BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

I. PURPOSE

The Bogor Goals Progress Report Guidelines will be implemented for reviewing 21 economies’ progress towards achieving free and open trade and investment by 2020.

II. RATIONALE FOR A REVISED MECHANISM 

In Montana, in May 2011, Senior Officials (SOM) endorsed recommendations prepared by the Committee of Trade and Investment (CTI) for a more robust mechanism to track progress towards the Bogor Goals. Background information can be found at: 2011/SOM2/021anx2. 

III. BOGOR GOALS PROGRESS REPORT GUIDELINES

(a) Format of the Individual Action Plan (IAP)  

· Economies will report on the IAP Template (annex 1) new trade and investment policies and procedures and the improvements planned for the remaining areas to fill the gap in moving closer to achieving the Bogor Goals. If policy settings remain the same from one reporting period to the next, then there is no need to collect and repeat the same information. 2010 economies
 might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment.  

· The areas to be reported will be based on the Osaka Action Agenda plus those added afterwards: 

· Tariffs

· Non-tariff measures 

· Services 

· Investment

· Standards and conformance 

· Customs procedures

· Intellectual property 

· Competition policy

· Government procurement

· Deregulation/regulatory review

· World Trade Organization (WTO) obligations including rules of origin

· Dispute mediation

· Mobility of business people

· Official websites that gather economies´ information

· Transparency

· Regional Trade Agreements / Free Trade Agreements (RTAs/FTAs)

· Other voluntary reporting areas 

· Economies will describe, in brief points only, significant new developments under each chapter heading. The information provided should be succinct but sufficient for the reader to understand the outline of the measure being described. Refer to the IAP reporting templates revised in 2004 together with 2000 APEC IAP Format Guidelines as guidance for reporting on each issue area.  

· Wherever possible entries should include a reference point (website, document, contact address, etc.) where further information can be obtained.

(b) Reporting from the Policy Support Unit  

· The Policy Support Unit (PSU) will prepare a short one- to two-page report with key highlights on members’ main achievements and remaining areas for improvement in the year of review. This would include information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. Economies would have the opportunity to examine the PSU’s report ahead of the SOM discussion, preferably with a few months’ leeway to ensure that each economy has sufficient time to review the report, make comments and highlight any factual errors, if any. Senior Officials will also have an opportunity to respond to the PSU’s report at their meeting, and also pose questions to each other, before it is finalized and made public as an independent report by PSU.

· In response to ABAC’s recommendation, the PSU will also prepare a “Dashboard” to complement the brief report abovementioned. 

(c) IAP Peer Review Process 

Regular Senior Officials’ review 

· Economies will be reviewed by Senior Officials in: 2012, 2014, and 2018.  In each previous year, the CTI will table for SOM’s endorsement the schedule to prepare the IAP submission and PSU report, taking into account the calendar for that APEC’s year.

· For 2012, economies will submit their templates by SOM1, February 2012. Senior Officials will discuss the brief reports prepared by the PSU by SOM2, June/July 2012.

Second-term review 

· Economies will be assessed in 2016, as a second term review. 

· 2010 economies might give emphasis to those areas where shortcomings were highlighted in the Leaders' Statement on 2010 Bogor Goals Assessment. 

· The host economy in 2016 supported by the APEC Secretariat and the PSU will lead the assessment based on the information provided in the IAP Template, and also information setting out the prevailing situation of trade and investment liberalization and facilitation of the economies, and use, where possible, indicators to facilitate the assessment. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund and other respectable sources, considering that data could be available for tariffs, but similar information for non-tariff measures, services and investment might be less visible.

Final Assessment 

· In 2020, economies will undertake a final assessment toward the achievement of the Bogor Goals. 

· The template prepared by Japan in 2010 could be used as the basis for the evaluation, to be consistent as much as possible with the 2010 assessment. 

· The host economy in 2020 supported by the APEC Secretariat, the PSU will lead the assessment based on the individual IAP reports and information provided in the abovementioned templates. 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU could complement this assessment by using, where appropriate, data from the World Trade Organization or other international organizations.

(d) Public Access to the IAP Information 

· The APEC Secretariat and the PSU would make the APEC-IAP website more user-friendly as well as improve its functionality, among other measures: i) the IAP Template might be divided by chapters, so users can download only the section of their interest; and ii) to include a point of contact in the APEC Secretariat to attend requests for further information. Additionally, visits to the website could be tracked. 

· The IAP Template submitted by economies and the report prepared by the PSU will be made publicly available on the internet. 

	Individual Action Plan Update for [Malaysia] for [2017]

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how [economy] is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	




	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  [2017] IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	Customs Duties Order 2017 in single Nomenclature (10 digits) implemented on 1st April 2017.

Customs Duties (Goods of ASEAN Countries Origin) (ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature and ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement) Order 2017 with effect from 1st April 2017.

Elimination and reduction of import duty from 2010 to 2017:

Year

Tariff Lines

2010
473
2011

2012

274

2013

8

2014

-

2015

180

2016

8

2017

107

Malaysia has implemented 14 Free/Preferential Trade Agreements (FTAs).These FTAs are ASEAN FTA, ASEAN-China FTA, ASEAN-Korea FTA, ASEAN-Japan CEP, ASEAN-India FTA, ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA, Malaysia-Japan EPA, Malaysia-Pakistan CEPA, Malaysia-India CECA, Malaysia-New Zealand FTA, Malaysia-Australia FTA, Malaysia-Chile FTA, D8 PTA, and Malaysia-Turkey FTA.

	

	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.my, tariff.customs.gov.my

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Wan Marini binti Wan Hamzah (wmarini.whamzah@customs.gov.my)
Ahmad Tajuddin bin Yaacob (tajuddin.yaacob@customs.gov.my)

Azlinda binti Mohd Nadzri (azlinda.nadzri@customs.gov.my) 

Dzulham bin Ali Akbar (dzulham.ali@customs.gov.my) 

Technical Services Division, Royal Malaysian Customs Department

	

	Non-Tariff Measures

Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	Implementation of Customs (Prohibitions of Imports) Order 2012 and Customs (Prohibitions of Exports) Order 2012 with effect from 1st March 2013

Removal of import/export licensing requirement from 2016 to 2018 :

Year

Tariff Lines

Import Licensing
2016
8
2017
187*
2018
-
Export Licensing
2016
7
2017
19
2018
-
Note: 
Abolishment of import license requirements for the following products:

· motorhomes, motorcycle helmets, used tyres and flour, effective 1 September 2016. The implementation measure is gazetted in the Customs (Prohibition of Imports) (Amendment) Order 2016; and

· 181 tariff lines of iron and steel products, effective 
1 August 2017. The implementation measure is gazetted in the Customs (Prohibition of Imports) (Amendment) Order 2017.
Abolishment of export license requirements for the following tariff line:
Bil
Tariff Line
1
2523.29.90 00
2
2103.90.11 00
3
2103.90.13 00
4
3006.91.00 00
5
3006.92.10 00
6
8418.30.10 00
7
8418.30.90 00
8
8418.40.10 00
9
8418.40.90 00
10
8418.61.00 00
11
8418.69
12
8415.10.90 00
13
73.10
14
74.19
15
75.05
16
76.12
17
78.06
18
7611.00.00 00
19
7907.00.99 00

	

	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.my ; http://mytraderepository.customs.gov.my/ 

	

	Contact point for further details: 
	Wan Marini binti Wan Hamzah (wmarini.whamzah@customs.gov.my)
Sharifah Seri Ratna binti Tuanku Sharif Hamid (seriratna.hamid@customs.gov.my)
Diana binti Abd. Manap (diana.abdmanap@customs.gov.my)

Technical Services Division, Royal Malaysian Customs Department


	

	Services
	Malaysia’s ‘Services Sector Blueprint’ was launched in March 2015 and will be implemented from 2015-2020. The blueprint aims to unlock the potential of the services sector and transform it into a more knowledge-intensive and innovation-led sector with strategic steps outlined to optimize the sector’s contribution to the nation’s economy. Specific items under the action plan include :
· accelerating sectoral regulatory reforms through active industry and regulator engagements; and 

· expanding the roll-out of National Policy on the Development and Implementation of Regulations (NPDIR) to state and local governments.
· In 2018, there will be a mid term review which will realign the blueprint with current developments related to the 4th Industrial Revolution and Malaysia’s national development agenda. 

	

	Website for further information:  
	www.miti.gov.my 

	

	Contact point for further details:
	( allssddofficer@miti.gov.my)
Mr. Mohd Zahid Abdullah
Senior Director, 

Services Sector Development Division, 

Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI)
zahid@miti.gov.my 


	

	Investment


	Under Malaysia’s Economic Transformation Programme (ETP), the Government has been driving growth in communication services and enabling a paradigm shift from infrastructure and access to applications and content. In fact, in the 10th Malaysia Plan, several ICT initiatives were announced to transform the nation into an innovative digital economy such as the Strategic ICT Roadmap and Digital Malaysia. 

The 11th Malaysia Plan continues to place emphasis on driving the ICT industry, while smart manufacturing is among the focus areas under the manufacturing sector.

The Government is encouraging the adoption of smart manufacturing by doubling efforts to create a conducive business environment which will give manufacturers the confidence to invest in new technologies and processes as well as the skills. 

Among the initiatives to encourage the transformation of the manufacturing sector include:

· Incentives for the production of robotics and factory automation equipment and related modules;

· Automation Capital Allowance (ACA) for companies undertaking automation;

· Soft Loan Scheme for Automation & Modernisation (SLSAM), and

· Facilitation of the modernisation and upgrading of plants.

· Enrichment of talent skills and capabilities

	

	Website for further information:  
	www.mida.gov.my 

	

	Contact point for further details:
	rashidah@mida.gov.my, gheeta@mida.gov.my 

	

	Standards and Conformance


	Standardisation

As of 31st December 2017, 5331 Malaysian Standards (MS) have been developed, and 61% of these standards are aligned  with international standards (ISO and IEC). 

For Malaysia’s participation in the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO), the total number of Participating  (P) membership is 165  while the total number of Observing (O) membership is 124.

For the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), the total number of Participating  (P) membership is 37 while the total number of Observing (O) membership is 59.
Malaysia also assumes chairmanship / convenorship for the following working groups:
i. ISO/TC 45 Rubber and rubber products

ii. ISO/TC 45/ SC 4 Products (other than hoses)

iii. ISO/TC 157 Non-systemic contraceptives and STI barrier prophylactics

iv. ISO/TC 176/ SC 2 Quality systems

v. ISO/TC 207 SC 7 Greenhouse gas management and related activities

vi. ISO/TC 45/SC 3/WG 4 Natural rubber

vii. ISO/TC 45/SC 4/WG 5 Gloves and other latex products

viii. ISO/TC 45/SC 4/WG 14 Elastomeric bridge bearings

ix. ISO/TC 61/SC 9/WG 6 Polyolefins

x. ISO/TC 61/SC 2/WG 2 Hardness and surface properties

xi. ISO/TC 218/WG 4 Test methods

xii. ISO/TC 241/WG 5 ISO 39002 - Good practices for commuting safety systems

xiii. IEC/TC 115/WG 4 Guidelines on Asset Management of High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Installations  

Standards Malaysia hosts and participates in various training activities/meetings on standardization of APEC  and the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) i.e Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC). .

Accreditation

The accreditation schemes offered by Standards Malaysia are:

i. Accreditation for Certification Bodies (ACB)

ii. Laboratory Accreditation Scheme of  Malaysia (SAMM)

iii. Malaysia Inspection Bodies Accreditation Scheme (MIBAS) 

iv. GLP Compliance Programme (GLP CP)

v. Malaysia Proficiency Testing Provider Accreditation Scheme (MyPTP)

New Programme:

For the Accreditation for Certification Bodies (ACB) there is a new programme introduced in 2016, Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO) Certification Scheme.
Statistic
The total number of accredited laboratories as of December 2017 is 858, of which 688 are active.

The total number of accredited certification bodies are as follows:
No.

Programmes

Accredited

1

Quality Management Systems (QMS)

24

2

Environmental Management Systems (EMS)

16

3

Product Certification (PC) Systems

10

4

PC-Ecolabel

1

5

Occupational Safety and Health Management Systems (OSH)

9

6

HACCP Systems

4

7

Information Security Management Systems (ISMS)

2

8

Forest Management Certification (FMC)

1

9

Food Safety Management Systems (FSMS)

7

10

Certification of Persons (PERSONNEL)

4

11

Oil Palm Supply Chain Management Systems (OPSC)

0

12

Software Product Certification (SWPC)

0

13

Energy Management System (EnMS)

1

14

Medical Device Quality Management System (MDQMS)

4

15

Good Manufacturing Practice for Food (GMP)

4

16

Food Safety System Certification (FSSC 22000)

0

17

Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil Certification Scheme (MSPO)

5

92

The total number of accredited inspection bodies is 13.

The total number of GLP Compliance Test Facilities is 6:
The total number of accredited Proficiency Testing Providers: 1
Standards Malaysia hots and participates in various training activities/meetings of APEC and of the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) namely the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation(APLAC) and the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC).
Scientific  Metrology
In the area of metrology, Malaysia through the National Metrology Institute of Malaysia (NMIM) participates in various training activites of of the Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) namely the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) and the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP).


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.jsm.gov.my; www.nmim.gov.my

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Strategic Planning Division, Department of Standards Malaysia:

Mr. Hussalmizzar Hussain

mizzar@jsm.gov.my
Mr. Mohd. Hamzaini Hashim

hamzaini@jsm.gov.my
Ms. Nur Afifah Ijap

afifah@jsm.gov.my 


	

	Customs Procedures


	Authorised Economic Operator (AEO):

AEO Program was implemented on 1 January 2010. As at December 2015, 52 companies have been granted AEO status.    

Self- Certification:

As at 31 December 2017, 487 companies have been recognised as  Certified Exporters 


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.customs.gov.my

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Customs Division, Royal Malaysian Customs Department
1. Wan Saadah binti Mohd Muhibbuddin
(Deputy Director of Import/Export and Border Control Branch)

Email: w_saadah.muhibbuddin@customs.gov.my
2. Mohd Wizan bin Abdul Rahman
(Deputy Director of Trade Facilitation and Indutry Branch)

Email: m_wizan.rahman@customs.gov.my
3. Salleh Bin Samuri
(Senior Assitant Director of Customs I)

(AEO Unit)

Email: salleh.samuri@customs.gov.my

	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	Service Delivery System

Established Patent Prosecution Highway with the Japan Patent Office and the European Patent Office to facilitate and expedite patent examination.
Developing an integrated IP management system (Phase 1) for patent and trademark.

Education and awareness programme

12 higher learning institutions and 1 research institute signed Memorandum of Understanding to participate in the Technology and Innovation Support Centre(TISC) programme as the host institutions. The programme aims to provide easy access to innovation and technological information.
8 Representatives from the TISC Host Institutions were selected to participate in the TISC – IP Enabling Environment Programme. The programme provides comprehensive capacity building on IP and IP management conducted by WIPO. 
Introduced the IP Filing Fund to encourage and assist youth, student and local communities to file and protect their IP.

Organised the National IP Summer Camp to raise IP knowledge among youngsters focusing on IP creation, protection, commercialisation and monetisation.

Initiated the IP Funtastic programme to share information on IP and to encourage creativity among teachers and students. Innovation created by the students will be uploaded into IP Portal for youngsters.

IP awareness programmes were held in collaboration with relevant federal and states agencies which deal with SMEs and entrepreneurs. 

	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.myipo.gov.my 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	Yusnieza Syarmila Yusoff 

Director

Policy and International Affairs Division

Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO)

DL: +603 2299 8404

Fax: +603 2299 8989

e-mail: yusnieza@myipo.gov.my

	

	Competition Policy


	The Competition Act 2010 came into force on 1st January 2012. Since the last IAP update, the Malaysia Competition Commission
(MyCC) has undertaken various initiatives to better implement and enforce the Act. Latest improvements from March 2016 till December 2017 include:

(i) Market Studies
The MyCC has finalised 2 market reviews i.e. on the Pharmaceutical Sector in Malaysia and Building Materials in Construction Industry.  

(ii) Introduction of Guidelines
The MyCC is currently developing Guidelines on Intellectual Property Rights and Competition Law.
(iii) Competition Advocacy Programmes
In order to raise awareness and inculcate a culture of compliance to the Competition Act 2010, MyCC continuously conducts advocacy programmes with the stakeholders.
From 2016-2017, 54 advocacy programmes have been conducted to various sectors and government bodies.

The MyCC hosted the 1st Moot Court Competition on Competition Law 2016 on 17-18 October 2016.

The MyCC hosted the Malaysia Competition Conference 2017 themed “Competition Law: Breaking Norms, Managing Change” from 6-7 March 2017.

The MyCC hosted the 7th ASEAN Competition Conference themed ASEAN@50: Managing Change in a Competitive ASEAN from 8-9 March 2017.

The MyCC co-organised the 2nd Moot Court Competition on Competition Law 2017 with the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) from 28-30 October 2017.

(iv) Enforcement 

From 2012-2017:

a. The MyCC received a total of 347 complaints of which 321 have been solved or closed.
b. The MyCC based on its own initiative, a total of 45 cases have been investigated of which 41 have been solved or closed.
c. The MyCC received 10 directions from the Minister of which all 10 have been addressed. 
The industries which are under assessment include government procurement, agriculture, food and beverage, heavy industry, public transportation, financial services, livestock, information technology, services and tourism.
The industries which are under investigation include government procurement, pharmaceutical, information technology, financial product, services and logistics. 

Final Decision (Finding of Infringement) issued by the MyCC:

NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

Cameron Highlands Floriculturist Association (CHFA)

Finding of infringement under section 40 of the Act

2.

Malaysian Airline System Berhad, AirAsia Berhad and Air Asia X Sdn. Bhd. (MAS)

Finding of infringement under Section 40 of the Act

3.

Sibu Confectionery and Bakery Association

Finding of infringement under Section 40 of the Act

4.

24 Ice Manufacturers in  Selangor, Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya

Finding of infringement under Section 40 of the Act

5. 

My E.G. Services Berhad

Finding of infringement under Section 40 of the Act

6.

Container Depot Operators Penang.

Finding of infringement under Section 40 of the Act

Final Decision (Finding of Non- Infringement) imposed by the MyCC:

NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

1 Tube Ice Manufacturer

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

2.

Pangsapuri Perdana

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

3.

9- Sibu Confectionary and Bakery Association (SCBA)

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

4.

Sarawak Restaurant Association

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

5.

My Egg Consortium Sdn. Bhd

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

6.

Federation of Stationers and Book Sellers Association of Malaysia

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

7.

Megasteel  Sdn. Bhd

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

8.

Dongwha Fibreboard Sdn. Bhd. dan Evergreen Fibreboard Bhd. (Woodsellers)

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

9.

Avery Dennison Materials Sdn. Bhd. and UPM Raflatac Sdn. Bhd. (Labelstock Makers)

Finding of non- infringement under Section 39 of the Act

Proposed Decision imposed by the MyCC:

NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

General Insurance Association of Malaysia (PIAM) and 22 members PIAM

Case is still on going

Undertaking by the target enterprises: 

NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

Barbers Association

Undertaking given under Section 43 of the Act

2.

Pan Malaysia Lorry Owners Association (PMLOA)

Undertaking given under Section 43 of the Act

3.

Giga Shipping Sdn Bhd & Nexus Mega Carriers Sdn Bhd

Undertaking given under Section 43 of the Act

4.

Malaysia Heavy Construction Equipment Owners’ Association (MHCEOA)

Undertaking given under Section 43 of the Act

5.

Containerchain Malaysia Sdn. Bhd

Undertaking given under Section 43 of the Act

6.

Sand Traders for the four District Namely Kota Bharu , Pasir Mas, Tanah Merah and Machang, Negeri Kelantan

Undertaking given under Section 43 of the Act

Appeal by the target enterprises:

NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

MyE.G. Services Berhad

Case is still on going

2.

MAS & AirAsia (at Judicial Review stage; High Court)

Case is still on going

Warning imposed by the MyCC:

 NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

The Registrar of Societies (PPBM) & (2) Nursery Association/ Babysitter

Warning given

2.

Perak Fish Breeders Association

Warning given

3.

Persatuan Penternak Ikan Tawar Temerloh

Warning given

4.

Kuching Bakery Association

Warning given

5.

Sarawak Restaurant Association

Warning given

6.

Federation of  Goldsmith & Jewellers Association of Malaysia (FGJAM)

Warning given

7.

Federation of Livestock Farmers’ Associations of Malaysia (FLFAM)

Warning given

8.

Malaysian Corrugated Carton Manufacturers Association (MACCMA)

Warning given

9.

Avery Dennison Materials Sdn. Bhd. and UPM Raflatac Sdn. Bhd. (Labelstock Makers)

Warning given

Direction imposed by the MyCC:

NO.

CASES

STATUS

1.

Malaysian Dental Association (MDA)

Direction given

2.

Malaysian Institute of Arbitrators (MiARB)

Direction given

3.

Malaysia Institute of Architects (PAM)

Direction given

4.

Institute of Landscape Architects Malaysia (ILAM)

Direction given

5.

Malaysian Tourist Guide Council (MTGC)

Direction given


	

	Website for further information:  
	www.mycc.gov.my 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Dato’ Abu Samah Shabudin

CEO

Malaysia Competition Commission (MyCC)

Level 15, Menara SSM@Sentral,

No.7, Jalan Stesen Sentral 5, 

Kuala Lumpur Sentral

50623 Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603 2272 1691

Fax: +603 2272 1692

Email: abusamah@mycc.gov.my ; spiad@mycc.gov.my 
	

	Government Procurement


	Electronic Procurement

An advanced version of the previous ePerolehan (eP) system, known as ePerolehan Baharu (New eP system), was recently launched on the 29 of December 2017.
On the 1st of January 2018, a Treasury Circular (1PP/PK5.1) was issued to enforce all federal ministries and its line agencies on the mandatory usage of the New eP system for all solicition methods of the procurement of goods and non-consultancy services. 

The enhanced features of the New eP systems includes, among others:

· Full automation of end-to-end procurement process to promote seamless transactions, increase organizational effectiveness, process efficiency, transparency, data accuracy as well as optimal control & monitoring management;

· Rules and procedures are hardcode as criterias/parameters into the program to mitigate risk of non-compliance; and

· User authentication reinforced via single sign-on and digital certificate.

Standard Template for Letter of Award, Local Order and Government Indent to suppliers

On the 1st of September 2017, a Treasury Circular (1PP/PK4.2) was issued to enforce all federal ministries and its line agencies on the mandatory usage of standard formats for Letter of Acceptance (LOA), Government Purchase Order (GPO) and Government Indent (GI) as a mechanism to safeguard government’s interests as well as maintain good governance.
	

	Website for further information:  
	www.treasury.gov.my ; www.eperolehan.gov.my 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	gpfta@treasury.gov.my 

Government Procurement Division, Ministry of Finance


	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	Dealing with Construction Permits

· Accessible and Transparent data / technical requirements from utilities

· Improving Checklist for OSC1Submission Joint Inspection
· Enhanced competency of PSP/SP and Processing Officer

· Manual  OSC 3.0

· Establish robust Helpdesk to include other channels such as  mass media and new media
Getting Electricity

· Improving efficiency in Getting Electricity (GE) by reducing unnecessary procedures in GE application processes and compliance cost.

Labour Market Regulation

· Automation and reduction of foreign workers in the following subsectors namely:

i)  Car Wash 

ii) Car Park 

iii) Petrol Stations

· Recruitment of Expatriate Category 3

· Transformation of TVET (Technical and Vocational Education Training) Curriculum
Registering Property.

· Management of e-Consent

· Expanding the implementation of standardization on e-consent management system at state level

· Study on the effectiveness  of e-consent management system

Paying Taxes 

· Implement recommendation to prepare labour tax by using payroll system

· Replicate the EPF model on e-Filing and e-Payment to SOCSO

· SOCSO portal - To reduce time taken to file and pay SOCSO

· SOCSO portal - To reduce time taken to prepare tax returns

Trading Across Borders

· Trade Facilitation Efficiency: Reduction of time for inland transportation and handling

· Mapping out and identifying gaps/ regulatory burdens along the logistics supply chain for selected products under HS 85 Electrical machinery and equipment and work

Enforcing Contracts

· Enhancing Efficiency  of  Judicial Auction (Development of Judicial e-Bidding System)

· Reducing Cycle Time  by Simplifying Writ of Siezure and Sales (WSS) Procedures

· Study on Cost of Fees  by legal practitioners based on WB case study

Resolving Insolvency

· Mapping out on Resolving Insolvency Procedures

· Reducing Cycle Time by simplifying Resolving Insolvency Procedures

Reducing Unnecessary Regulatory Burden Methodology 

Reports on this initiative is available.

 
	Non-Tariff Measure (NTM)

The productivity blueprint outlines five strategic thrusts: to create manpower for the future, spearhead the digital drive and innovation, ensure industry accountability towards productivity, build a strong ecosystem and put in place a strong implementation mechanism, divided into 10 national initiatives, 32 sectoral initiatives and 16 key activities. 

Under the National Initiative (N7) : Key Activity 13 - Remove non-tariff measures that impede business growth and improve efficiency of the logistics sector, recommends the restructuring of non-tariff measures, including customs regulations, to ensure streamlined processes and regulations for export and import permits and regulations. 

Objective: 
· To review all NTMs and it's procedural requirement that are being imposed by regulators by using guillotine approach; and 
· To reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens on business. 

Regulatory Dashboard for Ministries and Agencies

MPC is entasked to map regulations affecting the operation of businesses in Malaysia with the aim in moderinising business regulations. In this respect, MPC is undertaking such initiative by initially listing abnd mapping regulations under all ministries at federal level.

Objectives:
· To map and develop a dashboard of regulations under the purview of selected federal ministries in Malaysia;

· To create a repository of the current acts and regulations that imposed by ministries and agencies in Malaysia; and

· To identify the legal basis and the economic and social impact of existing regulations.

Cutting Red Tape (CURE)
MPC introduced Cutting Red Tape (CURE) which is now a priority on the national agenda in Malaysia. In aspiring towards achieving a high income nation, the government continuously seeks to improve public service delivery and facilitate ease of doing business as well as tackle regulatory barriers that impede productivity, innovation and growth. Heavy administrative burdens and red tape can stifle entrepreneurship and reduce competitiveness in global markets.

CURE aims to get rid of unnecessary bureaucracy. It intends to shine a light on out-of-date legislation and confusing implementation of it, such as unhelpful government guidance or needlessly complex inspection regimes, to ensure they make sense. It is a systematic approach in cutting bureaucracy in public service and reducing unnecessary regulatory burden to the industry. 

Overall the project aims to overcome the inconsistency of administrative approaches and enhance coordination between Federal, States and Local Government agencies. Through CURE project activities, it will help reduce adverse impact of regulations, requirements and procedures. The use of available technology to improve communciation and interaction with the public as well as more periodic review will contribute to the effectiveness and efficiency of regulations.

Handbook on Risk based Analysis on Enforcement and Inspection  

Risk Based Analysis on Enforcement and Inspection Handbook for Government Ministries and Agencies, aims to assist the regulators to develop coherent frameworks for the application of risk management in regulatory inspection and enforcement.

Publication of this book involves several objectives, which are:

a)
To ensure all regulators determine the inspection and enforcement based on the risk level.

b)
To formulate option for improvement based on risk level before any recommendation is proposed and to ensure good regulatory practice effectiveness

c)
To help industry to reduce compliance cost and regulatory to reduce the administrative cost

Ease of Doing Business Initiatives:
i. Dealing with Construction Permits

· Improving OSC 3.0 Manual version 2.0

· Apply risk-based principle to reduce inspections
· Reducing processing time during obtaining development approval (Process 2)
· Reducing time during “Joint Inspection” (Process 4)
ii. Getting Electricity

· Increasing the transparency of connection costs and processes

· Simplifying GE application process

· Improve myTNB SSP Website for online application

iii. Getting Credit
· Exposure of SSM’s Strategic Framework Paper of the Personal Property Securities Registration Law for public consultation

· Closure of Public Consultation on SSM’s Strategic Framework Paper of the Personal Property Securities Registration Law 

· Finalise first draft of the Personal Property Securities Registration Law 

iv. Registering Property

· Integrate search of land title, company and winding-up through e-Tanah System

· Make online adjudication of stamp duty and valuation mandatory

v. Paying Taxes

· Establishment of online payment using SOCSO Portal
vi. Trading Across Borders

· Trade Facilitation Efficiency: Reduction of time for inland transportation and handling

· Mapping out and identifying regulatory burden along supply chain  for import  of products under HS 8708 (Parts and Accessories of Motor Vehicles)  and work towards reducing them

· Time Release Study (TRS) at Port Klang



	Website for further information:  
	www.mpc.gov.my 
	

	Contact point for further details:
	Zahid Ismail

Director

Productivity and Competitiveness Division
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	Malaysia has continued to implement our commitments under the various WTO Agreements/obligations for the period of 2016-2017, including: 

· Implementation of tariff elimination commitments of the high-tecnology ICT products under the Information Technology Agreement expansion (ITA2) since 1 July 2016. Approximately 88% of IT product tariff lines were eliminated on 1 July 2016 while the remaining ones will be completely phased-out by July 2023.
· Unilateral abolishment of import license requirements for the following products:

· motorhomes, motorcycle helmets, used tyres and flour, effective 1 September 2016. The implementation measure is gazetted in the Customs (Prohibition of Imports) (Amendment) Order 2016; and

· 181 tariff lines of iron and steel products, effective 
1 August 2017. The implementation measure is gazetted in the Customs (Prohibition of Imports) (Amendment) Order 2017.

· Monitoring of the implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), particularly through the Trade Facilitation Cluster Working Group (TFCWG) established in June 2015 which functions as the National Committee on Trade Facilitation as required under the WTO TFA. Notification on Malaysia’s Category B commitments under the TFA to the WTO has also been submitted to the WTO Secretariat in September 2017.
· Notification of the Malaysia-Turkey FTA to the Committee on Regional Trade Agreements on 20 February 2017.

· Submission of all notifications required under the Safeguard Agreement and semi-annual reports under the Anti-Dumping Agreement, and the Subsidies and Countervailing Agreement pertaining to the following:
· Safeguard measure on imports of Steel Concrete Reinforcing Bars;

· Safeguard measure on imports of Steel Wire Rods & Deformed Bar in Coils; and

· Anti-dumping investigation on imports with regard to imports of Cold Rolled Stainless Steel (CRSS) from the People’s Republic of China, Republic of Korea, Chinese Taipei and the Kingdom of Thailand.

· More regular notifications in fulfillment of WTO commitments to the:

· Committee on Agriculture (4 submissions in 2017);

· Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures (3 submissions in 2017);

· Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) (6 submissions in 2016 and 9 in 2017); 

· Committee on Import Licensing (3 submissions in 2016 and 1 in 2017); and

· Committee on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (1 submission for 2014-2017).


	Malaysia is also committed to fulfill the various WTO Ministerial Decisions (such as Bali and Nairobi Packages, and the recent Buenos Aires Ministerial Decision on fisheries subsidies) and work towards the conclusion of the Doha Round negotiations, including:

· Malaysia will continue to support the decision on export competition, and participate in the discussions on agriculture, permanent solution on public stockholding for food security purposes, Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) for developing countries, services, development, environment, fisheries subsidies, and NAMA; and 

· Malaysia is still in the process of amending its Patent Law to ensure effective implementation of the international IP system after its ratification of the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement on Public Health in December 2015. The Patent Law amendment will also incorporate obligations with respect to Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure, and Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement of Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 
To improve its implementation of WTO obligations, Malaysia has planned to: 

· introduce anti-circumvention law to prevent circumvention from imposed anti-dumping measures; and
· undertake more extensive outreach and awareness programme(s) to the Malaysian businesses, public and private stakeholders.



	Website for further information:  
	http://www.wto.org ; http://www.miti.gov.my

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Senior Director, 

Multilateral Trade Policy and Negotiations Division, MITI

Email: allmtpn@miti.gov.my
Fax: +603-6206 5237


	

	Dispute Resolution


	Mediation
· Malaysia’s Mediation Act 2012 [Act 749] came into force on 1st August 2012 with the aim of promoting and encouraging mediation as a method of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and to facilitate the settlement of disputes in a fair, speedy and cost-effective manner.

· This Act provides that mediation can be initiated before commencement of any civil action or arbitration.  However, it cannot be initiated for certain matters that are specifically excluded under the Schedule of the Mediation Act. The Mediation Act also does not apply to mediation conducted by the courts or mediation conducted by the Legal Aid Department. 

· A mediation under this Act shall not prevent the commencement of any civil action in court or arbitration nor shall it act as a stay of, or extension of any proceedings, if the proceedings have commenced.

· Further, if the parties to mediation reached an agreement upon the conclusion of such mediation, the parties must enter into a binding settlement agreement. If proceedings have commenced in court, the settlement agreement may be recorded before the court as a consent judgment or judgment of the court.

Arbitration

· The Arbitration Act [Act 646] which came into force on 15 March 2006 regulates domestic arbitration, provide for international arbitration, the recognition and enforcement of awards and for related matters. 

· The Act 646 was recently amended by Arbitration Amendment Act 2011 [Act A 1395]which came into effect on 1 July 2011. The amendments were introduced to address the inconsistency in the interpretation of the provisions of Act 646 and to give effect to some of the representations by the arbitral community. Among The amendments made are as follows:
(a) Section 2

The amendment of Section 2(2)(b) substitutes the words “sections 3 and 30” to the words “section 3” 
(b) Section 8

The purpose of the amendment to Section 8 is to limit court intervention to situations specifically covered by Act 646 and to discourage the use of inherent powers of the court.
(c) Section 10

The new amendment removes the ground to stay arbitration proceedings in Section 10(1)(b) where the Court is satisfied that there is no dispute between the parties with regard to the matters which are to be referred.

Further, the amendment also introduces special provisions in relation to admiralty proceedings which permit the Court to order that any property arrested, or bail or other security given, be retained as security for the satisfaction of any award that may be given in the arbitration proceedings or to order that a stay of court proceedings be conditional upon equivalent security being provided for the satisfaction of any award that may be given in the arbitration proceedings.

New sub-section (3) to Act 646 provides that the provisions of Section 10 of Act 646 apply to an international arbitration where the seat of arbitration is not in Malaysia.
(d) Section 11

The amendment clarifies that the power of the High Court under Section 10(1)(e) of Act 646 to make interim orders "to secure the amount in dispute" extends to the arrest of property or bail or other security pursuant to the admiralty jurisdiction of the High Court.

A new sub-section (3) extends the powers of the Court under Section 11 to an international arbitration where the seat of arbitration is not in Malaysia.
(e) Section 30

The amendment dispense the requirement for the arbitral tribunal to apply Malaysian law where the parties to the dispute have agreed that the dispute is to be governed by the laws of a jurisdiction other than Malaysia.
(f) Section 39

The amendment also provides that the determination of the validity of the arbitration agreement should be determined in accordance with the laws of the State where the award was made and not necessarily under the laws of Malaysia.

A new Section 39(3) was also introduced to provide for situation where decision on matters submitted to arbitration can be separated from those which have not been submitted, the Court may recognise and enforce those parts of the award on matters that have been submitted for arbitration.

(g) Section 42(1A)

Section 42(1) allows any party to refer to the High Court any question of law arising out of an award.

The newly introduced Section 42(1A) confers power on the High Court to dismiss a reference under Section 42(1) unless the question of law substantially affects the rights of one or more of the parties.

(h) Section 51
Section 51(2) provides inter alia that the provisions of the Arbitration Act 1952 will continue to apply to arbitration proceedings which have been commenced before the Commencement Date. Under the English language text, the sole criterion for determining whether this saving provision applies to an arbitration is whether the arbitration were commenced before or after the Commencement Date.

However, Section 51(2) of the Bahasa Malaysia text was inconsistent with the English text in that it provided that the saving provision applied where an arbitration agreement is made or where arbitration proceedings are commenced before the Commencement Date.

By virtue of the amendment to Section 51(2), the Bahasa Malaysia text has been amended to remove the inconsistency with the English text, the latter of which is the authoritative text.

A new sub-section (4) to Section 51 has also been introduced which provides that the Arbitration Act 2005 will govern all court proceedings relating to arbitration which are commenced after the Commencement Date i.e. 15 March 2006 notwithstanding that such proceedings arise from arbitration proceedings that were commenced before that.

In other words, while arbitration proceedings which are commenced prior to 15 March 2006 continue to be governed by the Arbitration Act 1952, any court proceedings which arise from such arbitration are to be governed by the provisions of the Arbitration Act 2005.   

· The amendments are put in place to enhance arbitration law in Malaysia and allows for greater independence of the arbitral process and lessen possible interventions from the courts.


	At present no further improvement has been planned for the Mediation Act 2012 [Act 749] and Arbitration Act 2005 [Act 646]. The current provisions are sufficient in  facilitating resolution or settlement of disputes in a fair, speedy and cost-effective manner.  

	Website for further information:  
	www.malaysianbar.org.my; www.kehakiman.gov.my; www.klrca.org.my 


	

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Haliza Aini Dato’ Othman

Deputy Head of International Affairs Division I

Attorney General’s Chambers,

No. 45, Persiaran Perdana, Presint 4, 62100 Putrajaya.

MALAYSIA.

Tel No: +603-8872 2257

Email: haliza@agc.gov.my

	

	Mobility of Business People


	Malaysia has undertaken the following improvements to its ABTC and immigration policies, processes and procedures in 2014 & 2015:

1. Extension of Validility of ABTC 

As agreed during the Business Mobility Group (BMG) APEC Meeting, all the applications submitted on or after 1st of September 2015 are to be granted an ABTC a validity period of  five (5) years. Malaysia has implemented the extension of validity period based on the agreed operating framework.  

2. Facial Live Capture (FLC)

Since 2014, Facial Live Capture (FLC) technology has been implemented in all  domestic and international Malaysia passport issuance offices to enhance the security of Malaysia Passports. Having FLC camera on-site has assisted the officers to ensure passports (accurate picture) are issued based on the submission forms and FLC photographs of the applicants. 

3. Lost and Stolen Travel Documents System (LSTD)

Immigration Department of Malaysia with the cooperation with Royal Malaysia Police has started to implement LSTD  System in 2015. The system allows real time reporting to INTERPOL database regarding cases of stolen or lost Malaysia Passports and can be used to prevent the abuse / misuse of revoked passports.  For the initial stage of implementation, Police Reporting System (PRS) will send the data to INTERPOL Headoffice in Lyon, France. In March 2016, the Immigration Department has started to report to INTERPOL Headoffice directly. 

4. Facial Recognition System (FRS)

Facial Recognition System has been implemented in 2015 to enhance security at the entry and exit points. The system which is capable to identify or verify a person through facial features has been implemented in all major International Airports in Malaysia namely:

a. Kuala Lumpur International Airport;

b. Kuala Lumpur International Airport 2;

c. Penang International Airport;

d. Langkawi International Airport;

e. Subang International Airport;

f. Kuching International Airport (starting 2016); and

g. Kota Kinabalu International Airport (starting 2016)


	1. Advance Passenger Screening System (APSS)
Malaysia is currently looking into the best implementation model as well as finalizing the costs and technical aspects of APSS which will be  used as a mechanism to pre-screen passengers’ information before boarding designated flights to Malaysia as well as to facilitate people’s movement and clearance at the airports. 

2. Regional Movement Alert System (RMAS) and Biometric Exchange

Malaysia and Australia have initiated discussions  on proposals to develop RMAS and Biometric Exchange since 2014. Proof of Concept (POC) had been approved by both parties and was carried out in 2014. Both systems are expected to be integrated into APSS so that the systems can complement each other to provide a more robust and holistic immigration and border control.

3. BorderPass
BorderPass is an opt-in service that expedites ASEAN visa-free tourists and business travellers through ASEAN airports. It replaces paper immigration forms with biometrically verified online profiles, sent to the destination country the moment a flight is booked. Pre-cleared passengers will be able to skip the immigration queue and paper form using a BorderPass automated gate upon arrival which biometrically verifies the passenger in seconds. The goal is to deliver a seamless and secure intra-ASEAN travel experience. Proof of Concept (POC) for the implementation of BorderPass started in October 2017 in KLIA 2, involving business travellers as pioneer group. In January 2018, The Economic Council has approved the implementation of Borderpass to be expanded to all travellers. 

4. National Immigration Control System (Sistem KAwalan Imigresen Nasional- SKIN) 

SKIN is a comprehensive transformation  of the core system and key applications of existing immigration system known as the Malaysian Immigration System (MyIMMs). SKIN will be implemented as a Technology Reform Program to modernize the entire IT system and applications. This system will be used for immigration transactions covering various aspects of the immigration service delivery and functions such as passports and visas issuance, foreign workers application, enforcement, border control, permits and passes, etc. The concession agreement was signed in July 2017 and the first phase of development will begin in the first quarter of 2018 and will be completed by year 2020. 



	Website for further information:  
	www.imi.gov.my ; http://www.talentcorp.com.my/expatriates/

	

	Contact point for further details:
	Immigration Affairs Division, Ministry of Home Affairs:
Mdm. Siti Jalilah Abdul Manap (+603 88863159,  sitijalilah@moha.gov.my)
Mdm. Noor Azreen binti Kamalzman (+603 88863307, noor.azreen@moha.gov.my)

	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	· Generally, the Ministry of International Trade and Industry’s website has sufficienct information with links provided to the other Ministries should further information be required.

· The Malaysian Government also applies the “No Wrong Door Policy” as such any query will be answered by respective Ministry and query beyond its jurisdiction, it will than be forwarded to the relevant Ministry and Agency.
· Alternatively, all information related to the Malaysian Government and machinery is also available at the www.malaysia.gov.my. This website provides a single point access and gateway to multiple Government online services as well as information on the Government’s machinery.

	

	Website for further information:  
	www.miti.gov.my, www.malaysia.gov.my, www.treasury.gov.my, www.bnm.gov.my

	

	Contact point for further details:
	apecmiti@miti.gov.my

	

	Transparency


	Guideline on Public Consultation procedure was published in 2014 to assist regulators in conducting public consultation.

Under the 11th Malaysia Plan (2016-2020), the National Policy on the Development and Implementation of Regulations will be extended to States and Local Authority.

Annual Report on Modernisation of Regulation 2015 which will be launched in May 2016, provides information on compliance by Malaysian Government and its agencies, regulators and national standard-setting bodies. This report is prepared by MPC based on data and information gathered from second review of GRP project held in 2015, in cooperation with relevant ministries and agencies. This report is also an important element of GRP processes and aids in ensuring   transparency to the public.


	Establishing a central website as innovative engagement mechanism to conduct online public consultation with assistance of the World Bank. Study on international Notice and Comments websites and comparison analysis was conducted to benchmark the best practices of conducting online public consultation 

	Website for further information:  
	grp.mpc.gov.my ; www.mpc.gov.my
	Unified online public consultation portal will be developed by end of 2018 

	Contact point for further details:
	Ms. Roziana Hj Othman

Senior Manager

Productivity and Competitiveness  Development 

Malaysia Productivity Corporation (MPC)

(ogie@mpc.gov.my)

	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	BILATERAL

1. Malaysia-Japan Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force: 13 July 2006

-
Notification to the WTO: 12 July 2006

2. Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership Agreement (MPCEPA)

-
Date of entry into force:  1 January 2008

-
Notification to the WTO: 19 February 2008

3. Malaysia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force:  1 August 2010

-
Notification to the WTO: 7 February 2012

4. Malaysia-India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement

-
Date of entry into force:  1 July 2011

-
Notification to the WTO: 6 September 2011

5. Malaysia-Chile Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force:  28 February 2012 (for Malaysia) 

      (Records in the WTO stated that the EIF for Chile is 18 December 2012) 

-
Notification to the WTO: 12 February 2013

6. Malaysia-Australia Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force:  1 January 2013

-
Notification to the WTO: 13 May 2013

7. Malaysia-Turkey Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force: 1 August 2015

-     Notification to the WTO: 20 February 2017

ASEAN + 1 

1. ASEAN Trade In Goods Agreement (ATIGA)

-
Date of entry into force:  17 May 2010
2. ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement 

-
Date of entry into force:  1 January 2010

-
Notification to the WTO: 8 April 2010

3. ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force: 1 January 2010

-
Notification to the WTO: 19 August 2010

4. ASEAN-China Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force: 1 July 2003

-
Notification to the WTO: 21 September 2005

5. ASEAN-Japan Free Trade Agreement 

-
Date of entry into force: For Malaysia, 1 February 2009

-
Notification to the WTO:23 November 2009

6. ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Agreement

-
Date of entry into force: 1 July 2006

-
Notification to the WTO:1 January 2010

7. ASEAN-Hong Kong, China Free Trade Agreement and ASEAN-Hong Kong, China Investment Agreement

-
Signed on 12 November 2017 in Manila, the Philippines

-
Tentative date of entry into force: 1 January 2019

For more information on all FTAs:  http://www.miti.gov.my  or  http://fta.miti.gov.my/ 


	- Agreements under negotiation
	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA)

TPPA is a trade agreement between 12 Pacific Rim nations: Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the United States and Viet Nam. These pioneer TPP members represent a market of 800 million people with a combined GDP of USD 27.5 trillion. As a landmark 21st century agreement, the TPPA is comprehensive in scope and addresses next-generation issues. The Agreement sets the standard for future FTAs.

The TPPA was concluded on 5 October 2015 in Atlanta and signed by twelve parties on 4 February 2016 in Auckland, New Zealand. 

Nevertheless, on 23 January 2017, United States President Donald Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum to withdraw the US from the TPPA. The Agreement as it stands cannot enter into force without the US, as it accounts for 60% of the combined GDP of the 12 TPP members. The Agreement requires at least 6 countries accounting for 85% of the total GDP of the 12 countries. Japan and New Zealand have ratified the TPPA.

In the first meeting, after the US withdrawal, the TPP Ministers from the remaining 11 member countries met on 21 May 2017 in Hanoi, Vietnam affirmed the economic and strategic importance of TPP, particularly as a vehicle for regional economic integration. The Ministers agreed to task the Senior Officials to explore possible ways to implement TPPA without US participation.

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

On 9-10 November 2017 in Da Nang, Viet Nam, Ministers of the 11 TPP countries reached an agreement on the core elements and way forward to implement the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP). The 11 members agreed on the text of the Agreement and renamed the TPPA as the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 

CPTPP will incorporate the original TPP Agreement, with suspension of a limited number of provisions, while maintaining the high standard and comprehensive nature of the Agreement. These provisions were part of the original TPP text. 

In addition, a number of issues remain to be finalised before the signing of the Agreement. The 11 countries will continue to work together to finalise these items by the date of signature. The signing of the CPTPP will be decided by all Parties once all the technical work and outstanding issues are finalised.



	
	Agreement #2


	Malaysia - European Free Trade Area Economic Partnership Agreement (MEEPA)

This FTA initiative is between Malaysia and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) member states, consisting of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 

Official negotiations have commenced in early 2014 and the scope of negotiations include Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Investment, Customs and Trade Facilitation, Rules of Origin, Trade Remedies, Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary, Technical Barriers to Trade, Competition, Intellectual Property Rights, Trade and Sustainable Development (i.e., Labour and Environment), Cooperation and Capacity Building and Dispute Settlement.

Malaysia hosted the Eighth Round of negotiations from 24-27 May 2017.



	
	Agreement #3


	Malaysia-European Union Free Trade Agreement (MEUFTA)

Malaysia-European Union FTA is a comprehensive agreement that covers Market Access for Goods, Services and Investment, Customs and Trade Facilitation, Rules of Origin (ROO), Trade Remedies, Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) Measures, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Competition Policy, Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), including Geographical Indications (GI), Government Procurement (GP), Sustainable Development Issues (i.e., Labour and Environment) and Dispute Settlement Mechanism. 

MEUFTA  which was launched in 2010 was put on hold in 2012 due to difficulty in some of the areas of negotiations. We already had a few discussions last year and at the beginning of this year to identify the prospects of resuming the negotiations as soon as possible. Once resumed, we envisage for the negotiations to be concluded within a year and a half to two year. Once concluded, the FTA will definitely benefit our businesses as a whole, as what is evident from our other FTAs. 



	
	Agreement #4


	Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

The RCEP is an FTA initiative involving the 10 ASEAN Member States and its 6 FTA Partners (i.e., Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea and New Zealand). It will have broader and deeper engagement with significant improvements over the existing ASEAN+1 FTAs, while recognising the individual and diverse circumstances of the participating economies. 

The objectives of launching RCEP negotiations is to achieve a modern, comprehensive, high-quality and mutually beneficial economic partnership among the ASEAN Member States and ASEAN’s FTA Partners. The scope of RCEP is comprehensive and covers trade in goods, services, investment, electronic-commerce, intellectual property, competition, legal and institutional issues and other issues.

The Ministers and negotiators were instructed to intensify efforts in 2018 to bring the RCEP negotiations to conclusion. Ministers also agreed to remain engaged to accelerate the pace of negotiations in market access, rules and cooperation.



	
	Agreement #5


	Malaysia- Iran Preferential Tariff Agreement (MIPTA)

Malaysia and Iran  had commenced a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) which only involves trade in goods. Under the PTA, tariff for certain selected products would be reduced to a certain level, but not necessarily abolished. The first Meeting of the Trade Negotiation Committee (TNC) on Malaysia-Iran PTA was held on 11-12 October 2017 in Kuala Lumpur. Both countries agreed to work toward concluding the PTA negotiations by end of next year.



	- Future plans


	To expedite the conclusion of on-going negotiations.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.miti.gov.my  or  http://fta.miti.gov.my/

	Contact point for further details:
	(allfta@miti.gov.my)

Strategic Negotiations Division, MITI




	Other voluntary reporting areas (Goods and Services Tax - GST)


	Bogor Goals Progress Report 2016-2018

Updates on the Implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) in  Malaysia

Policy

· There are no significant changes to the current GST policy especially on the GST rate and registration threshold.
· Slight changes had been made to the current list of zero-rated and exempted items whereby:
· Magazines, journal, periodicals and comic to be subjected to zero-rated supply
· Supply of services directly in connection with goods for export to an overseas customer who belongs in a country other than Malaysia who is outside Malaysia at the time the services are performed to be subjected to zero-rated supply

· Management and maintenance services by the housing developer to the owner of houses held under strata titles to be treated as an exempt supply
· GST Act has also been amended to make all supplies made by Local Authorities not subjected to GST (out of scope supply)  

GST Registrants

· As of 15 January 2018, the number of GST registrants is 464,043.


	

	Website for further information:  
	http://gst.customs.gov.my/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.customs.gov.my/ms
http://www.treasury.gov.my/

	

	Contact point for further details:
	(i) Under Secretary

Tax Division

Treasury of Malaysia

Level 6 & 7 Centre Block

No. 2 Persiaran Perdana, Ministry of Finance Complex

Precinct 2, Federal Government Administrative Centre

62592 Putrajaya.

Tel: +603-8882 3330

Fax: +603-8882 3884

(ii) Assistant Director General of GST

Royal Malaysian Customs Department

Level 3-7, Block A, Menara Tulus

No. 22, Persiaran Perdana, Precinct 3

61200 PUTRAJAYA

Tel: +603-8323 7477

Fax: +603-8882 4911

(iii) Director of GST

Royal Malaysian Customs Department

Level 3-7, Block A, Menara Tulus

No. 22, Persiaran Perdana, Precinct 3

61200 PUTRAJAYA

Tel: +603-8882 2624

Fax: +603-8323 7414


	


� Economies assessed in 2010, on the achievement of the Bogor Goals: APEC industrialized economies: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and the United States, and volunteer developing economies: Chile; Hong Kong, China; Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; Peru; Singapore and Chinese Taipei. 





