian Federation № 667 of May 30, 2017, citizens of certain APEC economies (Brunei-Darussalam, People's Republic of China, Mexico, Singapore, Japan) can obtain an 8-day stay e-visa for entry into and exit from the Russian Federation through the state border crossing points located in the territory of the free port of Vladivostok.
	Provide brief points only
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	Official websites that gather economies’ information
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	Transparency


	Since 2010 draft regulatory legal acts are subject to a regulation impact assessment procedure, and become publicly available within a reasonable time period prior to adoption to allow for comments. This is meant to ensure a proper level of predictability of legal environment in the Russian Federation. Russia is also an active participant of the regulatory impact assessment related activities within international organizations, including the OECD and APEC. Russia takes part in the APEC activities on the implementation of the APEC strategy in the area of developing structural reforms which includes activities aimed at improving regulatory impact assessment institution in the APEC economies. Regulatory impact assessment institution is also implemented at the EAEU level by the EEC on the matters pertaining to the EAEU.
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	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	The Russian Federation has signed regional trade agreements with 13 economies: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Vietnam, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.
Russia is a Party to the Free Trade Area of the Commonwealth of Independent States formed among the Russian Federation, the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Moldova, the Republic of Tajikistan, Ukraine and the Republic of Uzbekistan .
The Eurasian Economic Union, functioning since the beginning of 2015, might be called the most important integration project for Russia. The EAEU is based on the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan (entered into force in 2010). Besides these three states, Armenia and Kyrgyzstan also joined the EAEU. According to the Treaty on the EAEU within the EAEU free movement of goods, services, capital and labor coordinated, coherent or common policy in the sectors defined in the Treaty and international agreements within the EAEU  were established by the Member States of the EAEU. The legal status of the EAEU is the international organization of regional economic integration with international legal personality.
Since May 29, 2015 the Russian Federation is a Party to the Free Trade Agreement between the EAEU and its Member states, from one side, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, from the other side. The Agreement provides mutual obligations for liberalization in trade in goods. Provisions of the Agreement concerning the liberalization of trade in services, investment and movement of natural persons cover relations only between the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

	- Agreements under negotiation



	
	Agreement #1


	FTA  between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Singapore, of the other part- in the process of negotiations.

This FTA covers issues concerning trade in goods, services and investments.


	
	Agreement #2


	Interim agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran, of the other part- the process of negations is finished, under negotiations. 
This Agreement covers issues concerning trade in goods.


	
	Agreement #3


	Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and the State of Israel, of the other part- in the process of negotiations.

This Agreement covers issues concerning trade in goods.


	
	Agreement #4


	Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and the Republic of Serbia of the other part- in the process of negotiations (unification of trade regime between Eurasian Economic Union and Republic of Serbia).

This FTA covers issues concerning trade in goods.


	- Future plans


	Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of India, of the other part- negotiations will start in 2018. This FTA will cover issues concerning trade in goods.
Free Trade Agreement between the Eurasian Economic Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Arabic Rebulic of Egypt, of the other part- negotiations will start in 2018. This FTA will cover issues concerning trade in goods.
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	Other voluntary reporting areas

E-commerce
	Russia. Electronic commerce in the Russian Federation has grown steadily over time covering the whole spectrum of relationships: Business to Business (B2B), Business to Consumers (B2C) and Business to Government (B2G).

Currently there are more than 6,000 B2B electronic trading platforms and six federal B2G electronic trading platforms in the Russian Federation. The number of companies involved in electronic trading totaled approximately 1.2 million.

In 2016 Russia’s e-commerce market volume increased by 21% compared to 2015 and totaled 920 billion rubles. For the first quarter of 2017, the market volume increased by 14% and amounted to 240 billion rubles. According to the Russian Association of E-commerce, Russia’s e-commerce market is forecasted to continue its growth to RUB 1.15 trillion in 2017.

Today Russia’s B2C market amounts to 3% of the total retail trade in the Russian Federation and has huge potential for further growth. In 2016, Russia’s Internet users totaled 84 million, taking up 70.4% of the national population, which is the largest amount in Europe.
Russia has so far made significant progress in the legislation and policy regarding e-commerce. The Russian Federation has adopted the following laws and regulations on e-commerce:

Russia attaches particular importance to the development of cross-border e-commerce. In the first quarter of 2017, the volume of cross-border e-commerce trade increased by 26% compared to the first quarter of 2016 and amounted to 89 billion rubles. By the end of 2016 the volume of cross-border e-commerce trade in Russia totaled 301.8 billion rubles.
	To continue work on formulating legal framework regarding e-commerce. 
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	Other voluntary reporting areas

SMEs
	Over the years, a string of SME supporting policies have been released, including adjustment of threshold for simplified taxation, extended validation of single income tax and power delegation to local governments in introducing preferential tax policies for small and micro enterprises (including two-year tax exemption for certain groups of SMEs). A complete set of infrastructure projects have been implemented for SME development. About 600 related projects are in progress across Russia, including industrial parks, guarantee funds, small loan providers, regional export support centers and engineering centers etc. The Federal Corporation for the Development of Small and Medium Business (JSC “RSMB Corporation”), an important supporting institution, has been established to provide financial and non-financial support for SMEs. JSC “RSMB Corporation” together with the Ministry for Economic Development of the Russian Federation is performing the Program to Stimulate SMEs crediting which provides the possibility for SMEs to obtain loans (starting from RUB 5 million) at an annual interest rate 10,6% for small companies, 9,6% – for medium companies. With guarantee from JSC “RSMB Corporation”, SMEs may obtain loans from financial institutions in case of insufficiency of bid security. 
All the above measures are aimed to increase the competitiveness of Russian SMEs in the commodity and service markets.

The Russia Export Center has been established to encourage outstanding SMEs to export their products, as part of an effort to build a reputation for the brand “Made in Russia”. The Center has established partnerships with Chinese cross-border e-commerce platforms to sell products made by Russian SMEs.
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� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





