	Individual Action Plan Update for Japan for 2016

	
Highlights of recent policy developments which indicate how Japan is progressing towards the Bogor Goals and key challenges it faces in its efforts to meet the Goals. 

	-Investment

Japan signed a Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) with five countries since December 2013, and signed a Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with two countries since July 2014. As for the Japan’s inward deirect investment, Japan will promote activeties to identify and attract investment projects by monitering progress. In March 2015, Japan adopted “Five Promises for Attracting Foreign Businesses to Japan” to improve what have been requested by foreign companies to enhance the convenience of business and life in Japan.
-Standards and Conformance

Japan has been actively engaged in national and international standardization activities with the cooperation of stakeholders and has hosted  the 78th International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) General Meeting in Tokyo, November 2014.
-Customs Procedures

In January 2015, self-certification of origin has been introduced under Japan-Australia EPA.
In March 2015, Japan and Malaysia have started implementation of Mutual Recognition Arrangement of Authorized Economic Operator (AEO), which was signed in June 2014.　
-Intellectual Property Rights

 Japan deposited its instrument of accession to the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs in February 2015 and became member thereof in May 2015. Japanese Diet approved the Japanese accession to the Patent Law Treaty and Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks in June 2015.  In order to accelerate granting Patent rights, Japan started the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program with some countries in 2014. In order to improve quality of examination of patent applications, Japan started the US-JP collaborative Search Pilot Program with U.S. in August 2015. In order to promptly provide high-quality examination results, and to promote the use thereof by intellectual property offices in foreign countries, Japan established Quality Policy for examination in April 2014. 
-Competition Policy

The amendment of the Antimonopoly Act in Japan was promulgated in December 2013, and put into force in April 2015.
- Deregulation/Regulatory Review
In January 2013, Japan established “Council for Regulatory Reform” in Cabinet. Based on the report which was submitted by the council, “Implementation Plan for Regulatory Reform” is decided by the Cabinet in June 2014, which is aimed at immediately starting and steadily achieving reforms of regulations, systems and their applications.
Japan has designated nine National Strategic Special Zones since May 2014 to implement “Bedrock Regulations Reform”.
-Mobility of Buisines People

Since  January 2014, Japan relaxed visa requirements for short term visit visa applicants of eitht countries. Also, visa waiver was introduced to Indonesian nationals.

- RTAs/FTAs
In October 2015, an agreement in principle was reached on the TPP negotiations. Japan will continue striving for the signature and entry into force of the TPP at an early stage.


	IAP Chapter (and Sub-Chapter and Section Heading, if any) 
	Improvements made since  2014 IAP 
	Further Improvements Planned 

	Tariffs
	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.customs.go.jp/english/tariff/index.htm
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Non-Tariff Measures
Non-tariff measures include but are not restricted to quantitative import/export restrictions/prohibitions, import/export levies, minimum import prices, discretionary import/export licensing, voluntary export restraints and export subsidies
	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details: 
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Services
	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Investment


	Japan signed a Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) with the following countries.

1) The Republic of the Union of Myanmar (December 2013)

2) The Republic of Kazakhstan (October 2014)

3) The Oriental Republic of Uruguay (January 2015)

4) Ukraine (February 2015)

5) The Sultanate of Oman (June 2015)

  As to Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), Japan signed EPAs with the following countries.

1) Australia (July 2014)

2) Mongolia (February 2015)

Regarding the Japan’s inward direct investment, the Council for Promotion of Foreign Direct Investment in Japan, as the headquarters, determines that it will promote activities to identify and attract investment projects by monitoring progress, seek opinions from the top management of foreign enterprises, and cooperate with bodies such as the Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy, the Council for Industrial Competitiveness, and the Council for Regulatory Reform, so as to continuously implement additional measures, such as regulatory system reforms that contribute to the improvement of the investment environment and support measures effective in expanding investment.

The second round of the Council for Promotion of Foreign Direct Investment in Japan, which was held in March 2015, adopted the “Five Promises for Attracting Foreign Businesses to Japan” to improve what have been requested by foreign companies to enhance the convenience of business and life in Japan.
	As mentioned in the “Japan Revitalization Strategy 2015”, Japan will promote strategic and prompt negotiations on EPAs including RCEP, the Japan-China-Republic of Korea FTA and the Japan-EU EPA, in order to enhance Japan’s external economic relations and to promote domestic structural reforms through progress in global rule-making concerning investment.
Regarding the Japan’s inward direct investment,  Japan is also keen to activate inward direct investment. For further vitalization of the Japanese economy, ministries/agencies in charge will promptly and steadily implement the measures in the “Five Promises for Attracting Foreign Businesses to Japan"  in order to make foreign companies, which may bring with them into Japan new business models and research and development activities for advanced technologies, select Japan as their bases.
Moreover, in the midst of fierce competition among countries to attract foreign investment, Japan will strengthen public relations and information dissemination on investment environment in Japan through sales pitches conducted by the Prime Minister and Cabinet Ministers (at least 10 sales pitches per year) as well as the cooperation among Japan’s diplomatic missions abroad, JETRO and local governments in order to continue developing the system to attract foreign investment incessantly to the level comparable with competing countries.


	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
	Japan Revitalization Strategy: 

http://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/keizaisaisei/pdf/dai1en.pdf
https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/keizaisaisei/pdf/dai2_3en.pdf

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Standards and Conformance


	(1) Japan has actively participated in the international standardization activities in international standardization organizatins such as the International organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). As of March 2015, there are 10,599 Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS), 5,850 of which correspond with international standards, and 97% of 5,850 JIS has been harmonized with identical or modified international standards.
(2) Japan has clarified alignment situation whether domestic standards align with the target international standards for Voluntary Action Plan (VAP)

(3) Japan has collaborated with officers regarding standard and conformity assessment in foreign contries to harmonize standards and conformity assessment issues through the various meetings.
(4)Japan has hosted  the 78th IEC General Meeting in Tokyo, November 2014. The concept of the Meeting is “Integration toward a Smarter World -Co-existence and Sustainability-” and about 2,600 participants from 83 countries  totally attended the Meeting.
	Japan will work to align its standards with international standards, where appropriate, in regulated and voluntary sectors, and will participate actively in the international standardization activities for developing international standards.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.jisc.go.jp/eng/index.html
	http://www.jisc.go.jp/eng/index.html

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Customs Procedures


	In January 2015, self-certification of origin has been introduced under Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). Under the self-certification system, an origin certification document may be completed by an importer, exporter or producer to support a claim for preferential tariff treatment under the EPA. 
In March 2015, Japan and Malaysia have started implementation of Mutual Recognition Arrangement of Authorized Economic Operator(AEO), which was signed in June 2014.
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.customs.go.jp/english/index.htm 

http://www.customs.go.jp/english/aeo/index.htm
http://www.customs.go.jp/english/summary/jikoshinkoku_e/index.htm
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Intellectual Property Rights


	(1) Japan deposited its instrument of accession to the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs in February 2015 and became member thereof in May 2015.

(2)Japanese Diet approved the Japanese accession to the Patent Law Treaty and Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks in June 2015. The Government is following the internal procedures to become member of these trieties.

(3)In order to accelerate granting Patent rights, Japan started the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program with Thailand in January 2014, Malaysia in Octorber 2014, and etc. Also, Japan will start the PPH pilot program with Viet Nam in April 2016. Additionally, after commencement of Global PPH, Singapore, and etc. joined the Global PPH and this scheme is expanding.

In order to improve quality of examination of patent applications, Japan started the US-JP collaborative Search Pilot Program with U.S. in August 2015, and patent examiners of Japan and U.S. share search results along with their opinions on patentability before initial examination results.
(4)In order to promptly provide high-quality examination results, and to promote the use thereof by intellectual property offices in foreign countries, Japan established Quality Policy for examination in April 2014. Based on the fundamental principles stated in the Policy, Japan is working on enhancing the quality management system.  Also, Japan updated its “Examination Guidelines for Patent and Utility Model”  in order to make them internationally reliable, releasing both Japanese and English versions in September 2015.
(5)The Unfair Competition Prevention Act was revised in  July 2015 and some measures(e.g. rasing fines, confiscating criminal proceeds) have been introduced to the Act in order to enhance institutional deterrence against the infringement of trade secrets.
	Japan will continue to work to further improve the global IP environment under the “Intellectual Property Policy Vision” established in June 2013, and the “Intellectual Property Strategic Program 2015” established in June 2015 at the Intellectual Property Policy Headquarters led by the Prime Minister. 

Japan will continue to work for the entry into force of the ACTA and also make efforts to reach out to Asian-Pacific and other countries to encourage considerations on their participation in this Agreement. 

【Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement(ACTA)】

ACTA is the international framework that was originally proposed by Japan in G8 Gleneeagles Summit in 2005 and that will assist Parties to this Agreement in their efforts to effectively combat the infringement of IPRs, in particular the proliferation of counterfeiting and piracy. Japan is in charge of depositary of this Agreement. 

The Agreement has been finalized in 2010, and Japan has become the first contracting party to the Agreement on October 5, 2012.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.jpo.go.jp/index.htm (JPO)
	http://www.jpo.go.jp/index.htm (JPO)

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Competition Policy


	(1)The development of the relevant laws and regulations with the amendment of the Antimonopoly Act (2015)

The bill to amend the Antimonopoly Act  (hereinafter referred to as “the AMA”) including the abolition of the Japan Fair Trade Commission’s (hereinafter referred to as “the JFTC”) Hearing Procedure for appealing against the JFTC’s administrative orders and the necessary revisions to develop procedures for hearings prior to the issue of the JFTC’s administrative orders was passed and approved on December 7, 2013. The amendatory act was promulgated on December 13, 2013, and put into force on April 1, 2015.

In accordance with the amendment of the AMA above, the JFTC developed necessary changes to the relevant Orders and regulations, including, the enactment of the rule on hearing opinions (promulgated on January 21, 2015, and put into force on April 1, 2015), to establish the due process after abolishing the Hearing Procedure for appeal. The new rule includes the provisions that the JFTC hears the opinions of the would-be addressees of the cease and desist order and allow them to read and copy the evidence which proves the fact found by the JFTC.
(2) Partial Amendments of the “Guidelines Concerning Distribution Systems and Business Practices under the Antimonopoly Act  (2015)

On the basis of the “Implementation Plan for Regulatory Reform” (June 24, 2014, The Cabinet Decision) (hereinafter the “2014’s Plan”), in order to make clarifications to the items in  Chapter 1 (“ Resale Price Maintenance”) and Chapter 2 (“Vertical Non-Price Restraints”)of Part II of the “Guidelines Concerning Distribution Systems and Business Practices under the Antimonopoly Act” (published on July 11, 1991) (hereinafter the “Distribution Guidelines”) as the measures to be implemented within FY 2014 in the 2014’s Plan, the JFTC made partial amendments to the Distribution Guidelines, and published them on March 30, 2015 . This clarifications includes the JFTC’s policies regarding the criteria for judgement of the legality or illegality for vertical restraints and the view on “justifiable grounds” in the regulation of Resale Price Maintenance.

(3)Memorandum on Cooperation / Cooperation Arrangement between competition authorities

The JFTC signed 6 MOUs (Philippines, Brazil, Korea, China) / Cooperation Arrangements (Viet Nam, Australia)

Date

Country of the signing authority

Competition authority which the JFTC signed with
28/8/2013

Philippines

the Department of Justice of the Republic of the Philippines

28/8/2013

Viet Nam

the Competition Authority of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

24/4/2014

Brazil

the Administrative Council for Economic Defense of the Federative Republic of Brazil

25/7/2014

Korea

the Korea Fair Trade Commission

29/4/ 2015

Australia

the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission

13/10/2015

China

the National Development and Reform Commission


	(1)The JFTC will prepare/revise/amend the AMA, the Cabinet Ordinances , the JFTC Rules and Guidelines as necessary.

(2)On the basis of the “Implementation Plan for Regulatory Reform” (June 30, 2015, The Cabinet Decision) (hereinafter the “2015’s Plan”), regarding the Distribution Guidelines, the JFTC has launched a review on criteria or requisite as to so-called safe harbor. The JFTC is supposed to review and decide whether to amend the Distribution Guidelines within the FY 2015 in the 2015’s Plan.
(3)In recent years, there has been an increasing need to strengthen the cooperation and coordination among competition authorities given the globalization of corporate activities. In response to this situation, the JFTC is making efforts to strengthen its cooperative relationship with foreign competition authorities through Memorandum on Cooperation and other initiatives.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.jftc.go.jp/en/index.html
	http://www.jftc.go.jp/en/index.html

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Government Procurement


	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Deregulation/Regulatory Review


	(1) In January 2013, “Council for Regulatory Reform” was established in Cabinet Office based on Act for Establishment of Cabinet Office Article 37 Clause 2. Following Prime Minister’s consultation, “Council for Regulatory Reform” comprehensively investigates and discusses the fundamental issues about reforms of regulations necessary for driving economic and social structural reform. The council submits “Report on Regulatory Reform” to Prime Minister every year. Based on the Report, “Implementation Plan for Regulatory Reform” is decided by the Cabinet in June 2014, which is aimed at immediately starting and steadily achieving reforms of regulations, systems and their applications.
(2)Japan has designated nine National Strategic Special Zones since May 2014 to implement “Bedrock Regulations Reform”. For example, with the aim of increasing inward FDI in Tokyo and, Kansai areas as well as in Fukuoka City, several measures will be taken to attract foreign enterprises and promote business start-ups, such as providing clarification of employment rules/practices in Japan.
	Regarding National Strategic Special Zones, three Zones (Chiba city (expand designated zones of Tokyo area), Hiroshima pref./ Imabari city, and Kitakyusyu city (added to designated zone of Fukuoka city)) will be designated as third designated zones in January 2016.

Japan will continue to realize further regulatory reforms.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.cao.go.jp/index-e.html 
	http://www.cao.go.jp/index-e.html

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Implementation of WTO Obligations/ROOs


	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Dispute Resolution

	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Mobility of Business People


	(1)Since January 2014, Japan relaxed visa requirements for short term visit visa applicants of Myammer, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, China, Brasil and Mongolia. Also, visa waiver was introduced to Indonesian nationals.
 (1)In June 2014, “Investor/Business Manager”, which was restricted to investment and management activities in foreign-affiliated companies, was revised to “Business Manager”, which includes management and operational activities in Japanese-affiliated companies, and also “Engineer” and “Specialist in Humanities/International Services” were unified and revised to “Engineer/Specialist in Humanities/Int’l Services” through the Act on Partial Revision of Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act. Moreover, the statuses of “Highly Skilled Professional (i)” and “Highly Skilled Professional (ii)” with an indefinite period exclusively for highly skilled professionals were newly established and enforced from April 2015. 
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/english/nyukan2015/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Official websites that gather economies’ information


	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html
http://www.meti.go.jp/english/index.html
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	

	Transparency


	No further action taken
	

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/?re=02
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	


	RTAs/FTAs  



	- Description of current   agreements
	Please use Part 1 of the RTA/FTA reporting template to provide a short description or hyperlinks to any new agreements and to report improvements to existing agreements.  
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of Singapore for a New-Age Economic Partnership 

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/singapore.html
Agreement between Japan and the United Mexican States for the Strengthening of the Economic Partnership 

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/mexico.html
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of Chile for a Strategic Economic Partnership 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/chile.html
Agreement between Japan and the Government of Malaysia for an Economic Partnership

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/malaysia.html
Agreement between Japan and the Kingdom of Thailand for an Economic Partnership
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/thailand.html
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of Indonesia for an Economic Partnership
http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/indonesia/epa0708/index.html 
Agreement Between Japan and Brunei Darussalam for an Economic Partnership 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/brunei.html
Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Partnership among JAPAN and Member States of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/asean/agreement.html
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of the Philippines for an Economic Partnership 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/philippine/joint0411.html
Agreement on Free Trade and Economic Partnership between Japan and the Swiss Confederation 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/switzerland.html
Agreement between Japan and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam for an Economic Partnership 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/vietnam.html
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of  India for an Economic Partnership
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/india.html
Agreement between Japan and the Republic of Peru for an Economic Partnership
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/peru.html 
Agreement between Japan and  Australia for an Economic Partnership

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/australia.html


	- Agreements under negotiation


	Please provide information on agreements that are currently under negotiation eg issues being covered in the negotiation and the status of the negotiation. 

	
	Agreement #1


	Japan- GCC Free Trade Agreement

See the Press release on the Second Round of the Negotiations for the Free Trade Agreement Talks (FTA) with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/event/2007/1/0117-3.html

	
	Agreement #2


	Japan- Korea Economic Partnership Agreement　(Negotiation suspended)

See the information between Japan and Korea for an Economic Partnership agreement(EPA) at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/rok.html

	
	Agreement #3


	Japan- Canada Economic partnership Agreement

See the information between Japan and Canada for an Economic Partnership agreement(EPA) at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/canada.html

	
	Agreement #4


	Japan- Mongolia Economic partnership Agreement

See the information between Japan and Mongolia for an Economic Partnership agreement(EPA) at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/fta/mongolia.html

	
	Agreement #5


	Japan- Colombia Economic partnership Agreement

See the information between Japan and Colombia for an Economic Partnership agreement(EPA) at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/latin/colombia/epa.html

	
	Agreement #6


	Japan- EU Economic partnership Agreement

See the information between Japan and EU for an Economic Partnership agreement(EPA) at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/page6e_000013.html 



	
	Agreement #7


	Regional Comprehensivr Economic Partnership (RCEP)

See the information RCEP at

http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/page2e_000001.html

	
	Agreement #8


	Free Trade Agreement among China, Japan and Korea (CJK FTA)

See the Press release on the Third Round of the Negotiations for CJK FTA at
http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_000112.html

	
	Agreement #9


	Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)

See the Statement on the Agreement in Principle on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations at
http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_000877.html

	
	Agreement #10


	Japan-Turkey Economic Partnership Agreement

See the Press release on the Third Round of the Negotiations for an Economic Partnership agreement(EPA) at
http://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press4e_000836.html

	
	Agreement #11


	

	
	Agreement #12


	

	
	Agreement #13


	

	
	Agreement #14


	

	
	Agreement #15


	

	
	Agreement #16


	

	
	Agreement #17


	

	
	Agreement #18


	

	
	Agreement #19


	

	
	Agreement #20


	

	- Future plans


	In order to ensure the sustainable growth of the Japanese economy, it is essential to take in the demand of growing overseas markets. In particular, it is no exaggeration to say that success in the remarkably growing Asian markets will be the key to success in the world market. At the same time, it is important to develop a win-win relationship with other countries, by not only exporting goods and services overseas but also making high quality investments, etc. While many countries are mutually strengthening economic ties with the progress of globalization, we see the increased importance of economic partnership agreements which promote movement beyond borders of goods, money, technologies and others. 

Accordingly, the Government of Japan will continue striving for the signature and entry into force of the TPP at an early stage, and at the same time, will promote strategically and speedily economic partnership negotiations including Japan-EU EPA, as well as Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and Japan-China-Republic of Korea FTA.

	Website for further information:  
	http://www.mofa.go.jp/index.html

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp


	Other voluntary reporting areas


	N/A
	N/A

	Website for further information:  
	
	

	Contact point for further details:
	APEC Division

Economic Affairs Bureau

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-8919 JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-5501-8342

Fax: +81-3-5501-8430

apec.japan@mofa.go.jp
APEC Office
Trade Policy Bureau

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry

1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 Japan

Tel:+81-3-3501-1407
Fax: +81-3-3501-5909

apec-meti@meti.go.jp
	


